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leaders of the US and Russia sent a clear signal: great-power
engagement remains the bedrock of global stability. Meanwhile,
a business delegation led by the Chief Executive recently wrapped
up a visit to Central Asia, laying crucial groundwork for Hong Kong
businesses and Mainland enterprises looking to “go global” into

|_ ast month, President Xi’'s back-to-back meetings with the
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In the face of an evolving global political and economic landscape, Hong Kong’s business community must capitalize
on market opportunities, transforming its “super-connector” role into tangible, collaborative advantages.

emerging markets. For Hong Kong'’s business sector, the imperative
is clear — to proactively engage with and integrate into Mainland and
“Belt and Road” (B&R) emerging markets, thereby deepening and
solidifying its role as a “super-connector.” This strategic positioning, set
against a shifting global landscape, will turn opportunities into tangible
cooperation.

Seizing development opportunities in
emerging markets

In response to the shifting international political and economic order,
Hong Kong’s business community has progressively turned its focus
away from traditional markets like Europe and the Americas and
toward the emerging markets under the B&R Initiative. In recent
years, regions such as the Middle East, ASEAN and Central Asia have
drawn growing attention from Hong Kong enterprises.

A case in point is the recent visit by the HKSAR government’s
business delegation to Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan — actively
supported and participated in by CGCC. The delegation explored
local innovation, technology and financial developments, and engaged
with political and business leaders from both nations. The visit resulted
in the signing of multiple MoUs covering digital technology, startups
and artificial intelligence, and also facilitated the establishment of
direct flights between Hong Kong and Kazakhstan, scheduled to
commence in the first quarter of next year. These outcomes represent
a concrete step toward translating the potential of emerging markets
into practical results.

As Central Asian nations pursue economic diversification, their
demand for infrastructure, logistics connectivity, cross-border
financing and compliance and legal services is growing rapidly.
To effectively expand into the Central Asian market, Hong Kong
enterprises must build relationships early and develop a clear grasp
of local regulations and business practices. The recent trip has
given Hong Kong and Mainland enterprises valuable insights into
the region’s vast market potential, while also helping Central Asian
markets connect with capital and industrial supply chains across
Chinese mainland, Southeast Asia and East Asia — thereby further
strengthening Hong Kong’s role as a vital link.

Building a Premier Platform for Enterprises
“Going Global”

The nation’s 15th Five-Year Plan emphasizes high-level opening-
up, prioritizing both “bringing in” and “going out.” In this context,
Hong Kong serves as an irreplaceable two-way platform. Specifically,
Hong Kong can help Mainland enterprises leverage local professional
services to align with international norms while proactively exploring
emerging markets in ASEAN, Central Asia and beyond. Indeed, “going
global” is no longer confined to manufacturing; service-oriented
industries such as the digital economy, fintech and green energy also
hold immense potential. Hong Kong has the capacity to evolve from a
“product transshipment hub” into a “global enterprise service center,”
offering comprehensive support ranging from market entry to cross-
border dispute resolution.

With World Brand Day officially establishing its presence in Hong
Kong and hosting the World Brand Congress, the business
community should vigorously promote Hong Kong’s transition from
“product export” to “brand export.” The International Academy of
Brand Science has already been established in Hong Kong. We can
leverage Hong Kong’s leading advantages in testing, certification and
intellectual property protection to create an international brand center
integrating evaluation, trading and exhibition. This will empower
more "Guochao" (China chic) brands to reach global markets while
simultaneously attracting high-end international brands to Hong Kong.

Enhancing Enterprise Interaction and Connectivity

CGCC has consistently championed stronger exchange and
cooperation between Hong Kong, the Chinese Mainland and overseas
markets, helping its members explore emerging markets. Through
years of continuous study tours and exchange activities, we have
helped enterprises connect with local partners and accumulate
practical experience — particularly in exploring business opportunities
within the Greater Bay Area and B&R markets across the Middle East,
ASEAN and Central Asia.

In February of this year, | visited Kazakhstan and met with the President
to discuss core issues such as China-Kazakhstan economic and trade
cooperation, industrial alignment, cultural exchanges and the functional
role Hong Kong can play. Upon returning to Hong Kong, | personally
shared my experiences and the business opportunities in Kazakhstan
with CGCC members, and invited the Consul General of Kazakhstan
in Hong Kong to an exchange event — laying a foundation for our
member enterprises and the local business community to develop the
market.

Last month, CGCC also co-organized the 2026 Shanghai-Hong Kong
Entrepreneurs Roundtable with the Shanghai Federation of Industry and
Commerce, inviting senior political and business leaders and corporate
elites from both regions to explore new opportunities for Shanghai and
Hong Kong to “go global” together. | also led a business delegation
to Hainan for an inspection visit, meeting with relevant ministries and
participating in the Hainan-Hong Kong Entrepreneurs Cooperation
Conference. We engaged in in-depth discussions on the opportunities
presented by the Hainan Free Trade Port’s development and the
complementary industries of Hainan and Hong Kong, and provided
one-on-one business matching for enterprises in finance, logistics,
healthcare, trade and tourism from both regions.

The rapidly changing global political and economic landscape presents
both challenges and a new wave of golden development opportunities
for Hong Kong. The Hong Kong business community must proactively
engage — particularly by actively supporting the various initiatives
outlined in the HKSAR government’s first five-year plan. This strategic
alignment with the nation’s 15th Five-Year Plan will better enable Hong
Kong to leverage its unique strengths, collaborate with Mainland
enterprises in exploring global markets, and transform Hong Kong’s
advantages into shared development achievements. )

EBPELERE G The Chinese General Chamber of Commerce 5



TEEHR VOICE IN LEGCO

2y

ibe Tt B B i OB T

-4 COMPREHENSIVELY ENHANCE THE COMPETITIVENESS OF

k1A #E Andrew YAO BBS, JP
ICEBUISERABR (52 &8

5ABAFEES L RS TECEESSSE
%Etlﬁ’ﬁ—%ﬁ$ﬂﬁ“%ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁ@%@$@

BFH” o “+AA” HEBRLEESZEEAN
TEABRHUBROMAL - TIRE “RICEBREE > 158
HEN BB A ERIRREN o (R0  ISTHERIER
A#E" - EENEMTEHIERE SERHKEAE
BE(TE o

IR FRRMBRER > MGBCARRME - ERERM
KA EE o  EHEEGHBIENRE > FEERM - A0k
BURBEERE o RARFEBMERMBITF HECRINE S P UE
BEERF - FEHE « REBOMKURSIREERT

s &E A EORR

BEWMF > EABOEMHEELBHREKAL 1,300 BERER -
REFRNBNEMNEBNELERBAME & “tAR™ &
B RANERERAZMERT » HEZREBRRBUTRIRH
FERE  RYIH ~ BT - MEEBEA LB D ECHRM
BES 518 ANRYIBRSBOEERPERSRESER
DREXRFTEMEBE - REBEREREBHESLERAE
L500 BREMEMU L - ZFIZMBRAEBEEADOHHR > <&
WABOZRYIBEER » D LM > FIBHESEHRERD
O BENARHAESIRE  MEBRBREERSE 5
BESYNINERY > BeIHFBCABEED -

HEMERORHR
MEXF—WHT > FTERRBONERE > ERYEEE
BENRE - LRAENRESEAR - MEANCRERNE
ARBRANERRAR > MARESNR \BEBN—
800 B K ELMAR ~ 4,000 S BEMMTAMIE - AR
5,000 SEB O = BEAMNER » BAKEREMAT
REREE - REFNHAE  BEGITFETRE > DELE
HRRMELEHF A IRREE o

FHEBUFIR A UE B AR EE m R (R ARRL » &
EEEEMBEEERUE - FIMBEBERE® - EARRIEE
FWE - Z—HE > BREZANZFNEER R AER
RIS/ > RUMEBMERS » #HPABRRBOEE
BET BEANESMAEF

6 & CGCCVISION 2026-6

HONG KONG AS AN INTERNATIONAL MARITIME CENTRE
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my maiden Member’s Motion and discussed with fellow

colleagues the proposal of Comprehensively Enhancing the
Competitiveness of Hong Kong as an International Maritime Centre.
The 15th Five-Year Plan explicitly underpins Hong Kong'’s efforts to
consolidate and upgrade its position as an international maritime
center, and puts forward the initiative to "deepen Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao cooperation, continuously strive for breakthroughs in
key areas of collaboration, and advance the coordinated development
of ports, airports and rail transit". Hong Kong must fully implement
its inaugural five-year plan to turn national strategies into tangible
initiatives.

Q t the Legislative Council meeting on 13 May, | moved
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The 15th Five-Year Plan clearly supports Hong Kong in consolidating and elevating its status as an international
maritime center. Hong Kong must deliver on its first five-year plan and translate national strategies into concrete

actions.

In recent years, the restructuring of global supply chains and
escalating geopoalitical risks have led to cargo diversion and surging
operating costs. Faced with these structural challenges, systematic
and forward-looking strategic planning is imperative. The future
competitiveness of Hong Kong as a maritime hub hinges on its
capacity to integrate regional coordination, green shipping, maritime
and port technology and high-end professional services.

Strengthen intra-regional port coordination

In the past two years, Hong Kong’s port container throughput has
fallen to around 13 million TEUs, while the throughput of Shenzhen
Port and Guangzhou Port has repeatedly hit new highs. Under the
framework of the 15th Five-Year Plan and resource sharing within
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (Greater Bay
Area), | propose that the HKSAR Government actively collaborate
with Guangdong Provincial Government, Shenzhen and Guangzhou
authorities to allocate shipping routes and cargo volumes under a
combined port model. It should guide Nansha Port and Shenzhen
Port to divert part of their international transshipment and high-value
cargo to Kwai Tsing Container Terminals. The ultimate goal is to raise
Hong Kong’s terminal throughput to 15 million TEUs or above.

We need to strengthen port coordination across the Greater Bay
Area to foster functional complementarity and clear division of labor
among regional ports. Shenzhen Port can focus on handling high-
tech product exports, Guangzhou Port can deepen multimodal
inland river transport, and Hong Kong can specialize in international
transshipment, high-value cargo and maritime services, turning
regional competition into collective competitive advantages.

Promote maritime and port technology

The new round of competition in the maritime industry is not merely
a race in port operational efficiency, but also a contest in data
processing capability. Take COSCO SHIPPING, an enterprise | am
familiar with, as an example. Two years ago, it transformed itself
from a traditional shipping firm into a maritime technology enterprise.
Leveraging data covering 80,000 global merchant vessels, over
8 million historical shipping routes, more than 40 million vessel
behavioral records and information on nearly 30,000 berths at over
5,000 ports worldwide, it adopts big data to help shipping companies
plan the most cost-effective and time-efficient routes. This example
fully illustrates that intelligentization is undoubtedly the core driver of
competitiveness for the future maritime industry.

The HKSAR Government may also consider providing direct upgrade
subsidies to terminal operators for automation and intelligentization
retrofits, such as automated quay cranes and driverless terminal
tractors. On the other hand, the Government should vigorously
support R&D collaboration between the maritime industry and local
tertiary institutions, set up a Maritime Technology R&D Fund, and
drive order-oriented industry-university-research cooperation between
universities and port operators.

Optimize the application of green fuels

Hong Kong has successfully completed its first bunkering trial of
liquefied natural gas and methanol green fuels, proving it possesses
the relevant conditions and capabilities. In fact, many Mainland cities
have made remarkable progress in green and low-carbon transition.
For instance, Shanghai has rolled out a roadmap to develop itself into
an international green fuel bunkering and trading center for maritime
transport, offering valuable reference for Hong Kong.

Electric commercial vessels also boast huge development potential.
For example, the “Sugang Dianhang 01” is equipped with three mobile
power batteries with a total capacity of nearly 6,000 kWh, achieving
zero emissions during navigation and berthing. It also supports rapid
battery replacement, effectively addressing the shortage of inland river
charging facilities. | suggest the HKSAR Government launch a pilot
scheme for electric commercial vessels in Victoria Harbour under the
upcoming five-year plan to actively advance the development of green
shipping.

Develop high-value-added maritime insurance

In terms of maritime insurance, factors including trade frictions and
the volatile situation in the Red Sea have left Hong Kong in a passive
market position. The HKSAR Government should proactively support
maritime insurance institutions in expanding their global service
networks. Particularly in the reinsurance sector, Hong Kong is fully
capable of establishing an independent risk underwriting mechanism,
instead of relying long-term on underwriting networks of other regions.
Meanwhile, the Government should facilitate maritime financing and
settlement, strongly support RMB settlement for shipbuilding and
ocean freight charges, accelerate the development of ship financial
leasing, and enhance the convenience of cross-border capital receipts
and payments. This will further integrate maritime services with national
financial strategies.

The global maritime industry is at a critical juncture with both challenges
and opportunities. By capitalizing on Hong Kong’s unique edge of
being rooted in the motherland and connected to the world, and with
national support plus leadership from the HKSAR Government, Hong
Kong as an international maritime center will surely forge ahead against
all odds and scale new heights of glory. €

This is a free translation. For the exact meaning of the article, please refer to the
Chinese version.

MHXERBEREAER » BLRAYEESEE R
Should you have any comments on the article, please feel free to
contact Andrew Yao.

ik Address:

SRPBIDEAFE 1 RIDEBAAAE1205%
Room 1205, Legislative Council Complex,

1 Legislative Council Road, Central, Hong Kong

&% Tel: 2186-8170
I Email: cfyao.legco@gmail.com
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SHENZHOU-23 LAUNCHES:
HONG KONG’S FIRST
ASTRONAUT REACHES
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The launch mission of the Shenzhou-23 manned spacecraft
has achieved complete success. Office-Bearers and
members of the Chamber watched the departure ceremony
and live broadcast of the launch, and were deeply moved

to witness Lai Ka-ying, the first Hong Kong astronaut,
participate in the national spaceflight mission.
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‘ ‘ Chairman Jonathan Choi

his mission marks a historic breakthrough in Hong
| Kong’s aerospace sector and an important milestone
for Hong Kong'’s integration into the national
aerospace development, filling all sectors of society with
pride and excitement. As the first payload specialist to travel
to space, Lai has stepped from the police force into the vast
sea of stars. With perseverance and professionalism, she
has fulfilled her space dream, embodying the never-give-up
spirit of pursuing dreams and setting a shining example for
all sectors of Hong Kong.

The national aerospace cause has been advancing
steadily, with China’s scientific and technological strength
continuously rising, fully demonstrating the country’s strong
capabilities in self-reliance and self-improvement in science
and technology. The state strongly supports Hong Kong
in building an international innovation and technology hub,
and opens up major national scientific research platforms,
allowing talents from Hong Kong to participate in top-level
projects and contribute their wisdom.

The Chamber will fully cooperate with the development
of the national aerospace cause and scientific and
technological innovation, including continuing to sponsor
and participate in the organization of the Young Astronaut
Experience Camp, organizing young people from Hong
Kong to the Chinese Mainland to experience astronaut
training, and promoting the younger generation of Hong
Kong to deepen their understanding of the development
and achievements of the national aerospace science and

technology. , ,

C ‘ Vice-Chairman Ricky Tsang

After more than 30 years of hard work, China’s manned
space program has entered a new stage, from the
successful first flight to the regular operation of the space

& CGCCVISION 2026-6

station. Lai’s selection is a remarkable achievement of the
“One Country, Two Systems” principle in the aerospace
sector, symbolizing that Hong Kong’s scientific research
strength and international advantages are contributing
back to the national aerospace cause, while the country’s
development has also broadened the development platform
for people in Hong Kong. This time, the selection of a Hong
Kong resident has further set an example for Hong Kong
youth to serve the country through science and technology,
and enriched the talent structure of the national aerospace
sector. Tsang Hin-chi, my father, established an aerospace
fund to support the development of the aerospace industry,
and | will continue this original aspiration of serving the
country. | wish the Shenzhou-23 mission a complete

success. , ,

‘ ‘ Vice-Chairman Johnny Yu

Being able to personally witness the first Hong Kong
astronaut embark on a journey to space with Shenzhou-23
through the live broadcast, | am filled with excitement and
emotion. As a person from Hong Kong, | am truly inspired
and proud to see Lai pass through multiple rounds of
selection and officially join the national manned space
program. Her journey to fulfiling her dream vividly illustrates
Hong Kong’s deep integration into the overall national
development and its contribution to national construction
through scientific research strength. This is not only a fruitful
result of the “One Country, Two Systems” principle, but will
also inspire countless young people in Hong Kong to devote
themselves to scientific research and serve the motherland. |
sincerely cheer for Lai, and wish the mission all the best and
a triumphant return! , ,

CC Vice-Chairman Charles Cheung

| watched the live broadcast of the Shenzhou-23 launch
with great excitement, and was filled with pride the moment



the rocket lifted off. Looking back at the development of
the motherland’s aerospace industry from weakness to
strength, from the launch of the first artificial satellite to the
construction of its own space station, and now to Hong
Kong’s scientific researchers traveling to space, the joy
of half a century is condensed in this moment. Lai, Hong
Kong’s first payload specialist, set off smoothly with calm
steps. This is not only her personal honor, but also the
glory of the entire Hong Kong, setting a model for Hong
Kong youth to serve the country. This fully reflects the
state’s recognition of talents from Hong Kong and confirms
the advantages of the “One Country, Two Systems”
principle. | would like to pay tribute to all astronauts, wish
the mission a complete success and the astronauts a safe
and triumphant return. Hong Kong'’s Citizens are looking
up at the stars and cheering for all of you. , ,

CC Vice-Chairman Li Yinquan

The successful launch of Shenzhou-23 and Lai’s smooth
journey to space not only demonstrate the strong scientific
research strength of the national aerospace industry,
but also vividly reflect the implementation of the “One
Country, Two Systems” principle and Hong Kong’s deep
integration into the overall national development. Lai,
who was born and raised in Hong Kong, has stood out
to become an aerospace payload specialist with her
solid professional foundation in science and engineering,
setting a vivid example for young people in Hong Kong.
Her experience of pursuing dreams can effectively arouse
the enthusiasm of Hong Kong students for scientific
research, inspire the new generation of young people to
actively delve into STEM-related disciplines, study cutting-
edge science and technology with space ideals, seize
the numerous opportunities brought by the country’s
vigorous development, and serve the country with their

expertise. , ,

C ‘ Vice-Chairman Andrew Yao

Shenzhou-23 was successfully launched, and | watched
the live broadcast together with several legislators who
were on an inspection tour in Shanghai, celebrating this
historic moment together. What makes us even prouder
is that Lingnan University has contributed key scientific
research strength to this national-level mission! The team
led by Professor Jia Li, Dean of the Shenzhen Research
Institute of Lingnan University, has established a carbon
emission source database covering more than half of the
emission sources across the country, which is exactly the
“mapping and navigation system” for the “Tianyun Camera”
operated by Lai in space. This fully demonstrates Hong
Kong's irreplaceable and unique advantages in the national
scientific research development. Congratulations on the
successful launch of Shenzhou-23, and we look forward to
more young people from Hong Kong devoting themselves
to the national scientific research construction with their
expertise in the future. , ,

TREND WATCH: SHENZHOU-23 BB SLE :MMA23

“ Vice-Chairman Robert Lee

Warm congratulations on the successful launch of
Shenzhou-23! Lai, a native of Hong Kong, has become
the first Hong Kong astronaut to embark on a journey
to space. Lai’s selection confirms the state’s recognition
of Hong Kong’s scientific research talents, and fully
demonstrates the advantages of the “One Country, Two
Systems” principle and Hong Kong’s scientific research
potential. As a member of the financial services sector, |
am well aware that scientific and technological innovation is
closely linked to the capital market. Aerospace technology
is the commanding height of the cutting-edge track and the
core area of future industries. Lai’s efforts will surely inspire
more young people in Hong Kong to devote themselves
to innovation and technology, and contribute to the
country’s self-reliance and self-improvement in science and

technology. , ,

C‘ Vice-Chairman Kevin Fan

Congratulations to Lai, Hong Kong's first payload specialist,
on her launch into space aboard Shenzhou-23. The
blooming of the bauhinia in space marks an important
milestone for the “One Country, Two Systems” principle.
Lai, who holds a PhD from the University of Hong Kong
and has served as a Superintendent of Police for many
years, has passed the strict national selection and intensive
aerospace training with her solid professionalism, becoming
the first female astronaut from Hong Kong and Macao. After
entering space, she will carry out space scientific research,
connect with Hong Kong’s scientific research projects,
and contribute Hong Kong’s scientific research strength.
Her journey to fulfilling her dream has benefited from the
country’s opening up of the aerospace platform, which not
only confirms the strength of Hong Kong's talents, but also
inspires young people in Hong Kong to devote themselves
to innovation and technology and serve the country. |
wish Lai a successful mission and a safe and triumphant

return. , ,

C ‘ Vice-Chairman Jennifer Yeung

Warm congratulations on the successful launch of
Shenzhou-23. | watched the live broadcast together with
members of the Chamber’s Young Executives’ Committee,
and was filled with excitement to experience this historic
moment. Lai has become the first Hong Kong astronaut,
successfully fulfilling the dream of Hong Kong people to
travel to space. She has embarked on her journey to space
with her own strength, which not only demonstrates the
talent and responsibility of Hong Kong women, but also is
a vivid example of Hong Kong’s integration into the overall
national development. The moment the rocket lifted off, |
personally experienced the country’s aerospace strength
and national pride. Lai’s experience will inspire countless
young people in Hong Kong, especially young women, to
bravely pursue their dreams, serve the country with their
expertise, and realize their aspirations. &) , ,
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can Hong Kong leverage its multiple advantages

to seize opportunities, mitigate risks, and make
every move wisely for the future?
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MIDDLE EAST DYNAMICS
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Tse Yung-hoi (left) and Tse Kwok-leung filmed an interview video on this topic. To watch the related
clips, please follow the Chamber's major social media accounts including Facebook and WeChat.
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BEEY . hERY® TREND WATCH: MIDDLE EAST DYNAMICS

n this issue, we have invited two experts
for an in-depth analysis of the current
Middle East situation: Tse Yung-hoi,
the Chamber’s Life Honorary Chairman
and Chairman of BOCI-Prudential Asset
Management Limited; and Tse Kwok-

leung, Honorary Senior Research
Fellow at the Lau Chor Tak Institute of
Global Economics and Finance, CUHK.
They will discuss topics ranging from capital
agglomeration to Hong Kong’s advantages,
and further look ahead to the direction of
the 15th Five-Year Plan that aligns with the
country’s development strategy.

On capital flows: Hong Kong as the preferred
destination for asset allocation

In the past, Middle Eastern capital mostly focused on European
and American markets. However, the frequent changes in the
market environment of Europe and the United States in recent years
have driven local consortia and family offices to seek more stable
investment destinations. Both experts agree that Hong Kong is the
preferred foothold for Middle Eastern capital to preserve assets.

From a financial perspective, Hong Kong, with its advantages
of free capital flow, simple tax system and sound rule of law,
is continuously attracting high-end capital from the Middle
East. Moreover, the Hong Kong market combines liquidity,
investment value and institutional stability, providing an ideal
platform for both sides to expand cooperation in the fields of
finance, trade and professional services.

I'Fll'l-

The strategic deployment of Middle Eastern capital in
Hong Kong is essentially to leverage Hong Kong as a
springboard to enter the Chinese Mainland market, and
accurately connect with the strong economic growth and
strong scientific and technological innovation potential of the
Chinese Mainland. Many Middle Eastern private equity capital
use Hong Kong as the entry point to invest in the Chinese
Mainland, making Hong Kong a global safe haven for capital
amid geopolitical turmoil.

16 & CGCCVISION 2026-6

ﬁ? In recent years, driven by global investors’ demand for

& diversified investment to reduce risks, a large amount

" of *hot money” from countries and regions including the
Middle East has flowed into Hong Kong. Hong Kong has a
mature financial platform, abundant liquidity in the banking
system, and unrestricted free inflow and outflow of capital,
which can fully meet the core demands of Middle Eastern
capital.

As the world’s largest offshore RMB hub, Hong Kong’s
mature clearing system is highly liquid, and coupled with
diversified RMB products, it can provide Middle Eastern
investors with one-stop services such as trade settlement
and asset pricing. This meets the local capital’s demand
for allocation of high-quality Chinese assets, and further
strengthens the status of RMB in international trade and
investment.

The “Connect” mechanisms between Hong Kong and the
Chinese Mainland market allow Middle Eastern capital to
easily participate in China’s growth opportunities through
channels such as the Shanghai-Hong Kong Stock Connect
and Shenzhen-Hong Kong Stock Connect. In recent
years, the HKSAR Government has also actively launched
tax incentives for family offices, investment immigration
schemes and supporting measures for professional talents,
reducing the settlement costs for Middle Eastern capital.

On Hong Kong’s value: Taking root in the

new global landscape and acting as a

connecting bridge

The current geopolitical situation in the Middle East continues to
change, and the international economic, trade and capital landscape
is undergoing restructuring. The two experts conducted analysis
from the perspectives of hub positioning and financial cooperation
respectively, explaining how Hong Kong can connect the Chinese
Mainland and the Middle East by relying on its comprehensive
advantages.
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Faced with the continuous escalation of external geopolitics
and trade frictions, Hong Kong has long taken the initiative
to promote a market diversification strategy and actively
expand its global business footprint beyond Europe and
the United States. After the fluctuations in the Middle
East situation, Hong Kong enterprises quickly adjusted
their international logistics routes, abandoned high-risk
routes, maintained the stability of cargo transportation and
commerce and trade, and at the same time undertook
entrepot trade by virtue of the advantages of the free port,
giving full play to the function of an international shipping
hub at a high level.

At the same time, in response to the declining global
dependence on oil, Middle Eastern countries are vigorously
developing new energy and scientific and technological
innovation industries. Middle Eastern countries have
abundant capital but lack mature international financing and
supporting professional services. Hong Kong can give play
to its advantage as a super connector and act as a bridge
for economic, trade and investment exchanges between the
Chinese Mainland and the Middle East. For example, the
new energy industries such as photovoltaics and hydrogen
energy in the Middle East are experiencing explosive growth.
Hong Kong can, with its leading advantages in green
finance, link up with the mature technologies, equipment
and complete industrial chain of the Chinese Mainland,
and export high-end professional services such as
Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) certification,
project management and cross-border green financing to
the Middle East.

As the geopolitical situation in the Middle East continues
to escalate, Hong Kong has become a new safe haven for
them. Middle Eastern capital has always preferred European
and American markets, but the significant changes in these
markets in recent years have prompted them to seek a more
stable third destination. Hong Kong is not only far from the
core of the Middle East conflict, but also has a stable rule
of law, free capital flow and a linked exchange rate system,
which exactly meet the core demand of family offices for
asset preservation.

The HKSAR Government successfully issued Sukuk under
the Government Bond Programme three times between
2014 and 2017, and last year, the world’s first Sukuk ETF
listed in Hong Kong, which is the first ETF outside Saudi
Arabia to invest in Saudi Riyal-denominated Sukuk. Over
the years, Hong Kong has continuously deepened financial
cooperation with the Middle East and resolved potential
policy pain points.

With its unique advantages, Hong Kong is well-positioned
to fully reap the benefits. The situation in the Middle
East remains volatile, and the demand for daily supplies,
infrastructure projects and financial services is increasingly
urgent. As an important global trade hub, Hong Kong can
provide infrastructure and engineering services to assist the
Middle East in promoting urban reconstruction projects.
Hong Kong’s free capital flow, sound rule of law, and limited
exposure to geopolitical conflicts are all conditions sufficient
to attract Middle Eastern capital to settle here.

WATCH:

MIDDLE EAST

DYNAMICS BHBE HRBZB

Five-year plan: Implementing the development
blueprint and expanding cooperation space

Hong Kong’s first five-year plan is currently under formulation.
Combining market characteristics, the two experts provide business
and risk control suggestions for Hong Kong merchants going global,
clarify Hong Kong'’s strategic role, and put forward suggestions for the
direction of the five-year plan.

[Ip=ia=

| suggest that while adhering to the localization strategy,
Hong Kong merchants should respect the local religious
culture, folk customs and business rules, strictly abide by
employment standards and product certification, set up an
“international + localization” team, and build long-term trust.

For risk management, a multi-pronged approach can be
adopted, including building a systematic risk control system
to identify geopolitical risks and avoid war-torn areas; being
familiar with local laws, abiding by contract terms, and giving
priority to using Hong Kong’s arbitration mechanism to
handle disputes; and adopting the letter of credit model for
trade settlement to ensure and safeguard the security and
stability of cross-border trade.

With the implementation and advancement of Hong Kong’s
first five-year plan, the Middle East market along the “Belt
and Road” Initiative, located at the hub of Europe, Asia and
Africa, is a core node and key channel for the construction
of the “Belt and Road” Initiative. Hong Kong can play and
undertake four key roles: providing cross-border investment
and financing services, exporting high-end professional
and legal arbitration services, developing Islamic finance
and building an industrial and investment platform relying
on the Northern Metropolis, so as to provide a new carrier
for Middle Eastern capital to land in the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.

The situation in the Middle East is volatile, so Hong Kong
merchants must not be too eager for quick success. They
should pay more attention to and respect the local religious
culture, and conduct in-depth observation of market pain
points to avoid possible cultural and cognitive conflicts. It
is recommended that enterprises conduct market research
in advance, set up a localized operation team, reduce
communication and operation risks from details, and achieve
steady development.

Expanding the Middle East market is a strategic development
direction for Hong Kong during the five-year plan period.
Hong Kong has the advantages to carry out comprehensive
cooperation with Middle Eastern countries in high-end
financial professional services and high-tech industries, assist
in the urban reconstruction of Middle Eastern cities, and
promote the application of financial technology in the region.

Carrying out comprehensive cooperation with the Middle
East is also an important practice for Hong Kong to connect
with the markets along the “Belt and Road” Initiative. Through
in-depth linkage with the Middle East, Hong Kong will
expand its overseas business footprint and further promote
the diversified development of its economy and market. €3
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TREND WATCH: GOING GLOBAL
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Leveraging its unique strengths, Hong Kong has
become an ideal platform for Mainland enterprises to
go global. The HKSAR Government is actively drafting
its first five-year plan. A major initiative under this effort
is the GoGloba Task Force, personally supervised

by Algernon Yau, Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development.
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HKTDC Launches “GoGlobal Connect”
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Earlier this year, the HKTDC surveyed over 2,000 enterprises across the Chinese
Mainland. More than 80% (83%) said they planned to go global using Hong Kong’s
professional services — a sharp increase from 62% in 2023. Responding to the rapidly
rising demand for global expansion, the HKTDC launched the “GoGlobal Connect” this
April.

By drawing on resources from its 51 global offices, the platform upgrades service
offerings, helps Mainland enterprises connect efficiently with Hong Kong professional
service providers, jointly explore global business opportunities, and elevate Hong Kong’s
role as a strategic platform. The platform has officially settled at the HKTDC’s SME
Service Center and is now following up on more than 100 corporate inquiries regarding
global expansion.

The “GoGlobal Connect” delivers support in four key areas:

® Establishing the GoGlobal Cross-sectoral Professional Services Platform, bringing
together Hong Kong service providers across eight major sectors: finance, legal
services, accounting/tax/business consulting, design/marketing/brand management,
logistics and transportation, communications and information technology,
infrastructure and real estate, as well as testing and certification, to streamline
connections for Mainland enterprises;

B Setting up dedicated “GoGlobal Connect” booths at flagship events for service
providers to offer on-site consulting;

® Adding “GoGlobal Connect” elements to trade promotion events held in the Mainland
to promote Hong Kong as a prime platform for global expansion;

m Utilizing the HKTDC's global network to provide online and offline market matching
support for enterprises

RS - AifE “HiEEIER N EERBES”

Scan the QR Code to visit the GoGlobal Cross-sectoral
Professional Services Platform

EHBPIEEFEE The Chinese General Chamber of Commerce 19
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he latest economic data reflects the
T resilience of Hong Kong’s economy.

In March 2026, overall merchandise
export and import values jumped year-over-
year by 35.8% and 41.2% respectively,
with first-quarter GDP growing by 5.9%.
Yau stated that Hong Kong has risen to the
world’s fifth-largest merchandise trading
economy. This solidifies Hong Kong’s
position as an international economic and
trade hub, able to deliver strong support
for enterprises to enter global markets via
Hong Kong.

Cross-bureau & cross-industry
collaboration

The HKSAR Government offers a full range
of policy support for global expansion. The
GoGlobal Task Force actively attracts key
Mainland enterprises to set up entities in
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Hong Kong, helping them gradually build
corporate functions and business operations
that meet overseas market standards and
fully prepare for global outreach. Since its
launch last October, the GoGlobal Task
Force has been promoting collaboration
across government bureaus, departments
and organizations. The Hong Kong Trade
Development Council (HKTDC), one of
its members, has officially rolled out the
GoGlobal cross-sectoral professional services
platform. It assembles eight categories of
Hong Kong professional service providers,
covering legal, accounting, financial, testing
and certification and other fields, to precisely
match the service needs of Mainland
enterprises expanding overseas and deliver
professional, customized consulting services.

Yau noted that the GoGlobal Task Force has
also signed a memorandum of understanding
with China’s Ministry of Commerce to help
enterprises build international compliance
frameworks. It supports corporate global
market engagement through the integrated
three-tier network of overseas economic
and trade offices, Invest Hong Kong and the
HKTDC.

Meanwhile, the GoGlobal Task Force has
held three Steering Committee meetings
and launched a series of follow-up initiatives,
including themed promotion events hosted
in Hong Kong and the Mainland provinces
and cities. As of April, more than ten
promotion events have been held, attracting

over 3,000 representatives from Mainland
enterprises. Many have expressed interest in
entering global markets through Hong Kong.

Expand promotion events

Yau emphasized that Hong Kong will create
tailored global expansion solutions for
enterprises based on the specific demands
of different overseas markets. The GoGlobal
Task Force will continue to push forward
all related work, focusing on recruiting
strategically valuable Mainland enterprises
to establish operations in Hong Kong. It will
keep hosting industry-themed promotion
and matching events in Hong Kong and the
Mainland, and invite Mainland enterprises to
join overseas study tours, allowing them to
gain first-hand understanding of local market
conditions.

This year marks the planning phase for the
national 15th Five-Year Plan, with the central
government explicitly supporting Hong Kong
to strengthen its status as an international
financial, shipping and trade center. Yau said
the GoGlobal Task Force will continue to
leverage Hong Kong’s unique advantages,
align Hong Kong’s strengths with national
development needs, turn global expansion
services into a new growth driver for Hong
Kong’s economy, and fuel robust growth for
Hong Kong’s professional services sector.
He encouraged the business community to
make full use of the GoGlobal Task Force and
seize global expansion opportunities during
the national 15th Five-Year Plan period.



TREND WATCH: NORTHERN METROPOLIS EAEEBRE It &

13

www.astri.org

(SR
HE Rt %

ASTRI: NORTHERN METROPOLIS - _
A NEW INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY ENGINE

TEUAS
&

A

R
S

ARaen?
%‘ﬁ\ii‘iﬂ

B

AL

e
-

'\ié.
%

)
e
R

EEBELERAIRAOBIRAERFZI > J688  The Northern Metropolis (NM) is emerging as the core
gFem (JbE) ERZE “BEdet « JbaIRl”  engine under the development blueprint of South-North
HEBIZNE|E - EASBEANEKITEE dual engine (finance - I&T). As Hong Kong's largest
R . . N . government-funded R&D centre, the Hong Kong Applied
X 3 2 7o e 3 p=
ik EFI'UU_E SRBARRIEE (BHT)  gience and Technology Research Institute (ASTRI) is
IETRIBER STICEREE /R © actively mapping out its development in the NM.
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unny Lee, Board Chairman of
ASTRI, stated that the NM —
covering the Hetao Hong Kong-

Shenzhen Innovation and Technology
Park, San Tin Technology City and Ngau

ZEE I Sunny Lee

Tam Mei — will serve as Hong Kong’s
future growth engine, injecting new
economic momentum and accelerating
the city’s transformation into an
international innovation and technology
(I1&T) hub. In late April this year, the
Outline of Guangdong’s 15th Five-Year
Plan explicitly proposed for the first time
to actively align with Hong Kong’s NM
development strategy, underscoring the
region’s importance in Guangdong-Hong
Kong cooperation.

Demonstrating commitment
through action

Lee revealed that ASTRI has already
rolled out tangible initiatives. On April
21, ASTRI signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with HKT to set up a Joint
Research and Development Laboratory at
the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Innovation and
Technology Park, driving corporate digital
transformation and supporting Hong
Kong’s digital economy and smart city
development. Leveraging HKT’s network
expertise and ASTRI's R&D capabilities,
they will co-develop innovative solutions
in artificial intelligence, 5G/6G, low-
orbit satellites, low-altitude economy,
cybersecurity and the Internet of Things.

Benefiting from the national “pilot first”
policy, the lab will facilitate seamless
flow of various elements and serve as a
platform for cross-border collaboration
and technology commercialization,
Lee said. He stressed that ASTRI will
join hands with HKT to develop Al-
enabled advanced communication
technologies, helping enterprises enhance
competitiveness while accelerating the
journey of R&D outcomes from laboratory
to market, driving high-quality economic
growth in Hong Kong.
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ASTRI features an exhibition booth at InnoEX.

One river, two shores to fill
industry gaps

Regarding the NM positioning, Lee said
it aligns closely with ASTRI’s objectives
that “focus on applied research, promote
commercialization, and empower all
industries through technology”. Adjacent
to Shenzhen, the NM can unleash
synergy across the two sides of the river,
enabling R&D achievements to quickly
connect with manufacturing bases and
markets in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area (Greater Bay
Area).

Endowed with ample land resources, the
NM can support the establishment of
pilot-scale facilities and production lines,
filing Hong Kong’s gap in technological
industrialization and aligning with
global trends in artificial intelligence,
semiconductors and healthcare
technology.

Looking ahead five to ten years,
Lee expects the NM to grow into an
internationally competitive I&T hub. In
artificial intelligence, the NM can build an
open Al computing platform, focusing on
developing fintech, smart logistics and
industrial Al, while incubating enterprises
with international influence. In healthcare

TREND WATCH: NORTHERN
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technology, complementing the Hetao
life and health industrial cluster, it would
develop digital healthcare, precision
diagnosis and smart medical devices.
In semiconductors and advanced
manufacturing, focus will be on high
value-added segments such as chip
design and advanced packaging. By
2035, the NM will evolve into an I&T
gateway connecting the international
markets with the Greater Bay Area.

Opportunities and challenges
Lee identified three major opportunities
the NM brings to ASTRI. First, spatial
opportunities to build comprehensive
R&D facilities and demonstration
factories. Second, collaborative
opportunities for rapid connection with
Shenzhen'’s supply chains following R&D
and design. Third, talent opportunities
to attract global talent. In terms of
complementarity with other Greater Bay
Area cities, the NM should leverage
Hong Kong’s role as a “super-connector”,
focusing on fundamental applied
research, international standards, and
market expansion to realize two-way
technologies flow.

Lee also candidly acknowledged that
NM development remains in its early

stages, facing three major challenges: an
immature I&T ecosystem, the “last mile”
problem in commercialization, and cross-
boundary collaboration facilitation.

Lee’s vision for the NM is “rooted in
Hong Kong, oriented to the Greater
Bay Area and connected to the
world”. He believes realizing this vision
requires close cooperation among
the government, industry, academia,
research and investment sectors. The
government should fulfil its facilitator
role while research institutions adopt
a market-oriented approach. He
encouraged business sector to serve
as early testing partners by participating
ASTRI’s four major technology alliances
in microelectronics, fintech, smart
mobility and construction to expedite the
application of research outcomes.

He is confident that with concerted
efforts from all parties, the NM will
become a key I&T platform for Hong
Kong, contributing to the city’s integration
into national development and enhancing
its international competitiveness. He also
looks forward to ASTRI full commitment,
working hand-in-hand with all sectors to
co-create the future of NM. €5
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OPPORTUNITIES

As Hong Kong'’s elderly population continues
to grow, the silver-haired group aged 60 to 79
already accounts for 26% of the total population.
A survey by the Consumer Council shows that
this important consumer group has a solid
asset base and demonstrates a proactive and
independent consumption attitude, bringing huge
silver economy opportunities to the local market.
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t present, elderly-friendly products
A and services are emerging in an

endless stream, which not only
help improve the quality of life of the elderly,
but also drive the development of related
industries and commercial activities. Joey
Lai, Acting Senior Director of the
Consumer Council, pointed out that the
Consumer Council launched a study in
2024 to gain an in-depth understanding of
the consumption patterns and attitudes of
elderly consumers in Hong Kong and the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area (Greater Bay Area), the driving
factors behind consumption, as well as the
problems and satisfaction levels encountered
during the consumption process.

Proactive and independent
consumption

The survey found that the financial
foundation of the elderly group is
actually quite solid: more than 60% of
the respondents own property, the vast
majority of which have completed mortgage
repayments; more than 40% have personal
liquid assets of over HKD1 million. In
addition, the vast majority of respondents do
not need to support their children, have high
financial autonomy, and have the ability to
invest and improve their quality of life. Their
consumption patterns also show proactive
and active characteristics, with an average
monthly local consumption expenditure of
HKD7,785, and the top three consumption
categories are retail shopping, dining out,
and leisure and entertainment.

EBEREEREE The Chinese General Chamber of Commerce
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At the same time, most elderly consumers
expect their future expenses to remain
stable or even increase. Lai said that their
requirements for the quality of retirement
life are constantly improving, and they
generally hope that merchants can offer
exclusive discounts, improve the quality
and variety of products and services, and
enhance transportation convenience. These
demands are exactly driving the diversified
development of the elderly industry,
including smart home assistive devices,
health monitoring equipment, leisure travel
for the elderly, and lifelong learning courses,
forming a complete industrial chain from
R&D and production to sales and after-sales
service, and promoting employment and
technological innovation.

More humanized services

The potential of Hong Kong’s silver economy
is beyond doubt. The development of
elderly-friendly products and services is

28 & CGCCVISION 20266
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gradually driving the formation of a complete
industrial chain from R&D and production to
sales, and even promoting cross-industry
cooperation, such as the combination
of real estate and medical care to form
“medical and nursing communities”, and
the cooperation between retail and digital
technology to launch “elderly-friendly online
shopping platforms”, further expanding the
boundaries of the industry.

While further unleashing this market force,
Lai emphasized that merchants and service
providers should not forget to build a more
elderly-friendly consumption environment.
Taking the consumer complaints related
to the elderly received by the Consumer
Council as an example, she pointed out that
elderly consumers have filed complaints in
the fields of telecommunications services,
electrical appliances, fithess and beauty
services, etc. In many cases, elderly, solitary
and sick elderly people were persuaded

to sign long-term high-fee contracts or
purchase value-added services that do
not meet their actual needs; more than
87% of the respondents have encountered
problems such as goods not matching the
description, complicated return procedures,
and unfamiliarity with fintech payment
methods.

Lai suggested that merchants should
take the initiative to understand the actual
needs of the elderly, simplify procedures,
provide flexible arrangements, be more
transparent in sales methods, and establish
a service image of “humanization” and
“caring for people”. These are the keys
to the sustainable development of the
elderly industry, and can also make Hong
Kong a model city for the regional silver
economy. €

The above is the essence of the seminar “Silver Economy:
Opportunities and Challenges” held by the Members’
Services and District Affairs Committee of the Chamber.
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Conference”, jointly organized by the Chamber and
the Hainan Federation of Industry and Commerce,
was successfully held in Haikou. The Chamber
organized a delegation to attend the event, exploring
new opportunities. The delegation was also received
by provincial and municipal leaders of Hainan.
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the Chamber the Guangdong-HK-Macao Bay

Area Entrepreneurs Alliance. Jonathan Choi, the
Chamber’s Chairman, served as the Leader of Delegation;
Charles Cheung and Kevin Fan, the Chamber’s
Vice-Chairmen with Pauline Ngan, Chairman of the
Chamber’s Mainland Affairs Committee, served as
Deputy Leaders of Delegation; Anthony Li, Director of the
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office in Guangdong
(GDETO), and So Tsz-yin, Deputy Director of GDETO,
served as special guests.

T his Hainan study tour was jointly organized by

Deepening cooperation between the two
regions

Feng Fei, Secretary of the Hainan Provincial Committee,
attended the conference and delivered a speech. He noted

EHBPEEEE The Chinese General Chamber of Commerce 31
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Signing the Memorandum of Cooperation with the Hainan Federation of Industry and Commerce.

that following the island-wide customs closure operation
of the Hainan Free Trade Port, its opening-up vitality has
continued to strengthen, the industrial system has been
continuously optimized, and the business environment
has been further improved. Hainan is accelerating the
development of a world-class, market-oriented, law-based
and international business environment. Hainan is striving to
develop tourism, modern services, high-tech industries and
tropical characteristic high-efficiency agriculture, expecting
more Hong Kong enterprises to invest in Hainan and deepen
cooperation in economic and trade investment, finance, data
flow, tourism and talent exchange.

Choi emphasized that industries and enterprises in Hainan
and Hong Kong can explore a collaborative model of
"Hainan Production + Hong Kong Services + International
Markets". Hong Kong can provide financial, green finance,
and professional service support for Hainan’s industries,
while Hainan can accelerate the development of a digital
free trade port and promote coordinated development of
the digital economy. The Chamber will continue to serve
as a bridge, assisting Hong Kong enterprises in seizing
opportunities in the Hainan Free Trade Port.

Li stated that Hainan-Hong Kong enterprises can leverage
Hong Kong’s procurement, trade financing, and efficient
logistics services, combined with Hainan’s advantages of
"zero-tariff" imports and value-added processing within
the island, to boost the development of the free trade
port. Fan and Ngan shared insights on dual-port linkage,
deepening industrial cooperation, and expanding global
markets respectively. During the conference, the Chamber
and the Hainan Federation of Industry and Commerce
signed a MOU to advance the implementation of Qiong-
Hong cooperation.

iz (F)
Wang Qiyang (right)

Promote high-quality Hainan-Hong Kong
development

Liu Xiaoming, Governor of Hainan Province, held a
symposium with the Chamber’s delegation. Liu stated
that Hong Kong has long been Hainan’s primary source
of foreign investment and a key trading partner. In 2025,
over 790 Hong Kong-funded enterprises were newly
established in Hainan, with Hong Kong business investment
exceeding RMB18 billion, representing an annual growth of
over 20%—a clear indication of the strong momentum of
Hainan-Hong Kong cooperation. He highlighted the close
industrial alignment and vast cooperation potential between
Hainan and Hong Kong, expressing hope that both sides will
establish a regular cooperation mechanism under the 15th
Five-Year Plan, focusing on financial services, cross-border
trade, healthcare, commercial aerospace, marine technology,
digital economy, cultural tourism and consumption to drive
key project implementation.

Choi noted that the Chamber has long supported the
development of the Hainan Free Trade Port and will continue
to act as a bridge. It will promote the implementation of
the "Hong Kong Capital, Hong Kong System, Hong Kong
Arbitration" model in Hainan, support Hainan enterprises in
leveraging Hong Kong’s platform to expand into international
markets, and guide more Hong Kong enterprises to seize
free trade port opportunities for mutual benefit.

Wang Qiyang, Standing Committee Member of the
Hainan Provincial Committee and Secretary of the
Sanya Municipal Committee, met with Choi to discuss
the progress of the Hainan Free Trade Port and development
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opportunities in Sanya. Choi acknowledged Sanya’s
enormous potential for high-end, branded, international,
and youth-oriented development, affirming the Chamber’s
commitment to deepening exchanges and cooperation with
Sanya and contributing to its high-quality growth.

Building a platform for enterprise
interaction and matching

The Chamber’s delegation held an Enterprise Cooperation
Exchange Meeting with the China Council for the Promotion
of International Trade (CCPIT) Hainan Sub-council. The
meeting focused on opportunities in the Hainan Free Trade
Port and industrial complementarity between Hainan and
Hong Kong, providing one-on-one matching opportunities
for entrepreneurs in finance, logistics, healthcare, trade
and tourism from both regions. Ning Hongwen, Party
Secretary and President of CCPIT Hainan Sub-
council, expressed a desire to deepen cooperation with the
Chamber and establish more efficient matching channels
for Hainan-Hong Kong enterprises. Cheung stated that the
Chamber will forge a closer cooperation mechanism with
CCPIT Hainan Sub-council to support Hainan enterprises in
“going global” via Hong Kong’s international platform.

On-site visits to explore investment
opportunities

During their stay in Hainan, the delegation visited Sanya,
Lingshui, Haikou, Ding’an, Bo’ao (Qionghai), Wenchang,
and Chengmai, accompanied by local leaders to inspect
key industrial parks and projects. Key visits included: Chen
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Kebai, Vice Mayor of Sanya, accompanied the delegation
to the Sanya Demonstration Zone for Hainan-Hong Kong
Economic Cooperation. Zhou Changqiang, Secretary
of the Qionghai Municipal Committee and Secretary
of the Lecheng Pilot Zone Administration, attended
inspections of the Bo’ao Lecheng International Medical
Tourism Pilot Zone. Ding Fei, Chairman of the Hainan
Federation of Industry and Commerce, accompanied
the delegation throughout visits to the Ding’an Taling
Industrial Park, Wenchang International Aerospace City
Exhibition Center, and Commercial Aerospace Launch
Site. In Chengmai, Sheng Yongjun, Secretary of the
Chengmai County Committee, held discussions with Choi
to explore opportunities and cooperation. The delegation
also visited the Sanya International Duty-Free City, Lingshui
Subsea Data Center and Lingshui Li’an International
Education Innovation Pilot Zone to understand Hainan Free
Trade Port’s industrial planning, investment policies and
opportunities. &
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ZHEJIANG-HONG KONG SCI-TECH ALIGNMENT:
DRIVING COOPERATION ON NEW QUALITY PRODUCTIVE FORCES
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The Chamber organized a delegation to Zhejiang
focusing on promoting bilateral cooperation on “new
quality productive forces.” During the visit, the Chamber
co-organized industry matching events with the Zhejiang
Federation of Industry and Commerce and the Zhejiang
Young Entrepreneurs’ Association, and conducted site
visits to Zhejiang University as well as several sci-tech
enterprises and institutions.
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Engaging with Zhejiang's young entrepreneurs.
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Gaining insights into the development of innovation and entrepreneurship at Zhejiang University.
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the Chamber’s Innovation, Technology & Industry

Committee and Young Executives’ Committee,
served as the Heads of the delegation; Andrew Yao and
Robert Lee, the Chamber’s Vice-chairmen, served as the
Advisors; Lawrence Lam and Jason Wong, Chairmen of the
Chamber’s Innovation, Technology & Industry Committee
and Young Executives’ Committee, served as the Executive

J ohnny Yu and Jennifer Yeung, Supervisory Chairs of

url rrReEsE =N

Leaders. During their stay in Zhejiang, the delegation met with
Xu Xu, Executive Deputy Director of the United Front
Work Department of the Zhejiang Provincial Committee.
Xu briefed the delegation on the latest developments in Zhejiang
and its key cities regarding the digital economy, advanced
manufacturing and innovative industries. He noted that the
Provincial United Front Work Department and the Chamber have
long maintained close cooperation.

Industry matching event with Provincial
Federation of Industry and Commerce

The Chamber also co-organized a matching event with the
Zhejiang Provincial Federation of Industry and Commerce. Yu
pointed out that the Chamber would fully leverage its strengths
in connecting the Mainland with overseas markets, rely on
the two major national strategies of the YRD Integration and
the Greater Bay Area, link up the young business forces of
Zhejiang and Hong Kong, Lin Jianliang, Vice Chairman
of the Zhejiang Provincial Federation of Industry and
Commerce, expressed his hope that this matching event
would serve as a bond for representatives from both sides
to engage in in-depth exchanges on Zhejiang-Hong Kong
industrial cooperation, sci-tech innovation and international
expansion.

Promoting the commercialization of industry-
academia-research achievements
During the trip, the delegation visited the Zhejiang University

EHBPEEEE The Chinese General Chamber of Commerce
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Hangzhou International Sci-Tech Innovation Center and the
Student Innovation Practice Base for Robotics and Intelligent
Equipment. The Chamber also co-organized a themed exchange
activity on “New Quality Productive Forces” with the Zhejiang
Young Entrepreneurs’ Association, where representatives
from several new quality enterprises shared their insights, and
entrepreneurs from both sides engaged in lively discussions on
intelligent manufacturing, biomedicine and digital transformation.

& CGCCVISION 2026-6

Understanding cutting-edge technologies and
industrial practices

The delegation conducted site visits to a number of sci-tech
enterprises, including New H3C Group, CHINT Solar Technology
Co Ltd, Nurotron Biotechnology Co Ltd, Xinfengming Group, as
well as BrainCo, Unitree Robotics and DeepRobotics — three of
Hangzhou'’s “Six Little Dragons” — to gain insights into fields such
as neuro-electronics, humanoid robotics, digital infrastructure,
intelligent manufacturing and green energy. (24-27/5) &)
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From a professional ballet dancer to a higher education
administrator, Anna Chan, Director of the Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts (HKAPA), deeply feels that
artistic training can also shape leadership. She encourages
Hong Kong's business community to join hands in writing a
new future for Hong Kong’s culture and arts.
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(4 re artistic performance and school
‘ \ management two completely
different worlds?” During her more

than one year tenure as President, Chan
has often been asked similar questions.
She laughs and says that she was once a
ballet dancer on her toes on the stage, but
now as President of HKAPA, she needs
to manage a team of 428 staff and face
challenges from the market and institutional
systems. However, her more than 30 years
of professional career have made her deeply

YOUNG ELITES #H—&

realize that art and business management
share many common logics.

She recalls that she started learning ballet
at the age of 13, a relatively late start, but
a year later she resolved to take stage
performance as her lifelong career. In Hong
Kong in the 1980s, parents generally worried
that an artistic career had no future and that
one would have to retire around the age
of 30. As a mother of three children, she
frankly says it is not difficult to understand
her parents’ hesitation back then. However,
Hong Kong now has professional institutions
like HKAPA, and she suggests that parents
may wish to understand the benefits of
performing arts education.

“Ballet has cultivated in me qualities such as
respect for discipline, pursuit of perfection,
courage to make long-term commitments,
emphasis on teamwork, as well as problem-
solving abilities.” Chan recalls that the
experience of getting up at 6 a.m. every day
to practice dance and continuing training
until late at night after school was certainly
tough, but it also cultivated her resilience.
She points out that in the Al era, knowledge
and technology iterate rapidly, but these soft
skills are irreplaceable, and are exactly the
communication, adaptability and leadership
capabilities that enterprises increasingly
value. Behind the graceful movements on
tiptoe are years of rational discipline and
dedication.

Aligning with national
development

Moving from the stage to behind the
scenes, Chan’s mindset has also undergone
a profound transformation. She once
worked in institutions including the West
Kowloon Cultural District, and realized that
personal performances can win applause,
but building systems can win a long-term
future. Now at HKAPA, she not only nurtures
individual artists, but also shoulders the
responsibility of cultivating the talent echelon
for the entire cultural industry. She reveals
that the academy currently ranks 10th in the
world and 1st in Asia for performing arts in
the QS World University Rankings, thanks to
its sound systems and international network
layout.

Chan says the academy is actively aligning
with the strategies of building a Cultural
Power and achieving self-reliance and
strength in science and technology in the
country’s 15th Five-Year Plan. Hong Kong
shoulders the pivotal mission of bringing
Chinese culture to the world and world
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culture into China. She emphasizes that
this is not a task that the arts community
can complete alone; it requires the joint
participation of the business, education and
arts sectors.

Active transformation and Al
utilization

She continues that HKAPA is undergoing
active transformation. The core reform
direction of the academy is to integrate
four key areas: talent cultivation, creative
innovation, cultural exchange and industrial
transformation. The academy looks
forward to transforming from a traditional
talent training institution into an industry-
driven academy, building an innovation
ecosystem that connects teaching, creation,
research and development and industrial
transformation.

Of particular note is the Northern Metropolis
(NM) new campus plan. She emphasizes
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that the Wan Chai Campus will not be
relocated, and will continue to serve as an
international cooperation and training base,
retaining seven professional performance
venues and maintaining its landmark status
as a cultural hub of Victoria Harbour.
The new campus is located in Hung
Shui Kiu, and will be developed from an
innovation and technology perspective,
with experimental theatres and incubation
spaces, focusing on the development of
Al and ArtTech, and serving as a base for
cross-border cooperation and testing.

Investing in culture for the
future

Chan describes the NM Campus as a
“catalyst”. “We are trying to bring our
works north to integrate into the country’s
cultural landscape, while attracting cultural
resources from the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area and the
Mainland to the south for exchanges

and collaboration.” She looks forward to
launching the “Performing Arts Innovation
and Technology Centre” in the future, to
promote the transformation of Intellectual
Property (IP) into assets with economic
value and a bridging role. She encourages
every student to see themselves as an IP.

Facing the challenges and opportunities
of the Al era, Chan believes that culture
and arts should not be regarded as a
cost or add-on, but as the core of a city’s
long-term competitiveness. She calls on
business leaders to view investment in
culture as a strategic layout, rather than
pure charity. “Culture shapes aesthetics,
aesthetics influences creativity, creativity
drives industries, and industries determine
competitiveness.” She points out that
for Hong Kong to go further, culture and
business need to walk hand in hand. ¢
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Internship Program for Hong Kong Youth”,

sending 60 Hong Kong youths to Shanghai
for a 56-day internship. A pre-departure seminar
and briefing were held, with Nixie Lam, Legislative
Council member speaking on the content of “One
Country, Two Systems”, the Basic Law, and the
National Security Law, as well as the country's recent
economic and social development.

T he Chamber once again organized “Shanghai

At the Hong Kong launch ceremony of the internship
program, Andrew Yao, the Chamber’s Vice-
Chairman and Supervisory Chair of the
Education and Training Committee and lvan
Wong, Chairman of the Committee, delivered
speeches. They thanked the HKSAR Government,
co-organizers and institutions for their strong support
of the program, and encouraged students to actively
participate in the internship. Xu Xiaolin, Deputy
Minister of the Coordination Department of the
LOCPG; Chen Longxiu, Deputy Director of the
Coordination Department of the LOCPG; Lam;
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Stanley Choi, Member of the Youth Development
Commission; Han Xue, representative from the
HR Department of China Merchants Group, and
representatives from various universities were invited
to attend the event.

Following the launch ceremony, the Chamber’s
Office-Bearers, Standing Committee Members and
Committee Members held a mentor-mentee forum
with the students to exchange experiences. The
orientation camp was held that afternoon at Anchor
House in Ma Wan. Through team activities, the interns
learned problem-solving skills and strengthened their
independent work abilities.

The interns departed for Shanghai on June 6 and
attended the Shanghai-Hong Kong Joint Welcome
Gala and the opening ceremony organized by the
Huangpu Overseas Friendship Association and
the Putuo District Overseas Friendship Association
respectively. They officially started their internship on
June 8. (26/5-8/6) €»
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The interview was hosted by Janice Choi (left), Chairman of the Chamber’s Culture Committee. For the video footage, please stay tuned to the Chamber’s official
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JOYCE KOI: A DEVOTEE OF
CANTONESE OPERA AND CHARITY
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Joyce Koi, renowned Cantonese opera
performer, specializes in the wenwusheng (Civil
and martial male) role. Her greatest aspiration
for the future, it turns out, is to portray Xiang
Yu. She refuses to follow the crowd, and
always holds compassion close to her heart.
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Ming Chi Sing Opera Troupe has participated multiple times in the Chamber’s “We Care - We Share” Campaign Cantonese opera charity shows, offering
free performances to grassroots citizens to experience the beauty of Cantonese opera.
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oi’s deep bond with Cantonese
Kopera stems from the subtle

influence of her family. During
her childhood, she often accompanied
her mother to the New Territories to
watch sacred ritual operas. The elaborate
costumes on stage and the sounds of
gongs and drums completely captivated her.
At that time, she secretly made a vow to
herself: she hoped to one day stand on the
stage as a Cantonese opera performer.

Even in 1980s Hong Kong, Cantonese
opera was already dismissed as outdated
by many young people. Koi did not dare to
share this passion publicly, and could only
listen to opera pieces quietly at home. It was
not until secondary school that she chanced
upon an advertisement in the newspaper
for admissions to the Cantonese Opera
Academy of Hong Kong. She resolutely
joined the interest class and began learning
the basic skills. Many of her classmates
dropped out after three months, but she
persevered, driven by her intense passion
and determination.

“When you love something, you must
devote yourself to it wholeheartedly.”
This childhood vow, combined with her
unwavering character that refuses to swim
with the tide, became the greatest driving
force for her steady progress along the path
of Cantonese opera in the years to come.

Steadfast dedication

Established for more than 30 years, the Ming
Chi Sing Opera Troupe has long held the
leading position in Hong Kong’s Cantonese
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opera industry. As the soul of the troupe,
Koi values integrity above all else. She
wholeheartedly polishes every performance,
and has earned the long-term trust of both
organizers and audiences through her
professional prowess.

She likens the troupe to a traditional slow-
cooked soup — simmered gently over low
heat for years, its flavor grows richer and
more profound with time. She believes that
this unwavering commitment to quality and
sense of responsibility to the audience are
exactly why Ming Chi Sing has remained
deeply beloved by audiences for decades.

Challenging oneself to break
boundaries

Koi has never been content to stay within
her comfort zone. The role she most yearns
to take on is that of Xiang Yu. This heroic,
tragic and bold figure, who valued loyalty
and righteousness above all else, embodies
both heroic spirit and the brilliance of human
nature. She hopes to have the opportunity to
bring this character to life on the Cantonese
opera stage, portraying the male character’s
majesty and inner emotions as a female
performer.

Prior to this, she had already boldly taken on
the cross-gender role of a eunuch. This is a
role that even male wenwusheng performers
in Hong Kong’s Cantonese opera circle
rarely dare to play, yet she rose to the
challenge, winning surprise and acclaim
from young audiences. For her, constantly
challenging oneself is the proper attitude for
an actor to grow and improve.

Upholding traditions while
innovating with the times

Faced with the strong impact of popular
culture, Koi has actively promoted the
adaptation of Cantonese opera to keep pace
with the times. She advocates condensing
traditional operas, shortening performances
that originally lasted over four hours to
around two and a half hours, quickening the
stage rhythm to prevent young audiences
from feeling bored.

She believes that curiosity is the key
to attracting young people to join the
industry, and it is the responsibility of senior
performers to pave the way, showcasing the
charm of Cantonese opera through high-
quality performances. Cantonese opera
is not only an artistic performance, but
also carries the educational significance
of Chinese culture, allowing the younger

generation to rediscover traditional culture
while enjoying the art form.

A compassionate heart for
lifelong charity

Koi regards charity as an important part
of her life. A devout Buddhist, she firmly
believes that giving is more blessed than
receiving. She has been actively participating
in charity performances since the early
days of her career. In 2005, she travelled to
Mongolia with World Vision for a visit, where
she witnessed with her own eyes local
families living in thin clothing and suffering
from hunger even in -20°C weather. This
experience deeply touched her.

After returning to Hong Kong, she cherished
the happiness in front of her even more,
and worked harder to call on the public to
engage in more charitable acts. She also
practiced what she preached, integrating
her compassionate heart into her performing
career. For example, starting in 2013, the
Ming Chi Sing Opera Troupe has partnered
with the Chamber’s “We Care - We Share
Campaign” for charity performances, having
hosted over ten thousand citizens to enjoy
classic operas for free. Koi believes that this
is not only a way to promote Cantonese
opera culture, but also a gesture to give
back to Hong Kong society.

No regrets with aspirations for
the future

To members of the industrial and commercial
sectors, Koi hopes that everyone can
support the development of Cantonese
opera in various ways. She points out
that as a cultural and artistic undertaking,
Cantonese opera needs external support in
times of peace and prosperity. The industrial
and commercial sectors create value with
business acumen, while the arts sector wins
people’s hearts through performances. By
supporting each other, the two sides can
jointly build a better society.

Looking back on half a lifetime spent on the
opera stage, Koi said with deep emotion that
she has “no regrets in life”. She has always
been sincere and earnest in everything she
does, repaying every supporter with her
genuine heart and well-earned reputation.
She believes that sincere efforts will always
be rewarded with the best returns in the
end. &
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WRETHERBRBNRIEFEARILN (M) (28/4)
Zhu Lifan (fourth from left), Vice Chairman of the
Government of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region (28/4)

NEERFHEZERL - BERAAFHTAKREE
eXaESRE (£) (13/5)

E Hongda (left), Secretary of the Party Committee and
Political Commissar of the 8th Division Shihezi City and
Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Shihezi
Municipal People’s Congress (13/5)

FEBREHEITRISEZEE (M) (14/5
Jiang Hongzhi (fourth from left), Deputy Director of the
Liaison Department of the China Council for the Promotion
of International Trade (14/5)

& CGCCVISION 2026-6

EETEBRAAREZGREIAETER FHAD)
(13/5)

Wang Jiandong (third from left, front row), Vice Chairman
of the Standing Committee of the People’s Congress of
Fengxian District, Shanghai (13/5)

mEEAEIEE (Bimg) WERRKE (&)
(12/5)
Fu Jun (left), Secretary-General of the Xinjiang Uygur

Autonomous Region Federation of Industry and Commerce
(12/5)

BRXEREEMEREHARRRE (ED) (26/5)
Yu Yi (second from left), Resident Representative of the
Canton Fair Hong Kong Office (26/5)

EMEEEEIEEERBIERZEE (GM)
(11/5)

Bi Guohui (fourth from right), Deputy Director of the
Foreign Trade Management Division of the Department of
Commerce of Jilin Province (11/5)
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8. PR KEMEIT R Olzhas Smagulov (BZ) (14/5) 9. BUMBKERAZEERERE ~ 1ISO/TC289{&(EEE Gerhard
Olzhas Smagulov (second from right), Deputy Akim of the Hrebicek (FiHEAR) (11/5)

City of Almaty (14/5) Gerhard Hrebicek (fifth from left, front row), President of the
European Brand Institute and incoming Chairman of ISO/TC
289 Brand Evaluation (11/5)
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BROCBRIEL - RAFE /BT RKREGERET
REER > BEMEHEBZTERRRE
8 > BFREMMBIRESIE - FRBAE
I28R Jun Kim H§2HERFGRIISE -
HERREZEBRIFETHE > HEESE
> HEIESBLEEMSE - (11/5) &
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NETWORKING WITH THE KoCham
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with the Korean Chamber of Commerce in

Hong Kong, where participants engaged in
in-depth exchanges on topics such as Hong Kong-
Korea economic and trade cooperation, industrial
collaboration, and cultural exchange. Johnny Chan,
Chairman of the External Affairs Committee
of the Chamber; Mickey Ko, Laurence Wong,
Roger Kam, Kevin Yeung and Jackson Choi, Vice-
Chairmen and several committee members attended
the event.

T he Chamber co-organized a networking event

Chan said that this gathering laid a solid foundation
for future cooperation and he hopes that the two
associations will launch more diversified activities.
Jun Kim, Chairman of the Korean Chamber of
Commerce in Hong Kong, expected that both
sides will leverage their complementary strengths and
promote more substantive cooperation soon. (11/5) &
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BRI REXELZES - EELZEENGERF
EtEEHEEGaMEEEE > HAEH
ERREMARESREEFEERXAN B2
B K R A EM R E R S B ER T E o
(18/5)

The Innovation, Technology and Industry
Committee, Young Executives’ Committee and
Members’ Services and District Affairs Committee
jointly organized a seminar and invited Sunny Lee,
Chairman of Hong Kong Applied Science and
Technology Research Institute (ASTRI), to

introduced ASTRI’s key work after its merger with
the Nano and Advanced Materials Institute. (18/5)

2. NEEREHMEERMABHSESH “1t
B~ BOZERTHFNEDR” HBE - FR
(ISIREAHEHE D) “ EBEK” SRERYESE
HEMER BRI E R o (12/5)

The Kowloon East District Liaison Committee and
New Territories District Liaison Committee co-
organized a talk, having Yiu Wing-him, columnist
for the Hong Kong Economic Journal, to

explain investment strategies for US and Hong
Kong stocks. (12/5)

3. BEREHEERN BFRET N=Eg
HEHEEZERER D =8 FERERRA
HRFREN  HEEFRANE « #EBF
f#RE o (21/5)

The Island East District Liaison Committee held
a sharing session about marine conservation,
where Yeung Kwok-fai, Member of the Liaison

Committee, talked about marine resource
ecosystems and marine conservation science. (21/5)






