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President Xi emphasized that Hong Kong enjoys good conditions and broad space for

development thanks to its special status. It is imperative for Hong Kong to seize historic
opportunities offered by the country’s development.

n his monumental speech delivered on July 1, President Xi

Jinping raised “four musts” and “four expectations”, clearly

laying out the strategic direction for the future development
of Hong Kong. It is important for various sectors in Hong Kong
to take President Xi’s words to heart, while CGCC takes the lead
to organize seminars for its members and the business sector
at large to promote thorough understanding and realization of
President Xi’'s expectations.

Improving governance

President Xi stressed the importance for Hong Kong to further
improve its governance and continue to create strong impetus
for growth, with which we fully agree. Indeed, in light of different
internal and external challenges in recent years, the HKSAR
government must make decisions resolutely in order to implement
policies effectively and efficiently.

As soon as the new Chief Executive and his administration
assumed office last month, they began working on areas with which
the public and various sectors are concerned, and strived to foster
positive interaction between the executive and legislative bodies.
The new administration also actively engaged stakeholders from
various sectors, including CGCC. The strong sense of responsibility
demonstrated by the new-term government has certainly
heightened anticipation in society.

In our opinion, the key to improving governance is to streamline
the government structure and eliminate procedural barriers, and
improve inter-departmental communication; in particular, an
unambiguous coordination mechanism should be in place for
handling serious matters. Concurrently, the authorities need to
promote long-term policy research to more accurately gauge public
needs and sentiment based on scientific evidence.

Strengthening “super connector” role

President Xi also said in his speech that the Central government fully
supports Hong Kong in its effort to keep its business environment
free and open, so as to expand and facilitate its exchanges with the
world. This is greatly encouraging to the business sector. Xia Baolong,
Director of the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the State
Council and the Vice-Chairman of the CPPCC National Committee,
described the motherland’s support for Hong Kong to connect with
the world as a “big gift package”, and urged Hong Kong society to
cherish and make good use of the Central government’s support.

For one thing, Hong Kong should actively act as a participant in
domestic circulation and a facilitator in international circulation under
the country’s dual-circulation strategy, by fulfilling its role in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (Greater Bay Area).

Not only can Hong Kong assist overseas companies to develop in the
Greater Bay Area, but it can also help Mainland companies explore
business opportunities overseas through its extensive network. To
align and coordinate effort and support for businesses in the Greater
Bay Area, Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao can look into the
possibility of developing an information sharing platform, establishing
a joint committee, and setting up a dedicated office to provide one-
stop information, advice and integrated services to businesses.

Meanwhile, Hong Kong should leverage its relative advantage and
provide, overseas and Mainland businesses with the professional
services they need. It can initiate the establishment of a coordination
committee for financial regulation in the Greater Bay Area to
handle cross-border issues in this regard. Leveraging the unique
advantages of the Northern Metropolis, Hong Kong can also
strengthen cooperation with Shenzhen, promote the conversion and
marketization of scientific research results in the Greater Bay Area,
and create more favorable conditions to attract international talent
and capital.

Ensuring social harmony and stability

President Xi pointed out that Hong Kong should earnestly address
people’s concerns and difficulties in daily life. During his first
question-and-answer session in the Legislative Council, the Chief
Executive proposed setting up four task forces to tackle issues
relating to intergenerational poverty, land supply, the production of
public housing, and district affairs. We are eager to see the new-
term government adopt an innovative mindset when it comes to
land and housing supply, and to see it review relevant policies
according to the actual needs of society, so as to address public
demand for housing.

We also hope that the government will further build on its poverty
alleviation and elderly care policies, and provide greater incentives
for the business sector and social welfare organizations to
participate in the provision of elderly services, as well as explore
cooperation with Mainland cities in the Greater Bay Area to diversify
elderly services in the region. In addition, the local authorities
need to actively find ways to increase education and employment
opportunities for Hong Kong young people, and strengthen their
awareness of national security and national education.

President Xi emphasized that Hong Kong enjoys good conditions
and broad space for development thanks to its special status. It is
imperative for Hong Kong to seize historic opportunities offered by
the country’s development, create further impetus for growth, and
actively dovetail itself with national strategies, while carrying out
more extensive exchanges and close cooperation with the rest of
the world, to ensure prosperous, stable development ahead. &)
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With the new Chief Executive and his team having assumed
July, all sectors of society have certain expectations in the fa
post-epidemic period. So how should the new Chief Executive :
Government balance the expectations of all sectors of socie
governance and get Hong Kong back on the right track?
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Lau Siu-kai: New-term Government should Improve Level of Governance to Deal
with Internal and External Challenges
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Chinese Association of Hong

Kong and Macau Studies, said
that they have to face an unprecedented,
complex and dangerous external
environment while being in a challenging
internal environment.

| au Siu-kai, Vice-President of the

“Hong Kong and the practice of ‘One
Country, Two Systems’ has entered a
turning point in historical development
over the past few years. The Central
Government is determined to realize
‘patriots administering Hong Kong’ so that
‘One Country, Two Systems’ can advance
steadily. But the sudden increase in political
instability due to the COVID-19 epidemic
has made governing the HKSAR an
uphill battle every inch of the way.” At the
international level, Lau said it is foreseeable
that Hong Kong will inevitably face ever
more difficulties and challenges with the
western world becoming increasingly
unfriendly towards it.

Build a strong leadership team

In Lau’s view, it is necessary to improve
Hong Kong’s capacity and level of
governance as soon as possible to properly
deal with the new challenges posed by



the changes in the internal and external
environments. He stressed that the new
Chief Executive must first form a strong
leadership team. “They have to accept
the Central Government’s leadership and
guidance with an open mind, earnestly
implement its directives, and align with it
on major issues. They must also cooperate
fully with the Central Government, including
setting up relevant systems, formulating
appropriate policies, and identifying and
appointing patriots to various administrative
and political positions for training and honing
of experience.”

Lau believed that the past doctrine of
‘positive non-interventionism’ is outmoded,
“the new team will have to ‘get things done’
on major issues in driving Hong Kong’s
economic development, strengthening
economic ties with the Mainland, improving
people’s livelihood, and promoting the
‘homecoming of the people in both hearts
and minds’, and win the confidence and
trust of the Central Government and the
public with actual results.”

10 suggestions for promoting
the reform of HKSAR
Government

To enhance governance efficiency, Lau
believed that it is necessary to optimize,

simplify and reform those laws, regulations,
procedures, practices and institutions that
hinder the government’s governance and
are outdated and redundant, especially
to save increasingly precious public
resources.

Regarding how to concretely advance
the reform of the HKSAR government
and further improve its capacity and
level of governance, Lau put forward
10 suggestions: 1. Improve the overall
planning and coordination of various
policy areas, and set clear goals for major
policies; 2. Strengthen the Executive
Council’s political combativeness,
especially its ability to fight for a voice
in the international arena; 3. Strengthen
the ability of the government leadership
team to lead and manage civil servants,
and enhance the discipline, accountability
and execution capabilities within the
government; 4. Strictly enforce and
improve the evaluation and appointment
criteria for civil servants, and do not
rank by seniority; 5. Focus on work
effectiveness and governance goals,
rather than pursuing “procedures”; 6.
Reward innovation, reform and progress;
7. Encourage loyalty and responsibility to
the country and the nation; 8. Appropriately
bring in elites from the Hong Kong society,

EUEHitE SPOTLIGHT

the Mainland and outside to join the
top levels of the government, especially
to open up the government system; 9.
Strengthen strategy and policy research;
10. Establish a mechanism for assessing,
issuing early warning and responding to
major crises.

Strengthen the construction

of district and grassroots
organizations

When dealing with the fifth wave of the
COVID-19 epidemic, the weakness and
fragmentation of Hong Kong’s grassroots
and district organizations had posed a
major obstacle to the HKSAR Government’s
efforts in the fight against the virus. Lau said
that the new-term HKSAR Government
must strengthen the construction of district
and grassroots organizations to build a
more solid and reliable support of the
masses for the Central Government, the
HKSAR Government and patriotic forces.

Lau looked forward to the new-term
HKSAR Government delivering concrete
results with a breath of fresh air, making
new contributions to the security
and development of the country and
Hong Kong.
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Edward Tse: Governing Team should have a Holistic View to Drive Hong Kong’s
Integration into National Development
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All sectors of society have certain
expectations for the new government
team. Edward Tse, Founder
and CEO of Gao Feng Advisory
Company and Advisor of Our Hong
Kong Foundation, believed that Chief
Executive John Lee should position
Hong Kong as a “city of strategy” and
ensure that policymakers develop
a holistic view and build strategic
thinking and planning capabilities.

President Xi Jinping has set “four
expectations” for the new government
of the HKSAR. Tse noted that John
Lee repeatedly mentioned at several
different occasions that Hong Kong
government officials should develop
a “holistic view” and keep the big
picture in mind, which is in line with
the direction of President Xi's speech.
Meanwhile, they similarly said that the
HKSAR must do more, and be more
strategic in its view and judgement.

Hong Kong should be
positioned as a “city of
strategy”

Tse said that the HKSAR Government
must first and foremost get rid of
the “positive non-interventionism”
mindset of the past. “Lee said early
last month that he would set up a



‘Chief Executive Policy Unit’ at a later
date. | strongly support such a move.”
Tse suggested that Lee should position
Hong Kong as a “city of strategy” to
strategically address Hong Kong’s
internal issues, and connect with the
Mainland and globally to enhance its
own strengths.

In view of this, Tse stressed that the
new-term Government should set up
a new strategic planning organization
for cross-departmental coordination in
formulating an integrated development
strategy and action plan for the
HKSAR. This new organization should
have stronger integrated strategic
planning capabilities. “The new
strategic planning organization
should help train other policy bureaus
and senior government officials
to strengthen their capabilities in
strategic planning. Furthermore, the

organization should also get involved
in the planning tasks of various policy
bureaus to ensure that the plans are
both professional and methodological.”

Strength collaboration
and communication with
various non-governmental
think tanks

Tse suggested that the HKSAR
Government should, through this
strategic planning organization,
establish ties with local non-
governmental think tanks to ensure
close connection and communication
with all sectors of society. “Likewise, the
Administration should ensure effective
connection and coordination with the
Mainland’s strategic departments and
related think tanks to effectively reflect
the strategic positioning of Hong Kong,
the Guangdong - Hong Kong - Macao

EUEHitE SPOTLIGHT

Greater Bay Area (Greater Bay Area)
and the country as a whole at the
international level.”

With regard to nurturing the younger
generation, Tse suggested to introduce
suitable strategic thinking-related
subjects in schools and provide
training opportunities to students by
encouraging debates and discussions
to help enhance their strategic thinking
capabilities.

As for international ties, Tse added
that the Administration needs to form
partnerships with various global think
tanks to, through mutual interaction
and communication, foster a more in-
depth and appropriate understanding
of the strategic development and
planning of Hong Kong, the Greater
Bay Area and the country as a whole
in the international community.

[\/& e B R

Starting a New Chapter for Hong Kong Together
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With Hong Kong’s economy greatly affected by restrictions on
cross-boundary travel to/from the Mainland, Yuen Mo, the
Chamber’s Chairman, hoped that the new-term Government
will look into lifting these restrictions with the Mainland to facilitate
business and trade ties between the two places.

Yuen believed that people’s livelihood can only improve when
the economy recovers. Following the two-year long epidemic,
Hong Kongers wait with great anxiety for resumption of cross-
boundary travel with the Mainland. Therefore, Yuen looked to the
new Government discussing with the Mainland to ease cross-
boundary travel restrictions in an orderly manner for the revival of
various industries.

In Yuen’s view, it will not be easy for the new Government to fulfill
the “four musts” and “four expectations” stated by President Xi
Jinping in his important speech delivered on 1 July. Nevertheless,
he believed that the new team will definitely be able to break new
ground to implement President Xi’s directives. He further noted
the new Chief Executive’s commendable pragmatic approach
as the latter had made it clear he will tackle the housing supply
problem promptly.

Yuen looked forward to the Chamber continuing its role as
a bridge, serving as a non-governmental force to help the
Government in connecting and communicating with the business
community.
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lan Fok: Looking to New Government Identifying New Impetus for Local Economy
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In recent years, protests over the extradition law amendment
bill and the epidemic have hit Hong Kong’s economy hard and
damaged its image, with cross-boundary travel restrictions further
making it difficult for foreign and Mainland companies to come to
Hong Kong for business development or expansion. Hence, lan
Fok, the Chamber’s Life Honorary Chairman, hoped for the
new-term Government to study arrangements for cross-boundary
travel as soon as possible to boost Hong Kong’s image.

Fok further said that as the national “14th Five-Year” Plan has
provided a clear orientation for the future direction of Hong
Kong’s development, he looked to the new Government actively
integrating into national development. In his view, Hong Kong
should consolidate and enhance the strengths of traditional
industries on the one hand, and develop innovative industries on
the other. Citing the “Nansha Plan” as an example, he noted that
the plan attracts innovation and technology (I&T) talents to Nansha
for further career development, so Hong Kong should also think
about how to make a dash to catch up in the field of I&T.

Fok is confident that the new government team, which boasts
a pool of outstanding talents and elites, will make a difference
going forward. As a member of the Chamber, he hoped that it will
continue to assist the Government in reaching out to the business
community.
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Jonathan Choi: Follow President Xi’s Directives to Address Deep-Seated Problems
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With President Xi Jinping stating personally in Hong Kong the
long-term adherence to “One Country, Two Systems”, Jonathan
Choi, the Chamber’s Permanent Honorary President,
hopes for the new Chief Executive and his Administration to
faithfully implement President Xi’s “four musts” and leverage the
institutional strengths of “One Country, Two Systems”.

Choi noted that Hong Kong’s many deep-seated economic and
livelihood issues have not been resolved. Therefore, he believes
that everyone in Hong Kong needs to work in concert to focus on
dealing with issues regarding housing, education, healthcare, the
difficulty of upward mobility for young people, and the ageing of
Hong Kong’s population. He further pointed out that Hong Kong
must make breakthroughs in terms of internal and external cross-
boundary travel and the restoration of Hong Kong’s international
image.

Choi is convinced that the new-term Government has an
outstanding track record in strong execution capabilities and
determination, so he has high hopes for their efforts. As a
representative of the business community, he hopes that the
Government will continue to push forward the development
of the Greater Bay Area, implement the Northern Metropolis
development strategy, and stimulate the port economic belt,
providing new engines for Hong Kong's development.
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Charles Yeung: Address Housing and Youth Issues with the Country’s Support Policies
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It has been difficult for Hong Kong to solve its housing problem
for many years. Charles Yeung, the Chamber’s Life Honorary
Chairman, believes that Hong Kong’s housing and youth issues
have to be urgently dealt with currently. He hopes that the newly
inaugurated Government could ease the housing problem
as soon as possible. In addition, it must create more upward
mobility opportunities for young people.

Yeung has high hopes for the new-term Government. He hopes
to see the new team working in unity to gradually solve Hong
Kong’s deep-seated problems. As the developments of Hong
Kong and our country are closely related, Yeung hopes that the
new-term Government could leverage the Central Government’s
policies in support of the HKSAR to spearhead Hong Kong'’s
further integration into national development. He also looks
forward to the new-term Government continuing to support
the development of innovation and technology (I&T) industries,
enhance Hong Kong’s competitiveness, and consolidate its
status as an international financial, shipping and trading center,
injecting a steady stream of impetus into the local economy.

shutterstock
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Ricky Tsang: Young Entrepreneurs Need to See there are Bright Prospects Ahead
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Ricky Tsang, the Chamber’s Vice-Chairman, noted that
while resumption of cross-boundary travel is something
everyone is awaiting expectantly, we should also pay close
attention to young people who are similarly affected by the
epidemic.

The sudden onset of the epidemic has added uncertainty
to the prospects for young entrepreneurs. Amid the current
challenges, Tsang hoped that the new-term Government
can provide more support for youth entrepreneurship and
I&T industries, and leverage the strengths of the Greater Bay
Area and hold more relevant exchanges with the Mainland
to create opportunities so that young people can see a
promising future ahead of them.

Tsang is certain that the new-term Government, given
widespread recognition, is set to work collectively to resolve
the various issues and be closer to public sentiments and
opinions with their governance. He looked to the new-
term Government promoting Hong Kong more to revive its
international image.

Tsang also hoped for the Chamber to work in concert with
the new-term Government and make policy suggestions
more frequently on behalf of the business community.

Connie Wong: The New Governing Team is Pragmatic and Capable
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Connie Wong, the Chamber’s Vice-Chairman commends
the “result-oriented approach” advocated by now Chief
Executive John Lee during his election campaign. She believes
this pragmatic direction is posed to help Hong Kong resolve
certain long-standing problems.

Wong sees a galaxy of talents in the new governing team. For
example, the new Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs Alice
Mak has been working on district and community affairs for
a very long time. The thorough understanding on the medical
policies in Hong Kong and the Mainland of the Secretary for
Health Lo Chung-mau, on the other hand, would be a true
asset for the government’s formulation of anti-pandemic
policies.

Wong added that problems with quarantine-free travelling
between Hong Kong and the Mainland must be resolved
urgently, as they affect not only economic development but
also family reunions and livelihood issues. For example, some
Hong Kong citizens now residing in the Mainland must come
back for medical care, and Hong Kong youth are struggling to
embark on their exchange and work in the Mainland.

Fortunately, Lo acted swiftly after taking office. He has rolled out
real-name registration for the LeaveHomeSafe app, introducing
a colored health code display mechanism, etc. Hopefully, these
measures could pave way for relaxing quarantine restrictions.
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Tommy Li: Looking Forward to New Government Promoting Integrated TCM

Development in Both Places
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Tommy Li, the Chamber’s Vice-Chairman, expects the
many experienced professionals in the new government team
to bring diversified and professional opinions from different
fields to future policies. In addition, the experience of the elites
who have joined the new team from the civil service will help
the various policies get implemented in an orderly and swift
manner.

As a member of the traditional Chinese medicine (TCM)
industry, Li looks forward to Secretary of Health Lo Chung-
mau vigorously promoting the integrated development of TCM
in the Mainland and Hong Kong. He also looks forward to the
new-term Government focusing on addressing issues such as
the fight against the COVID-19 epidemic, youth education, and
cross-boundary travel between the Mainland and Hong Kong.
He noted that the business community is very concerned
about issues such as the business environment and tax
incentives.

In Li’s view, the new government team is pragmatic and
grounded, as well as having strong execution capabilities,
so he looks forward to the team proactively resolving Hong
Kong’s long-standing difficult problems. He further noted that
Hong Kong will surely return to prosperity and achieve long-
term stable development if it leverages the strengths of “One
Country, Two Systems”.

Johnny Yu: Administrative Effectiveness to be Lifted by Enhanced Coordination
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Johnny Yu, the Chamber’s Vice-Chairman notes quite
many problems to be resolved in Hong Kong. Fundamentally,
solutions must begin from the government’s system.
“The government must urgently address the inadequate
coordination and division of work among departments.
Problems must be tackled one by one using a result-oriented
approach.”

He proposes to streamline overlapped processes among
government departments. For cross-departmental
collaboration, involved departments may try to establish a
clear mechanism and strengthen co-ordination. Outdated laws
should be amended or optimized.

Yu frankly regarded anti-pandemic measures as the more
imminent issue. “For more than two years, the exchange
between Hong Kong and the Mainland has been seriously
restricted. Our youth needs Chinese Mainland exposure to
integrate into national development. Theories must be put into
practice.”

Yu thinks that Hong Kong shall take steps to review on
shortening the quarantine time or supplement the measures
with home quarantine. The Hong Kong society should be
allowed to return to their normal way of living as soon as
practicable.
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Herman Hu: New Government Should be More Transparent in Governance
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Herman Hu, the Chamber’s Vice-Chairman, suggested
that the Government should strive to resume cross-
boundary travel with the Mainland as early as possible
to revitalize the Hong Kong economy, and address the
“subdivided flats” and “cage homes” issues as soon as
possible. It should also strengthen long-term policy research
and cross-departmental collaboration to conduct in-depth
analysis of online and offline public opinions in order to
reduce biases and blind spots.

In addition, he suggested that the Government should
increase policy transparency and attach importance to
explaining new policies, while strengthening communication
with the media so that policy information can be
disseminated uniformly and accurately.

Looking ahead, he believed that Hong Kong should make
good use of its existing international facilities and strive to
host more international conferences and sports events, as
well as other international events. Moreover, it should speed
up smart city development to improve social efficiency.

Hu also pointed out that Hong Kong should nurture
young people to become future pillars who love both the
country and Hong Kong, creating more upward mobility
opportunities and making it easier for them to showcase
their strengths in the Greater Bay Area.
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Rock Chen: New Team Unveils a New Style of Governance
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Rock Chen, the Chamber’s Vice-Chairman, noted that
new Chief Executive John Lee, barely one week in office,
had taken the initiative to attend the Legislative Council
Q&A session, and promptly set up four working groups to
tackle various urgent issues, demonstrating a new style of
governance.

Chen pointed out that land and housing supply issues
need to be addressed most urgently. “The average waiting
time for public housing has increased to a record of over
six years, which is not what the public is happy to see.
The Government should simplify the housing construction
process and increase land supply.”

Chen further said that the impact of the epidemic of the
past two years on various industries has gradually emerged:
Foreign talents cannot come in while there is a brain drain of
local talents, and Hong Kong's airport is largely deserted. He
worried that Hong Kong’s status as an international financial
center and an international aviation hub would be hit hard if
this continues. “Fortunately, Secretary of Health Lo Chung-
mau has begun efforts to improve the situation immediately
after taking office.” Chen is convinced that the new-term
Government is capable of solving Hong Kong’s deep-seated
problems.
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Tse Yung-hoi: Strive to Make Hong Kong’s Progress from Stability to Prosperity a Reality
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Tse Yung-hoi, the Chamber’s Vice-Chairman, has
high hopes for the new-term Government and believed
that Hong Kong can focus on three aspects for future
development. Firstly, Hong Kong must formulate specific
plans and relevant industrial policies for the Northern
Metropolis as soon as possible to diversify the industrial
structure, give more development opportunities for
young people, and attract more international scientific
and technological talents.

Secondly, Hong Kong has seen its stock market develop
considerably since returning to the motherland, making
the city the third largest international financial center in
the world. Going forward, it should focus on expanding
the content of cross-boundary financial products with the
Mainland, enticing more foreign companies to get listed
in Hong Kong, and improving the financial ecological
environment.

Tse believed that for Hong Kong, further integration
into the Greater Bay Area is a development opportunity
definitely not to be missed. This will not only enhance the
country’s global competitiveness, but also expand Hong
Kong’s space for development and improve people’s
livelihood, truly achieving progress from stability to
prosperity.

Charles Cheung: Implement “Discussion-Decision-Action” Political Culture
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Charles Cheung, the Chamber’s Vice-Chairman, said
that as it still difficult to travel between Hong Kong and
the Mainland due to the limited travel quota, he hoped the
Government could continue working with the Mainland to
provide convenience for those who need to travel to and
from the Mainland. Meanwhile, it should consider “point-
to-point” quarantine-free cross-boundary travel with the
Mainland, initially using the Greater Bay Area as a pilot
area.

In his view, the new Government has accomplished a lot
in this regard since taking office, which is commendable.
He looked forward to the new governing team bringing
the new political culture of ‘discussion-decision-action’
(i.e., making a decision when the discussion is done, and
undertaking an action when the decision is made) into
all matters so that Hong Kong can completely return to
normal.

He also looked forward to the new-term Government
creating a safer and more stable business environment
for companies and investors to actively integrate into the
development of the Greater Bay Area, and providing more
support for Hong Kong businesses to invest, operate and
expand in the Mainland.
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Opportunities for Youth to
Achieve Brighter Futures
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To commemorate the 25th anniversary of the establishment
of the HKSAR, the Chamber’s Young Executives’ Committee
organized a seminar and invited LegCo Members to discuss
their expectations on youth policies from multiple perspectives.
They also explored the opportunities to be embraced by
Hong Kong youths as the HKSAR integrates into national
development.
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he seminar saw the presence
T of Yuen Mo, the Chamber’s

Chairman; Tommy Li, Johnny
Yu, Rock Chen, the Chamber’s Vice-
Chairmen, Standing Committee Members,
Committee Members, Young Executives’
Committee Members, and leaders of 16
youth groups.



Balance and coordination
essential for executive-
legislature relations

The seminar featured two keynote
sessions. In the first part, four legislators
who are also the Chamber’s Members
were invited to share their insights into the
patriotic governance of Hong Kong, and
the executive-legislature relations.

Rock Chen, the Chamber’s Vice-
Chairman and LegCo Member of the
Election Committee Constituency
pointed out that the 90 legislators of the
new term of office are all persons who love
the country and Hong Kong. He stressed
that these legislators are not “rubber
stamps”. Instead, they meticulously study
the proposals submitted by the government
and make improvement suggestions
to drive the effective implementation of
policies for on the overall benefit of our
society.

Martin Liao, the Chamber’s Standing
Committee Member and LegCo
Member of the Commercial (Second)
Constituency also stressed that the
LegCo has the constitutional function to

monitor the government’s administration.
When an executive body formulates
policies, it must adequately consult the
opinions of various sectors and explain
these policies to legislators and the general
public. Among the 16 non-official members
of the new Executive Council, eight are
also LegCo members. This is a record high
number, and the composition is believed
to help further strengthen the relations
between executive and legislature.

Kennedy Wong, the Chamber’s
Standing Committee Member and
LegCo Member of the Import and
Export Constituency said that the new
HKSAR Government interacts with the
LegCo positively, and bills proposed by the
Government have been supported by the
LegCo. In accordance with the law, the
LegCo monitors the executive bodies and
works with the Government on economic
matters and people’s livelihood by providing
advice and suggestions.

Starry Lee, the Chamber’s Committee
Member and LegCo Member of the
Kowloon Central Constituency hopes
the Government would widely consult
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legislators over the course of policy
formulation. LegCo members, on the other
hand, should step up and function as a
bridge between the Government and the
public, so that government policies can
better meet the needs of the community.

Helping youth to integrate into
national development

The second part of the seminar focused
on how to promote Hong Kong youth’s
participation in politics, helping them
to seize the opportunities of national
development. Six legislators who hold
youth affairs dear to their hearts were
invited to share their experiences.

Robert Lee, the Chamber’s Standing
Committee Member and LegCo
Member of the Financial Services
Constituency shared his experience in
financial services, in particular, on how
the financial sector is strengthening its
ties with the HKSAR Government in
recent years to seek greater room for
development for the sector, to expand
into the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area and to capture “Belt and
Road” markets.

ol
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Duncan Chiu, the Chamber’s Vice-
Chairman of InnoTech, Creativity and
Culture Committee and LegCo Member
of the Technology and Innovation
Constituency pointed out that President
Xi has high hopes for the development of
innovation and technology in Hong Kong.
Chiu believed that Hong Kong must have
visions on the future, identify world-leading
and irreplaceable premium industries to
take root in Hong Kong. Targeted support
should be provided to certain innovation
and technology areas.

Strengthening youth
development network

Members of the Chamber’s Young
Executives’ Committee, Kenneth Leung
and Ng Kit-chong, LegCo Members of
the Election Committee Constituency
shared their views on youth development.
Leung spoke about the need to promote
youth participation in different youth groups
and government consultation structures
so as to boost youth participation in the
development of the country and Hong
Kong.

Ng suggested that Hong Kong youth should
be more involved with community work,
put their flexibility and creativity into full play,
and combine Chinese cultural attributes to
actualize the national goals for the second
century according to the country’s direction.

Ngan Man-yu, LegCo Member of the
Kowloon East Constituency believed
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that the key for young people’s political and
policy participation lies in their commitment
to Hong Kong. He hopes that the HKSAR
Government could further include more
young people in the consultation structure,
so as to encourage them to express their
views.

Young people as international
image ambassadors

Nixie Lam, LegCo member of the
Election Committee Constituency also
called on Hong Kong youth to actively
take part in international conferences and
events, and to take the initiative to publicize
the actual situation of Hong Kong within

their own familiar and professional settings
to people overseas. They should act as
“diplomatic ambassadors” of the national
image and contribute to the country in the
international arena.

Lawrence Lam and Jennifer Yeung,
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of
the Chamber’s Young Executives’
Committee hosted two keynote sessions.
The seminar was livestreamed and close to
300 attendants — including the Chamber’s
Members, delegates from amicable youth
organizations and tertiary students — were
able to interact and exchange ideas online
and offline. €»
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Art and Culture Soaring to
New Heights at West Kowloon

Cultural District
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West Kowloon Cultural District (WKCD) is
a major cultural infrastructure investment of
Hong Kong, housing major cultural venues,
including Xiqu Centre, M+, and Hong Kong
Palace Museum which have already opened
and further lifting Hong Kong’s position as
an international cultural capital.
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Betty Fung: Crafting a World-Class Art and Culture Hub
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etty Fung, Chief Executive
B Officer of West Kowloon Cultural

District Authority, stressed that
WKCD has what it takes to grow into the
world’s leading integrated art and culture
metropolis. Undoubtedly, this will solidify
Hong Kong’s new position as an exchange
center for local and foreign culture and arts.

When art inspiration meets
business creativity

Fung pointed out that the HKSAR
government is riding on WKCD’s support
to foster the growth of Hong Kong’s
culture and art. WKCDA has been working
towards its mission and constructing world-
class museums and performance venues,
organizing top-notch art and culture
programs originating from different parts
of the world and actualizing the objective
of promoting art, nurturing talents and
building audiences.

Art and culture promotion is a long-term
task, and its sustainability depends on the
integration with business strategies. Fung
noted that the WKCD must leverage on
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its art and cultural assets and business
potentials to formulate holistic business and
revenue strategies. By doing so, elements
that inspire art, culture and business
creativity can be incorporated to develop
true brand value.

Unique cultural characters
expressed through landmark
architecture

Fung believed that the landmarks of a
city do not only manifest its economic
strength but also illustrates its unparalleled
cultural charisma. She said, “Hong Kong
is a metropolitan with a unique cultural
background that marries the cultural
quintessence of the Eat and the West.”

Fung highlighted that a number of art and
culture landmarks have been built at WKCD
in recent years. Art and cultural facilities
are deliberately incorporated into the public
space during conceptualization. On the
other hand, the recently opened Hong
Kong Palace Museum features a look that
converges the finest essence of China’s
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2R BB AL ZiirE EHZEHE M+ K&K
(aif8 M+ B=) Xiqu Centre Art Park Free Space EEREDD
Arts Pavilion M+ Tower and the
(formerly Conservation and
M+ Pavilion) Storage Facility
’ ’ ’ ’ (CSF)
ER2018EE
ER2016 47 AFK EMR2019F1 BFEK 2020 F 3 BEER RN EMR 201946 A A ER2021 511 ABA
Opened in July 2016 Opened in January 2019 Opened in phase from Opened in June 2019 Opened in November 2021
2018 to 2020
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(BE—EEXRE - —EdRES—E)EERS)
Lyric Theatre Complex (LTC)
(including a lyric theatre, a medium theatre and a studio theatre) '

BRIEETETRR - BARR 2024/25 F 78Rk
Main work in progress. Scheduled for completion by 2024/25
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Medium theatre Il

BMNBERAEIS

Incorporated into LTC

=4t Batch 3

BB (BRTLEMESRE)
Music Centre (including Concert
Hall and Recital Hall)

BERR  AEEEREGN
High priority, awaiting review of the WKCDA

FLBIR

Musical Theatre
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To be developed through public-private partnership
subject to private sector funding

KEIPE / BB |
Great Theatre / Medium Theatre |

ZRONERERBREES  SHERER
EFRMETRE W E SR
To be reviewed and delivered gradually, according
to the organic growth approach of WKCDA

217 - mEMEEIER
Art, Commerce and Exhibitions (ACE)

BRRS R EEN FEHTE 2020 5
B - ERFBERRT—FHE
Tender was cancelled in 2020 owing to
underwhelming market response. The WKCDA is
studying next steps.

E {th Others
FAWE L EYE AL REERKIE
Hong Kong Palace Museum WKCDA Tower
R2021F12 BT » } EEF[ETHM 2021 F4 AKX HAEE
ERNSET7 A 3HRK E2HHH
Completed in December 2021 and opened on WKCDA staff moved in during April 2021; other
3 July 2022 floors are fully leased and occupied

ancient artefacts. The space is planned to
respond to one of the major characteristics
of the Forbidden City, i.e. “the concept of
the central axis”.

Exploring collaboration with art
and cultural organizations in
nearby cities

Operation and short-term revenue are
inevitably affected amidst the challenges

of COVID. That said, the utilization rates
of Xiqu Centre and Freespace are 74%
and 80% respectively. Sales on food and
retail has increased 80% over the past two
months. Fung is confident that the business
at WKCD will perform better in the post-
COVID era.

Tsim Sha Tsui has been the home to the
Hong Kong Museum of History, Hong Kong

Museum of Art, Hong Kong Cultural Centre,
etc. Fung reckoned that Tsim Sha Tsui could
form a museum cluster and is expected
to bring visitors a one-of-a-kind cultural
journey. “In addition to promoting through
travel and social media, we could also
explore more collaboration opportunities
with GBA museums and art and culture
organizations. These could enhance public
visitors’ awareness and interest in the art
and culture of the East and the West.”
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Louis Ng: HKPM Aims to Boost Hong Kong’s Culture, Education and Economy
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As a museum can lead to a transformation
of a city’s temperament, the recent opening
of the Hong Kong Palace Museum (HKPM)
in the West Kowloon Cultural District has
attracted wide attention.

Good outcome after five years in
the making despite challenges

The HKPM became the talk of the town
soon after it was unveiled in July. Looking
back on the past few years, many of
the challenges right from the start of the

museum’s construction are still fresh in the
mind of Louis Ng, Director of the HKPM.
“During the violent protests, some
construction materials could not be
transported to the site due to road closures,
so we had to switch to shipping them
by sea.” Another example involves the
museum’s display showcase glass, which
was purchased from a company in ltaly. “We
wanted to have the best protection for the
artefacts, but unfortunately the COVID-19
outbreak added a lot of uncertainty to the
delivery of the materials.” Ng is very pleased
that the HKPM was eventually opened
to the public as scheduled and without
overruns despite the many obstacles.

Precious rare artefacts need
high insurance premiums

Ng revealed that some of the precious
artefacts need to be exhibited on a rotating
basis. This is because some ancient
calligraphy and paintings on paper or silk,
after being exhibited in Hong Kong, must
be sent back to the Palace Museum in
Beijing where they “hibernate” for several
years as they are extremely sensitive to
light, temperature and humidity.

Since these exhibits are so precious, the
insurance premiums for them are also
extremely high. Hence, their insurance
coverage must be underwritten by several
companies. Other than the aforementioned,
according to Ng, the HKPM is responsible
for its own profits and losses, so the final
decision was to charge a fee for admission
to the museum after weighing all factors.
However, he also stressed that admission
to the HKPM is free to all on Wednesdays,
and about 150,000 general admission
tickets will be reserved for underprivileged
groups.
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Not a branch of Beijing’s
Palace Museum

Ng does not want the HKPM to be just
a branch of Beijing’s Palace Museum for
exhibiting its artefacts. “| want to present
the Palace Museum'’s artefacts with a Hong
Kong perspective.” He further revealed
that since cultural exchanges are also a
focus for its establishment, the HKPM will
collaborate with foreign museums at a later
date to exhibit artefacts from European
royal families. It will also work with foreign
publishing houses to publish books on
calligraphy and paintings, which will be sold
concurrently in foreign museums.

Education is also a major function of
the HKPM. According to Ng, the HKPM
features a Palace Academy on the lower
ground floor and will consider launching
a “mobile artefact hospital” in the future
to introduce the restoration of artefacts
to different schools and invite students to
restore artefacts together.

Ng also pointed out the economic value
of the HKPM, eg, they can look for
Hong Kong designers to design cultural
and creative products with Hong Kong
characteristics for the Palace Museum. He
further disclosed that the HKPM will partner
with the local tourism industry to organize
local tours of the museum to prepare for
welcoming foreign visitors in the future.
“| hope that the HKPM could become a
cultural and socio-economic platform for
Hong Kong, serving different industries to
bring benefits to its culture, education and
economy.” &

This is an abstract of the thematic luncheon on “A
Comprehensive View of the HKPM” organized by the
Chamber’s Young Executives’ Committee.
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Studying and Carrying Out the Principle of
President Xi’s Speech
Realization of “Patriots Administering Hong Kong”
for Good Governance

EEMERAER (£2) &8 BRI

Martin Liao, Legislative Council Member, Commercial (Second) Functional Constituency
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President Xi has given a clear direction for Hong Kong to
start progressing from disarray to good governance over the
next five years. | agree that it is necessary to realize “patriots
administering Hong Kong” in order to implement “One
Country, Two Systems” and start a new chapter for good
governance.
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n his important speech delivered on

1 July, President Xi Jinping solemnly

declared that “One Country, Two
Systems” is a good system that must be
upheld for the long term, thus giving a
boost to Hong Kong's future development.
President Xi also profoundly summed
up the “four musts” for putting “One
Country, Two Systems” into practice and
stated “four expectations” for the new-
term Government, giving a clear direction
for Hong Kong to start its progress from
disarray to good governance over the
next five years. It coincided with the
commencement of the sixth-term HKSAR
Government. In early July, the Legislative
Council began discussions on putting
into practice the principle of President Xi's
speech he delivered on 1 July to offer policy
suggestions to the new governance team
of the HKSAR Government. | agree that it is
necessary to realize “patriots administering
Hong Kong” in order to implement “One
Country, Two Systems” and start a new
chapter for good governance.

In 1984, Deng Xiaoping stated that
“Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong”
has its bottom line and criteria, i.e., “the
administration of Hong Kong affairs must

be carried out by ‘Hong Kong people,
with patriots forming the main body of
administrators’”, while “the criteria for a
patriot are to respect one’s own nation,
sincerely support the motherland’s
resumption of exercise of sovereignty
over Hong Kong, and not to do any harm
to Hong Kong’s prosperity and stability”.
Taking a broad view of the practice of “One
Country, Two Systems” since Hong Kong’s
return to the motherland 25 years ago, we
have learned a profound lesson — without
the realization of “patriots administering
Hong Kong”, Hong Kong will greatly suffer
a variety of unfavorable consequences,
such as being engulfed in political infighting,
missing development opportunities, sinking
into social chaos, and accumulating deep-
seated conflicts, with its residents ultimately
becoming the victims. As President Xi said,
“keeping the government of the HKSAR
safely in the hands of people who love the
country is an essential requirement for Hong
Kong’s long-term prosperity and stability. To
put the governing power in the right hands
is to safeguard Hong Kong’s prosperity and
stability as well as the immediate interests
of over 7 million people in the region”.

Deepen system building and
nurture governance talents
Hong Kong successfully concluded three
important elections after last year’s local
legislation of its electoral overhaul that was
initiated by the country, putting into practice
the principle of “patriots administering
Hong Kong” in the HKSAR. Over the next
five years, the Government should continue
building the “patriots administering Hong
Kong” system, including studying the oath-

I E[E%R VOICE IN LEGCO

taking arrangements for public officers such
as employees of government-funded bodies
and statutory bodies as well as teachers of
aided schools, stay vigilant, resist and strike
against counter-attacks by international
forces that are opposed to China and
attempt to destabilize Hong Kong, and
comprehensively complete the research on
enactment of legislation under Article 23 of
the Basic Law.

The key to realizing the superiority of the
“patriots administering Hong Kong” system
lies in people. The HKSAR Government,
which is directly responsible for the
governance of Hong Kong, undoubtedly
should improve the level of governance,
including making use of training and
temporary appointments to nurture civil
servants to become well-equipped with
both national and international perspectives
to serve as administrators who can actually
deliver practical results for the people.
Secondly, it should cultivate patriotic
talents in terms of depth, breadth and
intensity. “Actively encouraging the younger
generation to serve on government statutory
and advisory bodies to provide a platform
for participation in social affairs” stated in
the Chief Executive’s political manifesto
is a good start. Nevertheless, to ease the
dearth of political talents in Hong Kong,
besides strengthening the Constitution,
the Basic Law and national education, and
establishing a broad patriotic foundation, the
authorities need to draw on the experience
of the Mainland and Singapore to establish
a system to attract and nurture governance
talents, including both civil servants and
non-civil servants, to enable more talented
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people with lofty ideals to enter the HKSAR
Government’s talent pool to receive
systematic and echelon-based training
and experience, and to establish long-term
evaluation metrics such as professional
ability, political discussion ability and social
participation in order to clearly identify
channels for promotion.

Harness solidarity and embrace
diversity

However, the realization of “patriots
administering Hong Kong” is not a one-
size-fits-all approach, as building Hong
Kong still requires solidarity and diversity.
In fact, the universally recognized success
of the practice of “One Country, Two
Systems” in Hong Kong over the past 25
years is the result of the full support of
the motherland and the joint efforts of the
HKSAR Government and all sectors of
society. Hong Kong is a diverse society with
a blend of Chinese and foreign cultures.
Amid challenges such as post-epidemic
economic recovery, enhancing Hong Kong’s
competitiveness, eradicating people’s
livelihood difficulties and solving deep-
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seated problems, the Government must
carry on “the mainstream values which
are characterized by the love for both the
motherland and Hong Kong as the core and
are in conformity with the principle of ‘One
Country, Two Systems’” to unite all forces
that can be united in order to truly “start a
new chapter for Hong Kong together”.

Specifically, not only must the Government
harness the team spirit that the Chief
Executive values to complement each other
and proactively deliver impactful results,
but government officials must also listen
to, communicate with and reach out to the
public with a sincere attitude to unite all
sectors of society. And the key is that the
Government has to take the initiative to set
the stage for solidarity, i.e., enable all sectors
and strata of society, including young
people, to share in the fruits of Hong Kong’s
development. In this regard, President Xi
has given a clear direction in his speech
— “the Central Government fully supports
Hong Kong in taking active yet prudent
steps to advance reforms and dismantle the
barriers of vested interests in order to unlock

the enormous creativity and development
potential of the Hong Kong society”. In
addition, with regard to legislature, the new
electoral system has broad representation,
political inclusiveness and balanced
participation under the premise of “One
Country” in terms of institutional design.
In the future, its scope of solidarity can be
expanded to accommodate more different
voices to strengthen the supervision of the
Government and help the Government
do its job well and avoid the possibility of
mistakes, thus making it possible for good
governance. €

This is a free translation. For the exact meaning of
the article, please refer to the Chinese version.

mH EXANREEFAER  BARBERT
FERMR -

Should you have any comments on the article,
please feel free to contact Mr Martin Liao.

bk Address:

EBREIDERE FAOESRERIET03E
Rm 708, Legislative Council Complex,

1 Legislative Council Road, Central, Hong Kong
EEE Tel: 2576-7121

{5 H Fax: 2798-8802

‘B EP Email: legco.office.liao@gmail.com
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SMEs Should Capitalize on
Government Support for Growth

BESELEABI4ERF /D (5281 Hong Kong is home to more than 340,000

2eamsr 089, I o BEFEAEIE 45% FLAA ks small and medium enterprises. To support

B 0 RAEIEEESCBNRRIEL o g TS manstay of the Hong Kong economy,
. JINA L e 2= Rk 2 7R the Government has launched many
Lt - BURFHER Y A SV EBIRTE] - 5 targeted funding schemes to help SMEs

KB/ NPRRERE  IRAHEFE D - achieve steady growth.
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Crowd’s Favorite: BUD Fund

n enterprise may receive a
A cumulative funding of up to HKD 6

million under the Dedicated Fund
on Branding, Upgrading and Domestic
Sales (BUD Fund). Its wide applicability
means it is a great help for SMEs looking to
expand their business. According to Derek

75 35& 7 TALKING BUSINESS

Li, Hong Kong Productivity Council
BUD Fund Manager, the fund has been
very positively received since its inception
in 2012. It has also been continuously
improving based on the industry’s input.
Recently, a simplified online application
service was rolled out.

“Non-listed enterprises with substantive
business operation in Hong Kong are
eligible to apply. Staff records, business
transaction logs and audited reports should
be in good order for application.” However,
Li also reminded SMEs that certain
common overheads are not covered by the
funding. These include staff salary, utilities,
and the like. Computing software, printers
and other equipment for general use are
also excluded.

Generally, projects involving regulated
products or industries, such as medical
devices, cosmetics, must first obtain
the licenses for the relevant products or
services. If a project involves the promotion
and sales for distributing the products of
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other brands, the company must also first
obtain their local distribution rights.

Perfect partner for export
promotion: EMF

The “SME Export Marketing Fund”
(EMF) offered by the Trade and Industry
Department is also a great partner
for SMEs. Fion Chan, Hong Kong
Productivity Council SME ReachOut
Manager, said that EMF is focused on
supporting export promotion activities,
hoping to help SMEs expand into overseas
markets. An eligible company can receive a
maximum of HKD800,000 in funding.

The funding can be used on common
corporate promotion activities, including
face-to-face or online product showcases,
media advertisements and so forth. It
also covers website optimization, mobile
apps development. Following the launch
of enhanced EMF measures last year, the
fees for video shooting and editing of the
aforementioned promotion activities are
also covered by the funding.
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Chan added that if companies wish to
improve their competitiveness through
technology adoption, they could also
consider the use of technology vouchers.
“Technology vouchers aim to support local
enterprises in using technological services.
An enterprise can receive a cumulative
funding of up to HKD600,000 to cover the
purchase of hardware, software, as well as
various technology solutions. If a company
opts to employ a technology consultant, it
is also covered by the fund.”

Adopting technology to reform
logistics services

The logistics sector can also look at the
“Pilot Subsidy Scheme for Third-party
Logistics Service Providers”. Kaitlan
Chung, Hong Kong Productivity
Council SME Funding Division Senior
Manager, explained that the Government
hopes to encourage the logistics sector
to employ technology for efficiency and
competitiveness improvement through this
scheme.

As the name suggests, the scheme aims at
supporting the third-party logistics service
providers of Hong Kong, ie various logistics
value-adding services, including but not
limited to logistics tracking, monitoring and
controlling, inventory management. Eligible
companies could receive up to HKD1
million of funding in total.

Chung listed some funded technology
projects, such as X-ray screening
equipment and Explosive Trace Detection
(ETD) purchased for Regulated Air Cargo
Screening Facility (RACSFs); as well as
specialized logistics technology systems
such as automated technology, robotics,
Transport Management System (TMS)
and Real Time Locating System (RTLS).
It is hoped that the industry could make
good use of the scheme to raise the overall
competitiveness of Hong Kong'’s logistics
industry in the long run. &

This is an abstract of the webinar “Updates on the
Government's Funding Support for Small to Medium
Enterprises”, organized by the Chamber’s Commerce,
Industry and Social Affairs Committee.
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Historic Building Transformed
and Modernized
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Curated by Amanda Wei, Fuonder of Amanda Wei
Gallery, “Chatham Maison” offers a private multifunctional

contemporary art space for museum-scale exhibitions to
showcase masterpieces.
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hen you walk along Chatham
Path in Mid-Levels and walk
uphill towards the Peak, you

would see a century-old British mansion
called Chatham Maison, a Grade Il historic
building remodeled by Amanda Wei.

A chance encounter with the
dream gallery

Wei's knowhow in antique collection came
from her family since a young age. Following

Amanda Wei Gallery




an early business career, Wei now works in
the art industry. She founded Amanda Wei
Gallery in Central five years ago. Yet, she
has not been able to host large scale art
exhibitions owing to limited space. Out of her
expectations, she met her dream art space
during a chance encounter — when she was
hiking during COVID times.

“I saw this spectacular historic architecture
when | was hiking and fell in love with it right
after paying a visit inside. | began thinking
about how to showcase contemporary art
pieces there.”

Wei seized the opportunity, impressed
the mansion’s owner with sincerity and
successfully secured a long-term lease with
a reasonable rent. She began remodeling
from March 2020 and “Chatham Maison”
Art Research & Exchange Centre opened its
doors in October 2021.

Fusing contemporary art with
nature

“Chatham Maison” is very spacious and
there are many rooms in the building,

making it the perfect location for hosting
large-scale art shows. “The numerous
rooms within a unified whole bring us
connectedness and individuality at the
same time. | can decorate each room with
a specific theme. Visitors will experience a
marked difference in personal perception
and understanding from their usual gallery
visit.”

As visitors may not know how to navigate
this exhibition space, the gallery team
offers private guided tours that last up to
three hours. Each tour has a capacity for
a small group from 3 to 8 persons, so that
visitors can take their time and enjoy the
experience. “We also provide refreshment.
We hope our guests can feel as welcomed
as a friend visiting our home.”

At present, “Chatham Maison” is hosting
a retrospective exhibition for Tan Ping,
presenting the most symbolic works of
the artist in his 40 years of art creation.
The gallery looks forward to working with
more artists and promoting international
exchanges in the Chinese market.

15 ®E LEISURE

A strong connection with
contemporary art

Wei took the initiative to curate this non-
profit making art space, where her visitors
and herself appreciate contemporary art
pieces and establish friendships as they
fondly discuss art. “I love to make friends.
Contemporary art is very dear to my heart
because | am able to exchange ideas
with artists. | think this experience is truly
meaningful.”

“I am not bounded by the specifications
of art. Instead, | care much more about
the background, motive and creative
journey of an artist. By delving deep into
each work, people can really take their
mind and spirit to a new level. Art is very
educational. Without the help of text, we
can open up our minds and be inspired by
understanding the deep meanings of art.”
Wei also revealed that another “Chatham
Maison” is being built in the French art town
known as the Auvers Sur Oise, which is
scheduled to open by the time of the Paris
2024 Olympic Games. She is gradually
establishing her very own museums. €
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Hong Kong Summit
Explores Regional Cooperation in a New Paradigm
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Council for the Promotion of International Trade at the
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre. With the
theme of “Emerging Opportunities in a New Paradigm of Regional

—l— he Chamber co-organized Hong Kong Summit with China

Cooperation”, the Summit brought together ministerial-level and

principal officials, business elites and scholars from East Asian
countries, Mainland China and Hong Kong to explore the latest
global political and economic situation and regional economic
development in the post-pandemic era. They have also discussed
about the prospect for regional cooperation in the Mainland under
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HONG KONG SUMMIT
¢ 4L & CGCC

MR POESEGIEE 25

EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES IN A

NEW PARADIGM OF REGIONAL COOPERATION
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the “dual circulation” strategy and Hong Kong’s unique role in
promoting industrial innovation and economic cooperation. The
Summit was officiated by John Lee, Chief Executive of HKSAR
and Yang Yirui, Acting Commissioner of Office of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in the HKSAR. At the opening ceremony of the
Summit, Yuen Mo, the Chamber’s Chairman and Ren Hongbin,
Chairman of China Council for the Promotion of International
Trade delivered their respective welcome remarks. Jonathan Choi,
the Chamber’s Permanent Honorary President, delivered a
speech as the Summit’s Chairman. Lee and Jin Liqun, President
and Chair of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, were
invited to be the keynote speakers.

In the morning panel session, Algernon Yau, Secretary for
Commerce and Economic Development of HKSAR; Jerry
Sambuaga, Vice Minister of Trade of Indonesia; Lim Ban-
hong, Deputy Minister of International Trade and Industry of
Malaysia; Do Thang-hai, Vice Minister of Industry and Trade
of the S.R. of Vietham; Veeris Ammarapala, Governor of the
Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand and Isamu Wakamatsu,
Director-General of Overseas Research Department of
JETRO were invited to the Summit to discuss regional cooperation
in the new normal and the role of Hong Kong. Ceajer Chan,
Adjunct Professor at HKUST Business School has officiated
the discussion.
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Sun Dong, Secretary for Innovation, Technology and Industry
of the HKSAR was invited to be the thematic session speaker in
the afternoon panel session. Then the discussion session with the
theme “Industry Innovation: Forging Co-operation in the Region”
was officiated by Stephen Wong, Member of the LegCo.
Panelists included Ma Jun, Chairman & President of Hong
Kong Green Finance Association; Jing Liu, Chief Economist
of Greater China of Global Research of HSBC; Nisa Leung,
Managing Partner of Qiming Venture Partners; Don So, Head
of Business Incubation of New World Development Company
Limited and Chief Executive Officer of Humansa; Tim Leung,
Group Chief Technology Officer of Tricor Group and Don Lam,
Chief Executive Officer and Founding Partner of VinaCapital
Group. They have shared their views on the innovation of regional
industries.

The Summit is an accredited event celebrating the 25th Anniversary
of the Establishment of the HKSAR. Supporting organizations
included the HKSAR Government and the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council. Several chambers of commerce and
business organizations from Hong Kong and East Asia are the
participating organizations. There was live streaming for the Summit
with nearly 1,000 physical and virtual participants. (17/8) €»

Speech contents will be shared in the September issue of CGCC Vision, please stay tuned.
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Annual General Meeting 2022
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attended nearly 100 members including Yuen Mo, Chairman;

Tommy Li, Herman Hu, Rock Chen, Tse Yung-hoi and Charles
Cheung, Vice-Chairmen, as well as the Chamber’s Committee Members
and Members.

E arlier, the Chamber held its Annual General Meeting, which was

President Xi Jinping has pointed out that the Central government will
thoroughly implement the “One Country, Two Systems” principle in Hong
Kong, and fully supports Hong Kong to keep its business environment free,
open and regulated, and to maintain the common law, so as to expand
and facilitate its connection with the world. In Yuen’s speech, he stated
that the Central government’s orientations are very important for Hong
Kong’s unique status and advantage. Facing with the COVID-19 pandemic,
international complicated situation and the deep level local problems,
Yuen believes that the governing team must think out of the box to have
the solutions. He thinks the new Chief Executive and new governing team
are pragmatic enough for leading Hong Kong to scale new heights. Yuen
appeals the public to be ready for tackling pandemic issue in the long
run. Also, he hopes the government will be able to pursue resumption
of quarantine-free travel in order to boost the growth of trading and
investment.

At the AGM, Tommy Li, Executive Vice-chairman, gave a brief on the
Chamber’s affairs over the past year. The final accounts for 2021 and
the resolutions on the reappointment of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu as the
Chamber’s Auditor for 2023 were also passed at the meeting. (5/8) €
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Reunification
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n celebration of the 25th anniversary of reunification,
District Affairs Committee has organized a film
appreciation event for Look Up. Joseph Chan, Under
Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury and
Chan Hok-fung, Member of the LegCo were invited
as the officiating guests. They enjoyed the film with the
Chamber’s Members and citizens. (30/7)

Ladies’ Committee has also organized a film appreciation
event for The Climbers. Wei Xin, wife of the Deputy
Commissioner of the Office of the Commissioner of
MFA of the PRC in the HKSAR Yang Yirui and Rebecca
Lee, Founder of the Polar Museum Foundation,
were invited as officiating guests. Lee has also shared her
adventure experiences with the participants. (23/7) €
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Hong Kong & Korea
Networking Luncheon
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T he Chamber, HKGCC and the Korean Chamber of Commerce has
co-organized a networking luncheon. Park Kyongsig, Deputy
Consul-General of Korea in HKSAR has introduced the latest
economic development of Korea. On behalf of the co-organizers, Derrick
Yip, Chairman of the External Affairs Committee has delivered a speech to
nearly 90 participants. (19/7) €
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Reception of

Guests

=E BB B 4848 % Stefan Bredohl

(H) (19/7)
Stefan Bredohl (middle), Deputy Consul-
General of Germany in HKSAR
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Members’
Activities
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Education and Training Committee has launched
the second edition of “Training Course on National
Affairs” for helping Members to understand the
latest development of the Country and Hong
Kong. Elsie Leung, former Deputy Director of
the Hong Kong Basic Law Committee under
the Standing Committee of the NPC, has
expounded the importance of national security
for Hong Kong in the first lesson. For the second
lesson, senior members from HKMA have
explained the role of Hong Kong in the process of
carbon neutrality. (16/78&18/7)
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Shih Wing-ching, Founder of the Centaline
Group, has shared his view on the economic
prospect of the second half of 2022 in a seminar

organized by the Members’ Services Committee.
(12/7)





