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Social harmony and stability are conducive to a safe and stable business environment,

which allows the community to focus on promoting economic and social developments and

Hong Kong to embark on a new journey.
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and various sectors are trying to revive the local

economy, violent incidents seem to be reemerging
in the community, adding burden to the fragile economy
and business environment. The Central government’s
national security legislation can stabilize the social situation
and protect the legal rights of the majority of Hong Kong
residents and businesses.

Q s the COVID-19 situation in Hong Kong improves

Ensuring a stable environment

In late May, the National People’s Congress approved
resolution to impose national security legislation in Hong
Kong and entrusted its Standing Committee to make
Hong Kong national security laws in such a way that the
legislation will not affect the normal operation of Hong Kong
and foreign investors while the Basic Law will still protect
the freedoms and rights of Hong Kong residents.

llegal violent behaviors challenge the rule of law, threaten
public safety and social order, and harm the business
environment. A few individuals even facilitate foreign
intervention and instigate the independence of Hong Kong.
The national security legislation can prevent Hong Kong
from becoming a national security loophole. In the long run,
it is crucial for the creation of a more stable and secure
business environment which will in turn protect companies
and people’s livelihood.

Tackling the challenge in solidarity

Hong Kong’s economy shrank 8.9% in the first quarter of
2020, the worst decline on record. Unemployment rate hit
a 10-year high between February and April, up 5.2% and is
expected to worsen. We welcome the “Employment Support
Scheme” launched by the HKSAR government, which we
believe will help business owners avoid having to dismiss
their employees or shut down their businesses. | also hope
CGCC members can support the signature campaign

initiated by “Hong Kong Coalition” to encourage businesses
to secure employment.

On another note, the Minimum Wage Commission is
currently reviewing the legislated minimum wage. We believe
that many industries have suffered in varying degrees and
more and more businesses are downsizing or even closing
down. Businesses may not be able to redeploy resources to
cope with increased labor cost resulting from an increased
minimum wage. We believe the authorities should consider
freezing the minimum wage level or even adjust it downward
to avoid dealing a further blow to the business environment.

Deepening connection in the Greater Bay
Area

For the first time in a decade, Hong Kong finds itself in an
economic recession. It is an urgent task to restore economic
order. Premier Li Kegiang emphasized in the government
work report at the Two Sessions this year that effort should
be focused on safeguarding employment and livelihood for
the people. With backing from the motherland, Hong Kong
should actively grasp the opportunities arising from the
various Mainland policies aimed at stimulating economic and
social developments, and speed up its integration into the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (Greater
Bay Area) development blueprint.

With the COVID-19 situation basically under control in the
Greater Bay Area, the free flow of people, products, capital
and information within the area should be resumed as soon
as possible. Once the COVID-19 pandemic is over, seamless
integration of the Greater Bay Area cities should be gradually
realized. The cities can also strengthen cooperation in the
area of information and technology (I&T) through such means
as setting up a dedicated committee to coordinate the
policy planning, development and management of the 1&T
sectors and deepen exchange among the researchers and
professionals in the Greater Bay Area.

To sum up, social order will be restored only when national
security is safeguarded. Social harmony and stability are
conducive to a safe and stable business environment, which
allows the community to focus on promoting economic and
social developments and Hong Kong to embark on a new
journey. €
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Suggestions for
Hong Kong and the Country

ReZiaREEFHF2HE A Many of the Chamber’s office bearers serve as NPC

KREEH2HA BB EE »  Deputies or CPPCC National Committee Members. Earlier,
MEERTHE “Re” they attended the annual plenary sessions of the NPC and

I N @ the CPPCC National Committee (“Two Sessions”) to express
B \%%'%/% Y 7 ’ig'(gé their views on issues such as the economic development
R g RE - DIETE and social livelihoods of the country and Hong Kong as
fREBEHSTZERER  well as the response to the COVID-19 pandemic, actively
R BMREGRI o participating themselves in discussion of national affairs.
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A group discussion was co-hosted by Vice-Chairman of the CPPCC National
Committee CY Leung (right) and Choi.
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Jonathan Choi: Connecting with ASEAN
and the South West China to Boost
Cooperation withing the Greater Bay
Area

n response to the severely challenging economy amidst the

current pandemic, Jonathan Choi, the Chamber’s Chairman

(CPPCC National Standing Committee Member) submitted
a few proposals during this year’s “Two Sessions”. His primary foci
are to link up the Greater Bay Area and the ASEAN to help revive
Hong Kong’s economy.

Acknowledging that economic globalization is inevitable, Choi
believed Hong Kong must strive to put its unique function in the
economic activities in the member countries of the “Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership” (RCEP) into full play to
further consolidate its close collaboration with traditional markets
such as the ASEAN. Choi reckoned the Central Government
should make better use of Hong Kong'’s strength as an intermediary
platform to promote the mutually beneficial development amongst
the mainland, Hong Kong and ASEAN. In terms of the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (Greater Bay Area), Choi
noted that the various differences amongst the three places have
become their barriers and the weakest link in the construction of the
Greater Bay Area. He also felt strongly that the future construction
of the Greater Bay Area should make better use of community
bodies. “Guangdong-HK-Macao Bay Area Entrepreneurs Union”,
for example, hosted an exemplary promotion briefing of the Greater
Bay Area in Tokyo in April 2019, which was attended by many
entrepreneurs and government officials.

Looking out from the Greater Bay Area, Choi noted the

development of the Yunnan Pilot Free Trade Zone. The initiative
did not only promote innovation in Yunnan’s collaboration, but also

e 2020468
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effectively aligned with the national strategies in the Beijing-Tianjin-
Hebei region, the Greater Yangtze River Delta, the Greater Bay Area
and the Western Development Policy. It is favourable for improving
Yunnan's strengths in establishing itself as a centre that drives the
development of South and Southeast Asia. Choi proposed to set up
a demonstrative zone for deepened cooperation between Yunnan
and Hong Kong and to initiate a pilot program, hoping to further
exert Hong Kong’s function in connecting Yunnan and the Greater
Bay Area.

While the target GDP growth was not mentioned in the work
report in this year’s “Two Sessions”, a stronger emphasis has been
placed on stabilizing employment and the livelihood of Chinese
nationals. Choi described such measures as very practical and
human-oriented. On the other hand, all committee members visiting
Beijing this year went through stringent tests and their movement
were also restricted. Choi thought these measures are reasonable
during the current pandemic. Although the duration of the sessions
was shortened, its contents were not. This demonstrated the
high efficiency in the meetings and such outcomes should be
recognized.

Ricky Tsang: Doctors and Nurses
Died on Duty should be Posthumously
Recognized as Martyrs

Doctors and nurses have always been at the forefront fighting
against the COVID-19 pandemic since its onset, with many of
them sacrificing their precious lives as a result. Ricky Tsang, the
Chamber’s Vice-chairman (CPPCC National Committee
Member), believes that the pandemic is a peacetime war without
smoke from guns, and the affected areas are veritably in a “wartime
state”. At the onset of the pandemic, the first thought of ordinary
people was to escape and retreat safely, but medical personnel



have been courageous in going against their natural instinct to
shoulder their sacred duty, making heroic dedications to overcome
the pandemic even at the cost of their lives, which is truly touching
and commendable. He suggested that doctors and nurses who
have lost their lives on the line of duty should be posthumously
recognized as martyrs.

Tsang said that while well-trained military personnel who have
sacrificed for the people are undoubtedly worthy of respect,
the sacrifice of doctors and nurses as civilians should not be
underestimated. Hence, we not only should give them the most
solemn praise for their integrity, but also the sincerest financial relief.
“Doctors and nurses are true heroes sacrificing themselves to defend
or save people’s lives, and when the country is in distress, they
go against their natural instinct, putting their own lives in danger
without fear. Their injury or death is a result of their battle against
the pandemic. Thus, their injury or death should not be regarded
as work related. Those injured should be rewarded according to
military merits, while those who have sacrificed their lives should be
treated as martyrs.”

According to China’s Regulations on Honouring Martyrs: martyrs
refer to citizens who have sacrificed themselves when investigating
and punishing illegal criminal activities in accordance with law,
carrying out tasks in relation to national security or counter-
terrorism or disposing of emergency incidents; in emergency rescue
and disaster relief or in any other rescue and protection of national
assets, collective assets, and life and properties of citizens; when
carrying out tasks regarding foreign affairs or tasks in relation to
foreign aid and international peacekeeping assigned by the State;
in carrying out scientific research testing tasks on weapons; or
whoever makes such outstanding sacrifices in any other aspect
that he/she can be a role model.

Therefore, Tsang suggested to recognize doctors and nurses
who unfortunately died in the line of duty in the fight against the
COVID-19 pandemic as “martyrs”; erect a monument in memory of
doctors and nurses who fought against the COVID-19 pandemic;
and set up a special support fund for China’s doctors and nurses
so that all doctors and nurses who die in the fight against the
COVID-19 pandemic or in various future disaster relief efforts or
are injured due to emergencies while in a medical position are
accordingly given a higher level of care than ordinary workers.

Connie Wong: Tell a Good Story about
China’s Pandemic Fight and Help
Hong Kong Integrate into National
Development

With the COVID-19 pandemic spreading across the world, China
has been actively helping other countries while striving to put
the pandemic under control domestically. Connie Wong, the
Chamber’s Vice-Chairman (Deputy Director of the Committee
for Handling Proposals of CPPCC and CPPCC National
Committee Member), noted that China has so far provided
medical supplies to nearly 100 countries, dispatched medical
teams to 19 countries and shared its medical experience with over
200 countries and regions via videos. China has made tremendous
contributions to protect the lives and safety of people around
the world through sincere and effectual actions. However, some
Western politicians used the media to slander China to shirk their
own responsibilities for poor pandemic control as well as to contain
China. In her view, it is urgent and necessary to tell a good story
about China’s pandemic control to counter the malicious smear
against the country.
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Wong suggested that the country should drive joint efforts between
the government and the people to form a complete, society-wide,
broad-ranging and multi-perspective narrative to tell comprehensive,
in-depth and moving stories about China’s concerted efforts as
a people to combat the pandemic and save lives, reflecting the
country’s important role in international cooperation against the
pandemic and fully highlighting its image as a great power.

She hopes that the Central Government will spearhead joint
communication efforts and leverage new media and the power of
international mainstream media, overseas Chinese and overseas
students to correctly tell stories about China’s efforts in combating
the pandemic. For Hong Kong, as it is one of the most well-
connected areas in the world for the flow of people, logistics,
services, capital and information, it should leverage its unique
strengths of establishing overseas communication centers for telling
China’s stories.

In addition, Wong believes that as China is a strong backing for
Hong Kong’s development, it is essential to promote Hong Kong’s
integration into the country’s overall development and capture the
country’s development opportunities while maximizing its strengths
to meet the country’s needs to achieve win-win development for
both places. In this regard, she has the following suggestions:

1. Leverage Hong Kong’s strengths for the development of the “Belt
and Road” Initiative. As its legal, financial, accounting and other
professional services are among the best in the country, Hong Kong
should strive to provide “Hong Kong wisdom” for China to open
up to the rest of the world as well as attract investment and talent.
2. Accelerate mutual recognition of professional qualifications.
This will not only provide Hong Kong professionals with a broad
space for development, but also help raise the standard of
professional services in the Mainland. 3. Further create conditions
to entice young Hong Kongers to work, start business and live in
the Mainland in order to enhance their national identity. 4. Further
simplify tax procedures and introduce detailed implementation rules
to attract more people from Macao and Hong Kong to the Greater
Bay Area and promote Hong Kong’s better integration into national
development.

Tommy Li: Promote Integrated TCM
Development in both Places

Tommy Li, the Chamber’s Vice-Chairman (NPC Deputy),
focused on the topic “revitalizing the development of Traditional
Chinese Medicine (TCM)”. He noted that China has successfully
improved the cure rate by integrating TCM and western medicine
amid this year’s COVID-19 pandemic. Integrated therapy with TCM
and western medicine will be a major trend in medical system
development in the foreseeable future. Therefore, he put forward
proposals such as “building a TCM city in the Greater Bay Area
and making it a leading player in TCM development”. He hoped
that a pilot can be set up in the Greater Bay Area to strengthen the
interconnection mechanism for traditional Chinese patent medicines,
promote the exchange and training of talents in integrated TCM and
Western medicine, and set up a clinical database on TCM in Hong
Kong and the Mainland for the integrated development of TCM in
both places and propel TCM to the world stage.

Meanwhile, another focus of this year’s annual NPC session was

the adoption of the national security law for Hong Kong. Li believes
that the Central Government has always placed great trust in
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Hong Kong. However, following a series of riots, the NPC Standing
Committee, after careful consideration, has no alternative but to put
forward legislation to safeguard national security in order to protect
the overall security interests of the country and Hong Kong, which is
also the will of the vast majority of our citizens. He pointed out that
the enactment of the law is aimed specifically at a small group of
Hong Kong independence activists who intend to split the country.
For citizens to live in peace and work in contentment, it is necessary
to use legislation to ensure the long-term security and stability of the
society and maintain the steady sustainability of the “One Country,
Two Systems” principle.

Regarding his trip to Beijing, Li said that he deeply felt the country’s
determination and strict measures to control the pandemic. Insisting
on putting people’s lives and health first, it reported on the pandemic
in an open, transparent, responsible and timely manner. As a
developing country with 1.4 billion people, China’s feat in effectively
controlling the pandemic in a short period of time is a demonstration
of its spirit of national unity and solidarity. Besides wearing a mask,
participants of the session had to set off earlier to Shenzhen for
a nucleic acid test and then undergo another test upon arrival in
Beijing to ensure safety. It is worthy for the rest of the world to learn
from the country’s rigorous and conscientious efforts to control the
pandemic.

Herman Hu: Emphasis on Hygiene and
Health Protection; Civil Code has Long-
Term Benefits

Herman Hu, the Chamber’s Vice-Chairman (NPC Deputy), is
committed to upholding the “One Country, Two Systems” principle
and submitted eight proposals on Hong Kong’s politics, economy,
public hygiene and health, technology and energy.




Regarding local politics, Hu believes it is necessary to keep the “One
Country, Two Systems” principle stable and far-reaching, promote
the Greater Bay Area as a new world-class financial, commercial
and technological hub, and use the Greater Bay Area as an
opportunity for Hong Kong to further accelerate its development. At
a time when the pandemic is not yet fully contained effectively, Hu
believes that the sale and consumption of wild animals should be
strictly prohibited and the response to public health crisis should be
strengthened, which could be used as an opportunity to promote
the development of smart health and wellness industries. Regarding
technology and energy, sports-focused Hu pointed out the need to
step up promotion of sports technology in order to build the country
into a strong sports power and continuously rationalise the industrial
ecology for innovation and technology (I&T) development. He also
advocated greater use of clean energy to ensure the sustainable
development of the environment.

Hu noted that one of the important outcomes of this year’s “Two
Sessions” was the adoption of the Civil Code of the People’s
Republic of China. He explained that as the new China’s first
law code since its founding, the Civil Code is a fundamental
law with a solid foundation, stable expectations and long-term
benefits. The Hong Kong business community will have a more
comprehensive legal protection and basis for doing business and
living in the Mainland, enabling them to create more opportunities
while developing in a more ideal and equal business environment.
In addition, he expressed his full support for a reasonable and
constitutional national security law for Hong Kong and is convinced
that Hong Kong would regain peace and vitality once the relevant
legislation is completed.

Hu described the arrangements for this year’s “Two Sessions” as
rigorous, conscientious and meticulous. After staying in Shenzhen
for a one-night quarantine before going to Beijing, his life has been
very regular and special during his nine days in Beijing. He recalled
that he was most impressed by the very thoughtful and careful
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arrangements made by the staff. Besides the one-person-one-
table system for dining, they provided individually packaged anti-
epidemic supplies every day and regularly disinfected the hotel’'s
public facilities, with distance-keeping reminders placed on lift
floors.

Rock Chen: Regulation of Fintech
Industry should be Strengthened

In the era of rapid development of fintech (financial technology)
in China, some regulatory issues have remained unresolved. In
fact, regulation of technology has always been an important part
of the development of China’s fintech industry and a focus area
for regulatory authorities. Rock Chen, the Chamber’s Vice-
Chairman (CPPCC National Committee Member), believes that
reflecting on and addressing the industry’s problems and potential
risks is important in promoting the healthy and orderly development
of Internet finance.

According to Chen, because it is difficult to fully monitor and control
the internet world, some Internet financial services are not regulated
or exploit the gaps in the existing sector-based regulatory system
for profits. Also, some large Internet companies have basically
become financial holding groups engaging in financial-related
businesses without direct regulation. At the same time, because
the barriers to entry for Internet finance are lower than those in the
traditional financial industry, many information security technologies
carry high risks, which poses a significant cybersecurity risk.

Moreover, it is difficult for internet finance platforms to ascertain the
authenticity of the borrower’s financial situation and most online
financial applicants are low- and middle-income individuals or
MSMEs that might falsely report or underreport their solvency and
financial information, with frequent issues such as multiple borrowing
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and repeated granting of loans exposing the entire financial system
to higher risks. Meanwhile, although the internet technology is
mature, the entire internet financial transaction will face the risk of a
complete network paralysis should the network hardware/software
or underlying protocols fail.

Chen suggested to strictly enforce the principle of licensing financial
operations to safeguard the barriers of entry for businesses, step up
punishment and increase the cost of violation for anyone conducting
financial business without permission, and mandatorily include
holding groups formed by Internet enterprises in the scope of
regulation. At the same time, set the regulatory baseline and define
the entry criteria for Internet finance, such as network technology
security standards, customer data retention standards and cyber
crisis response and notification, and accelerate the formulation of
Internet financial technology rules and national standards.

As internet finance relies on electricity, to cope with any sudden
financial crisis caused by natural disasters, the authorities should
formulate a series of contingency plans to enable the business
community to reduce major financial losses in the event of natural
disasters. To prevent people from taking advantage of the loopholes
in the regulation of Internet finance for malicious debt evasion,
he suggested that all licensed Internet finance companies must
mandatorily be included in the credit reporting system to avoid
potential financial risks.

lan Fok: Reforming Healthcare and
Promoting Traditional Culture

While the COVID-19 outbreak has shown signs of slowing down,
no precautionary measure should be relaxed. lan Fok, the
Chamber’s Life Honorary Chairman (NPC Deputy), thought
this is a great opportunity to improve the healthcare system and
to promote the nation’s health. Therefore, in this year’s “Two
Sessions”, he submitted four proposals in the areas of healthcare,
Chinese medicine, and the development of martial arts.

Fok pointed out that while the flow of people and goods within
the Greater Bay Area is frequent, there is still much room for
strengthening in terms of the legal basis and systemic protection
that target the coordination of public health in the Greater Bay Area.
An immediate monitoring and communication mechanism regarding
public health information of the three areas is still lacking. As a
result, effective response to contingency public health incidents may
not be possible for the time being. As such, he proposed that more
work should be done in the legal, system protection and information
communication aspects, and a co-operation platform for public
health should be set up. Besides, Fok also pointed out that the
COVID-19 outbreak has highlighted much room for improvement
in the hygiene habits of Chinese nationals, as well as in the service
system of public health in China. He opined that a strong “Healthy
China” protective barrier can be built through education, day-to-day
habits, and martial arts training.

In terms of culture, Fok reckoned that Chinese medicine is a
treasure left to us by the predecessors of our motherland. However,
the passing on and development of Chinese medicine are yet to
be satisfactory. As such, we should ride on this very time of the
revival of the Chinese nation, and work to bring glory back to
Chinese medicine in the new era. He pointed out in his proposal
that the reform of Chinese medicine can take place in its system
and education. For example, a law to protect Chinese medicine can
be formulated, and Chinese medicine can be promoted in school,
and Chinese medicine can be empowered to shoulder the mission
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of exporting Chinese cultural value to the world. Furthermore,
as a long-term advocate to the development of martial arts, Fok
mentioned there is still inadequacy in its growth. He believed
that this national art should place a stronger focus on theoretical
studies. It should be complemented by a comprehensive system,
and various associations and organizations should be managed in
a modernized way. He hoped that Chinese martial arts can once
again be popularized throughout China and even across the world.

David Fong: National Security Law will
Keep Hong Kong Prosperous and Stable

David Fong, the Chamber’s Life Honorary Chairman (CPPCC
National Committee Member), welcomes the proposed national
security law for Hong Kong as it will safeguard the city’s long-term
prosperity, stability and special status. In 2020, Heritage Foundation
replaced Hong Kong with Singapore as the world’s freest economy.
Hong Kong’s economy was rated the freest in the world from 1995
through 2019, but it lost its throne due to the social turmoil occurring
since June last year. In Fong’s view, ranking is not the most important
thing. Instead, long-term prosperity stability under the “One Country,
Two Systems” principle is crucial to Hong Kong’s development.

He lamented that members of the Hong Kong business community
have lost confidence because of the endless social turmoil. Many
businesses have taken years to build up, once eliminated, they will
unlikely be able to make a comeback. Many SMEs can see the light
at the end of the COVID-19 pandemic tunnel, but worry that the
ongoing social unrest will cast them into darkness again. He stressed
that Hong Kong businesses managed to overcome difficulties every
time as they are accustomed to cyclical economic fluctuations, but
only in the absence of social turmoil.

Fong added that many SMEs indicated they would rather leave the
market with a loss than continue to operate. Despite a significant
reduction in rents, the unrest of the past few months has caused
them to have unpredictable fears for the safety of themselves and
customers. Most businesses are not interested in politics. They
just want to seek a stable life for themselves, their families and their
employees. As long as there is law and order, customers can feel
comfortable socialising, enjoying food and shopping. Everyone
sincerely hopes that Hong Kong will soon return to the right track to
peace and tranquillity, with economic prosperity also just around the
corner.

Fong therefore believes that the proposed national security law will
rescue Hong Kong. Hong Kong is not the only city to be protected
by national security regulations. Most Western countries have
passed and continued to tighten national security legislation over the
years. Macao is a case in point. It has a national security law, but its
residents live a normal life. There is no need to worry if you do not
violate the law, which is no different from other laws in Hong Kong.

He believes that the proposed legislation will bring other benefits,
including the rapid restoration of free individual travel and night
entertainment; increased attraction of foreign investors to establish
headquarters in Hong Kong to provide more employment
opportunities for locals and foreigners; and reduced risk of terrorist
activities to contribute to world peace and stable development
of the region, which is one of the steps towards “a community of
shared future for mankind” proposed by President Xi Jinping.
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Magnlflcent Transformation of
Hong Kong’s Industries
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In view of the significant contribution of Hong
Kong’s industries to GDP and employment,
the Budget this year has proposed to allocate
HKD2 billion to launch the “Reindustrialization
Funding Scheme” to drive the development
of advanced manufacturing by tapping into
innovation and technology (I&T) solutions, thus
bringing about a magnificent transformation
for Hong Kong’s industries.
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s part of its efforts to support
A reindustrialization in recent years,

the HKSAR Government has
set aside HKD2 billion for Hong Kong
Science and Technology Parks Corporation
(HKSTPC) to convert a factory building
in Yuen Long Industrial Estate into a
Microelectronics Centre. Albert Wong,
Chief Executive Officer of HKSTPC,
said that HKSTPC always supports
the upgrading and transformation of its
industrial estates to attract outstanding
manufacturers to establish their presence
here and keeps pace with Hong Kong’s
reindustrialization.

“We need to redefine the word ‘industry’
as society continues to progress.” Wong
believes that technology applications
are the major trend in today’s new era.
Hence, the meaning of “industry” should
include emerging industries, supporting
reindustrialization through multifaceted use
of advanced manufacturing.

Three industrial estates
covering different industries
HKSTPC currently manages three industrial
estates in Tai Po, Yuen Long and Tseung
Kwan O. As of the end of March 2020,
the industrial estates had an overall
occupancy rate of about 90% and housed



about 130 companies involving over 150
manufacturers and employing about
28,000 people.

According to Wong, the industries
operating in the industrial estates are
mainly food and beverages, biotechnology
and pharmaceuticals, support services,
and information and telecommunications.
“Those in the Tai Po and Yuen Long
industrial estates are mainly traditional
ones, while those in the Tseung Kwan O
industrial estate are more advanced.”

Seven directions for selecting
partners

To achieve the goal of reindustrialization,
the HKSAR Government and HKSTPC
revised the industrial estate policies in 2015
to support the development of high-value-
added and hi-tech industries. “Focusing
on upgrading and transformation, the
industrial estates build high-efficiency multi-
storey industrial buildings for rental to I&T
industrial partners.” Wong stressed that
the Advanced Manufacturing Centre (AMC)
provides companies with adaptable and
low-cost production facilities to produce
technologically innovative, high value-
added, low-volume and highly customised
products.

Wong added that today’s reindustrialization
emphasises advanced products, advanced
production methods and hi-tech talents.
Looking ahead, HKSTPC will use a different
set of criteria for selecting partners,
mainly in seven directions: production of
hi-tech products, addition of advanced
manufacturing processes, production to
meet Hong Kong’s needs, combination of
I&T R&D elements, increase of high-quality
employment opportunities, promotion of
Hong Kong’s industrial products, and active
investment in Hong Kong manufacturing.

Microelectronics Centre aims
to revive electronics sector

To step up support, the Finance Committee
of the Legislative Council has just approved
setting aside HKD2 billion for HKSTPC to
convert a factory building in Yuen Long
Industrial Estate into a “Microelectronics
Center” equipped with the necessary
facilities to produce microelectronics, allure
and retain the talents in the industry, and
provide supporting facilities such as shared
laboratories and offices.

Wong said that building Microelectronics
Center in Hong Kong is very important for
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Advanced Manufacturing Centre, Tseung Kwan O Industrial Estate

TS E R T EHBIE R O
Data Technology Hub, Tseung Kwan O Industrial Estate

the development of the entire electronics
sector. “We have received a lot of views
indicating that manufacturers are interested
in shifting production demand to Hong Kong,
especially the microelectronics industry,
and many people still want to stay in Hong
Kong for front-end R&D.” In Wong’s view,

Precision Manufacturing Centre, Tai Po Industrial Estate
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the strengths of Hong Kong’s electronics
sector coupled with the fact that many
local universities offer courses in relevant
disciplines should enable the creation of a
good industrial ecology in which talents can
maximise their strengths, thereby driving the
process of reindustrialization.
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With the development of innovation
and technology (I&T) industries now a
major trend globally, Wong Kam-fai,
Associate Dean (External Affairs) of the
Faculty of Engineering at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong, is convinced
that Hong Kong’s orientation towards
“reindustrialization” for development is
indeed correct, but it should shift focus
to the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area (Greater Bay Area) market
for complementarity of strengths.

Wong said that many people have
misunderstood the definition of
“reindustrialization” as merely encouraging
Hong Kong businesses to move their
factories and production lines back to
Hong Kong, “‘Reindustrialization’ is a
process during which public resources
are redistributed in response to changes
in public conditions and resources as well
as political and economic conditions for
repositioning of industrial development.”

“In recent years, the Government has
adopted a multi-pronged approach
by rolling out different measures for
“reindustrialization” and setting up the
HKSAR Committee on Innovation,
Technology and Reindustrialization.”
However, Wong admitted that the
measures are still unable to stick closely
to the core direction of developing I&T
industries, making the “reindustrialization”
orientation seem unclear to many people.

Complementarity of strengths
with Greater Bay Area cities
Wong stressed that the Government
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and business community should look
beyond Hong Kong and consider how to
integrate with the Greater Bay Area during
“reindustrialization”. “The demand chain
has gradually replaced the supply chain
model in the digital age. The demand
chain is where the buyer orders from the
manufacturer only when there is a need,
and the manufacturer provides the buyer
with personalized services. The business
community can meet customer needs by
partnering with companies proficient in
different fields in the Greater Bay Area.”

Wong further explained that as the demand
chain aims to meet market or customer
needs, it is often necessary to bring in
I&T, e.g. to design suitable products for
customers by using technologies such as
big data and Internet of Things (IOT) to
analyze their preferences and requirements.
“The Hong Kong business community can
partner with companies of advantages in
the Greater Bay Area, not only to speed up
production but also to help reduce costs.”

Enhance information exchange
for accurate resource allocation
To leverage the advantages of the Greater
Bay Area, Wong believes that first and
foremost, the “9 +2” cities must reach
information exchange agreements to
consolidate information from each site in
the area and conduct data analysis in Hong
Kong for accurate resource allocation.

“These sites can be widely distributed in
different cities in the Greater Bay Area,
maximizing the strengths of each city.
Intellectual property and basic scientific
research can be conducted in Hong Kong
and then convert the relevant technologies
into products through the Science Park
or Cyberport and consider using the
huge market of the Greater Bay Area as
a pilot.” He added that if the R&D results
are successful in the Greater Bay Area,
the next step will be to extend to the
nationwide and “Belt and Road” (B&R)
markets.

EUEHitE SPOTLIGHT

Promote conversion of R&D
results

For the short- and medium-term objectives
of “reindustrialization”, Wong said that
the Innovation and Technology Bureau
has formulated a series of policies for the
development of relevant industries. The
direction of development is correct, and
a lot of resources have been invested.
However, the public and the business
community are still doubtful about their
effectiveness. “In the short to medium term,
the Government should concentrate on
assisting in the successful implementation
of some promising local independent R&D
and production projects, which can also
attract more funding for I&T development.
Coupled with leveraging the advantages
of the Greater Bay Area, they can focus
on the Mainland and B&R markets over
the next five to ten years with a view to
bringing greater benefits for promoting
‘reindustrialization’.” €
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Timely Support Turns Crisis
into Opportunity

M R IBBELIR » ABK
BRRITE  REEFEFKETR
ET5AE8.9% » BB AHKIIRE
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Having been hit hard since the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Hong Kong's economy is
projected to contract by 8.9% in 1Q20, the largest
decline on record. The HKSAR Government has
rolled out of two rounds of the Anti-epidemic Fund
and the Employment Support Scheme to alleviate
the operational difficulties faced by various industries.
Can the industries benefit from them? How do they
turn crisis into opportunity amid the pandemic?
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Chung Wai-ping:
Pandemic Bears
Opportunities amid Timely
Government Support

usinesses across industries
B are hit hard by the COVID-19
pandemic. Faced with difficulties,
many restaurants have to resort to offering
discounts to hold their ground amid the

pandemic.

Chung Wai-ping, the Chamber’s
Standing Committee Member and
Chairman of Tao Heung Holdings
Limited, said that the group’s business
has been severely battered by last year’s
public incidents and the pandemic. He
noted that some of its restaurants had
to stay closed at night during the worst
period of the local pandemic. “Business
declined by 20% to 30% last year and
over 50% this year, with some outlets even
seeing a 70% decline.”

The Government has therefore rolled out
two rounds of the Anti-epidemic Fund to
support the F&B industry, including a one-
off subsidy of HKD80,000 or HKD200,000
for eligible licensed food outlets in the
first round and wage subsidies for eligible
employers among several measures in the
second round to help food outlets and
other premises affected by the restriction
on gatherings.

Winnie Yau, Vice President Administration
of Tao Heung Group Limited, stated that
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the two rounds of government subsidies
are timely for the group as well as the local
F&B industry. Citing Tao Heung Holdings
as an example, she said that most of its
restaurants received their subsidies in
March. She added that the application
process is quite simple and the application
documents for both rounds of the Fund are
within the scope of “two or three pages”.

Veanna Tsang, Chief Financial Officer
of Tao Heung Group Limited, said that
the Government’s funding support has
eased the pressure on the F&B industry in
terms of salary, but some landlords might
refuse to cut rents even more because
of such support for the industry. Hence,
she hopes that the Government can think
about how to help the industry overcome
difficulties in terms of rent.

Chung admitted that he remained
extremely cautious. For example, for
COVID-19 prevention measures, Tao
Heung Holdings has spent a few hundred
thousand dollars on setting up new
body temperature measuring machines.
Chung disclosed that the group gave
out HKD1,000 in subsidy and anti-
epidemic supplies to its grass-roots
employees during the pandemic in the
hope of boosting morale. He said that the
pandemic is an unfortunate crisis, but it
also bears opportunities, which enable
the group to further strengthen its health
monitoring. He also pointed out that the
group is still opening outlets and recruiting
employees. He believed that the pandemic
is temporary and remained confident of the
prospects after the crisis.
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New body temperature measuring machines are set up in Tao Heung.
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Hong Kong could form a “travel bubble” with the surrounding areas where the pandemic is less prevalent to

open up travel to one another.
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Large-scale exhibitions have stalled for too long and will take time to resume.
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Jason Wong: Emulate
“Travel Bubble” Idea to
Revive Travel Industry

Jason Wong, the Chamber’s Committee
Member and Chairman of the Hong
Kong Travel Industry Council, admitted
that the situation in the travel industry is
equally dire, with related businesses now
fallen to almost zero and in a “hibernation”
state. He noted that the industry has been
hit hard since last year’s anti-amendment
movement and this year’s COVID-19
pandemic has made the situation even
worse.

In view of this, the Government has
included several measures to support the
travel industry in the two rounds of the
Anti-epidemic Fund These include: An
allowance of HKD5,000 per employee for
six months; a subsidy of HKD20,000 to
HKD200,000 per travel agent; a subsidy
of HKD300,000 to HKD400,000 per hotel;
and some subsidies for tourist bus drivers
and cruise companies. Wong believes that
the above measures and the Employment
Support Scheme are a timely relief for
the industry. However, it would be difficult
to sustain the industry even with more
subsidies if travel activities remain at a
standstill for a long time.

Wong lamented, “It is almost impossible
for employees to live in Hong Kong
today on a monthly allowance of several
thousand dollars if they go without
work for a lengthy period. Therefore,
the industry’s best hope is to lift some
of the restrictions and resume some
travel activities as soon as possible.” He
suggested that Hong Kong could emulate
the “travel bubble” idea in some countries,
that is, form a ‘bubble’ with neighbouring
Macao, the Mainland, and even the
surrounding areas where the pandemic is
less prevalent, opening up travel to one
another while requiring people outside the
“bubble” to be quarantined if they want to
enter.

He added that support from a third round
of the Anti-epidemic Fund would inevitably
be needed if the pandemic continues
into July-August. “Travel agencies still
incur some basic expenses and need to
pay employees even in ‘hibernation’ . In
this environment, some travel agencies
have no choice but to wind up and
liquidate. | hope people will understand.”



He is convinced that there will always be
demand for travel around the world, so the
industry will recover so long as it survives
the crisis.

William Shum: Leverage
Support to Expand Online
Sales

People’s consumption tends to be prudent
amid the COVID-19 pandemic, and non-
essential items such as jewellery and
watches naturally bear the brunt. William
Shum, the Chamber’s Committee
Member and Founder of Memorigin
Watch, said that the company’s products
are mainly sold through partnership with
retail stores and exhibitions, so its business
is inevitably hurt by the pandemic.

At present, isolation and quarantine
measures are still in place between Hong

Kong and the Mainland, and it is still
uncertain when they will be eased. Shum
believes that the measures adversely affect
economic recovery as they significantly
hinder the flow of goods between the
Mainland and Hong Kong. “For example,
if a customer wants to repair a watch, we
can’'t send it to a factory in the Mainland.”
He believes that the Government should
consider improvements, such as easing
customs clearance for people travelling
on business first and simplifying some
quarantine procedures.

Shum admitted that he was not too
optimistic about the industry’s pace of
recovery after the pandemic. He expected
that basic necessities would be the first
to recover, while luxury items such as
jewellery and watches would lag behind.
“Our sales rely primarily on retail and
exhibitions, but events such as large-scale
exhibitions have stalled for too long and will
take time to resume. As the development
of the pandemic is unpredictable, the

[EiC>#17% FIGHTING VIRUS TOGETHER

public remain concerned about massive
crowd gatherings.”

Fortunately, his company has many
overseas customers. It can still mail its
products overseas to maintain some
income even if external transport is almost
cut off. Moreover, supply is stable following
the successful resumption of factory
operations in the Mainland. However, many
of our peers in the local market are worried
about losing money or even shutting down
practically every day. “The Government’s
support measures are a timely relief. In
addition, the Distance Business Programme
(D-Biz) offers up to HKD300,000 in funding
to help eligible businesses enhance their
remote office and online sales capabilities.”

Shum revealed that online sales recorded
a noticeable increase during the pandemic,
so he will use the funding from the
Government’s D-Biz to expand online
sales to prepare for post-pandemic
development. &
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Combating COVID-19 under the “New Normal”

HEMAEBER Y HEBFEE  Looking back at the anti-epidemic journey
IO ABTAEESUNA - At imigits over the past six months or so, Gabriel

— Leung, Dean of the Li Ka Shing Faculty of
, £ s EX Ex
5 §’§j( FRARPHERERISE Medicine at the University of Hong Kong,

THA—8 - ZHEEIREITHFETRE  thinks that scientific analysis is the strongest
2 RERESTERT ARG NS, leverage in the government’s decisioning.

o MEET S N However, as it is hard to predict when the
A MRS RARE RIS LR epidemic will end, the public should stay

& f
AIREKRIEHE - MERELUESOEERS optimistic and learn to live under the “new
BEUGEERETN “HERET o normal” that will co-exist with the pandemic.
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eung recalled that he had been
|_ appointed by the government as a

member of an expert group during
the early stage of the outbreak to provide
professional input to the government’s
anti-epidemic measures. To contribute to
combating the outbreak around the world,
he is also actively participating in the work
of the National Health Commission of China
and the World Health Organization.

An unforgettable six-month
fight against COVID-19

Leung pointed out that meticulous scientific
analysis has effectively empowered the
decision-making of the government. For
example, the world’s first report about



the novel coronavirus pandemic found
that the virus has an incubation period
of five to six days, and the onset takes
place within 14 days in almost all infected
patients. The findings, indeed, formed
the theoretical basis for the subsequent
14-day isolation order. Quoting another
example, Leung explained that with studies
showing an overall death rate of 2%
amongst diagnosed patients, who were
mainly symptomatic and over the age of
60, various countries have been focusing
on protecting elderly homes and similar
facilities.

Leung’s own team has also been tracking
and monitoring the development of the
epidemic. The effect of the anti-epidemic
measures was presented and discussed in
their study report. “The report we published
in March indicated that the spread of the
disease had been contained in Beijing,
Shanghai, Shenzhen and Wenzhou, i.e.
cities outside of Hubei province with more
confirmed cases. The achievement was
attributed to the anti-epidemic measures
rolled out by the country.”

Staying vigilant against the
volatile epidemic

Commenting on the situation of Hong Kong,
Leung reckons that government measures
proved to be effective and have successfully
blocked the virus’ spread in the community.
Regarding when these measures can be
relaxed, he believes the matter must be
handled with great care. The government
must balance three main factors, namely
public health, level of acceptance by our
society and relevant economic impact,
when it makes a decision.

Responding to the epidemic’s
“new normal”

According to Janice Choi, the Chamber’s
Chairman of Ladies’ Committee, some
members were concerned with the recent
sporadic cases seen in the community.
They wondered if the 28-day “zero case”
period has to restart before anti-epidemic
policies can be relaxed. They also asked
whether the SAR government can consider
waiving isolation measures based on the
different conditions in the Mainland and
overseas, such that economic activities
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can be resumed. Leung said that the 28-
day period with no locally diagnosed case
is not necessarily a requisite. He believes
that the government is already considering
the circumstances of specific locations so
that commercial and trade activities can be
gradually resumed.

Leung pointed out that it is difficult to
predict when the pandemic will be over.
The public should not lower their guards.
When the winter epidemic season begins,
it is possible that a new wave of infections
would take place. However, Leung also
said that Hong Kong citizens are highly
vigilant on anti-epidemic measures, with
close to 99% of the public taking the
initiative in wearing masks. He stressed that
the operation of our society and economic
activities cannot remain stagnated
indefinitely, and anti-epidemic measures
will be lifted one day. Therefore, the public
should actively adapt to this “new normal”
and respond positively. €

This is an abstract of the Chamber’s Ladies’
Committee’s webinar “The Epidemic, Public
Sentiments, and the Political & Economic
Situation”
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Distance Business —
Overcoming the Epidemic with I&T

= Py

TIERET » Home Office A4» Amidst the current epidemic, home office is
PEM=OHRERE  HE2EN gradually becoming a norm for many companies

R . s . — daily operation and business negotiations are
LI DK YN YN\ o S 4= 5 A\ . . . ' '
RPN LET - & increasingly going online. As a result, distance

IEERAARE NEAAMIEEE - BR  business is now the talk of the town. In response

Kt SEBTFLEELEADEE  to the new trend, the Government has rolled out

MR BIE “EIEATY ’;arggted s;ppor‘[ meafusséllnlcaludmg the D|s’EjanEe
N T usiness Programme” (D-Biz Programme) and the
1 = m optimized Technology Voucher, to foster successful

INPERTHE TR ER o implementation of distance business amongst SMEs.
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Edmond Lai: D-Biz
Programme Helps
Businesses in Their
Digital Transformation

nder the second round of the
U “Anti-epidemic Fund” rolled out

by the Government, a D-Biz
Programme is set up to provide funding
for companies adopting information
technology solutions and to help them
continue their business and services during
the epidemic. Edmond Lai, Chief Digital
Officer of Hong Kong Productivity
Council said that the programme provides
companies with funding to procure and
adopt technology solutions. For each IT
solution and the relevant training expenses
for the employees, the funding ceiling is
HKD100,000. Each enterprise may receive
total funding of up to HKD300,000 to
undertake a project to be completed within
six months.

He explained that the programme covers
various information technology solutions.
Considering the relatively tight cashflow
of SMEs, a business will be disbursed a
payment of 30% of the funding amount
upon application approval. Upon project
completion and after supporting documents
are accepted, the remaining funds will be
disbursed to the business.



Affected by the epidemic, many companies
are undergoing a very difficult time. Lai
stressed that the programme will process
applications like running water. “As soon as
we receive an application, we will handle
it right the way. We hope the evaluation
process can be completed within the
shortest possible time and help ease the
urgent needs of the public.”

Lai reminded that companies intending to
apply must already be in operation before 1
January this year and must have a genuine
operation in Hong Kong at the time of
application; the projects applied must also
be related to its business. Each company
can only submit one application. Projects
that are currently running would not be
funded. He encouraged SMEs to make
good use of the funding, and achieve digital
transformation through technology, which
in turn would improve competitiveness in
the long run.

Colin Lee: Optimized
Technology Voucher
Keeps SMEs Competitive

As revealed in the Budget announced
earlier this year, the Government has
decided to further optimize the Technology
Voucher Programme to maintain and
improve the competitiveness of SMEs
during the epidemic.

Colin Lee, Senior Manager (Innovation
and Technology Fund) of Innovation
and Technology Commission listed
out the three areas of enhancement.
Firstly, the funding ratio is increased: the
government now funds three-quarters
(previously two-thirds) of a project. In other
words, a company only needs to pay one-
fourth of the project’s fund. Secondly, the
maximum funding amount is increased
from HKD400,000 to HKD600,000. Thirdly,
the number of approved projects under
the same entity is now increased from four
to six, meaning up to six projects can be
submitted for applying the HKD600,000
fund. “We believe the optimized scheme
can further benefit SMEs.”

Lee added that the technology voucher
is widely applicable, “For example, you
may be quite familiar with big data and
cloud analysis, network security, electronic
inventory management, application of
smart robotics, etc. All these are covered
in the funding support. There is no
strict restriction on application eligibility.
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If companies think they need certain
technology services and these comply with
the objective of the technology voucher,
they are welcome to apply. We will consider
according to the actual circumstances of a
company.”

He also reminded that the funding of a
technology voucher does not cover rent,
employee salary, office equipment required
for day-to-to operation, or professional
service fees that are unrelated to technology.

E>¥1/Z FIGHTING VIRUS TOGETHER

To prevent conflict of interest, technology
service providers or suppliers cannot
be related to an applicant in terms of
management and ownership, nor could they
provide loans to the applicant’s technology
voucher projects. €

This is an abstract of the Chamber’'s Commerce,
Industry and Social Affairs Committee, InnoTech,
Creativity and Culture Committee’s webinar
“Distance Business-Overcoming the Epidemic with
I&T".
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The Police Force Has a Real Need for
More Personnel and Equipment

\EEYReRAImR (£

Martin Liao, Legislative Council Member,
Commercial (Second) Functional Constituency

me BRI
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The vast majority of Hong Kong residents wholeheartedly
wish to see social order restored and the police return to
fighting crime, and as extra personnel and equipment would
protect lives and property, such proposals deserve support.
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efore June 2019, Hong Kong
B was one of the safest regions

in the world. However, in the
Safe Cities Index 2019 published by the
Economist Intelligence Unit following the
storm over the amendment bill, Hong Kong
fell 11 places from 9th place in 2017 to
20th; while in the Global Institute of City
Competitiveness’s 2019 China’s Safest
City Rankings, Hong Kong tumbled from
1st to 13th in 2019. In 2019, Hong Kong
recorded a total of 59,225 criminal cases,
an increase of 5,000 cases, representing a
9.2% rise from the 2018 figures. There was
a marked increase in violent crime, with
the number of young offenders increasing
dramatically. This “scorched-earth” form of
violence has not only caused a dramatic
fall in Hong Kong’s public security, but also
intensified the fragmentation of society,
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affecting the Hong Kong economy and
people’s livelihoods.

The Police Have an Important
Duty to Perform

Police bear the burden of the fight against
crime and have the vital responsibility
of protecting the lives and property of
Hong Kong residents, making their work
indispensable. The safety and stability
of society is the basis for the stable
development of Hong Kong’s economy and
people’s livelihoods, and the amendment cut
back the annual operating budget for Hong
Kong Police Force, reduced remuneration
and special service payments for police, and
slashed the budgets for witnesses, prisoners
and deportees, which has undoubtedly
had an effect on the normal operation of
the Police Force. It is a form of “scorched



earth” politics that overlooks the importance
of public order, gives people a license to
commit crime, and disregards people’s
livelihoods.

Police expenditure in this year’s budget
bill has attracted a great deal of attention
or dispute for two main reasons: First,
the relevant budget expenditure has been
significantly increased; and second, some
people have expressed considerable
dissatisfaction with the Police Force’s
standards and methods of enforcing
the law, and believe that the police are
“using taxpayer’s money to buy weapons
and equipment to attack the Hong Kong
people.”

Escalating Violence Makes
the Police’s Task Extremely
Difficult

To address the first point and determine
whether the additional budget expenditure is
worthy of support, it is essential to consider
whether it is actually necessary. Budget
expenditure on the Hong Kong Police has
increased by HKD2.1991 billion from last
year’s revised budget, and the police plan to
recruit an additional 2,543 personnel. As the
COVID-19 pandemic gradually receded in
Hong Kong in late April, the “scorched earth”
trend has begun to emerge again. The “Sing
With You” gatherings on 26 April in Taikoo
Shing and on 28 April at the International
Finance Centre not only violated the ban on
gatherings, but some of those present even
went as far as to raise the flag of Hong Kong
independence. By May, the gatherings had
evolved further into violent confrontations,
with a 15-year-old boy at the gathering on
1 May throwing a petrol bomb at a police
vehicle, while a student “reporter” aged just
12 appeared at the Mother’s Day gathering.

The arsenal of weapons uncovered by
police over the last few month includes the
homemade bombs often used by terrorists
around the world, explosives, remote
control devices, 2.6 tons of chemicals, a
bomb-making laboratory, an AR-15 assault
rifle, and more than a thousand rounds
of ammunition; a healthcare worker strike
demanded the closure of the border with
the Mainland, and there were bombings
in public facilities or important transport
links such as Caritas Medical Centre,
Shenzhen Bay Port and Lo Wu Station.
These are not random events, but rather
the first seeds of terrorism sprouting in
Hong Kong. Dealing with the relevant illegal
activities is an extremely difficult task, and
there are genuine operational needs that
require increases in police numbers and
additional equipment. Especially at a time
when the Hong Kong economy is declining
dramatically and unemployment rates are

climbing, the vast majority of Hong Kong
residents sincerely hope that social order will
be restored and the economy will recover as
soon as possible. As the police fight against
crime, extra personnel and equipment
would protect lives and property, and this
work to provide a stable social environment
for the Hong Kong economy and people’s
likelihoods deserves support.

Freedom Does Not Mean There
Are No Limits

It is true that the Police Force urgently needs
more people and equipment, but it is even
more important to address the issue of how
this is managed, and how such people and
equipment is used. Concerns about police
standards and methods of law enforcement
are the fundamental reason that part of
society opposes the additional police
expenditure in the budget bill, and that some
legislators have proposed amendments
in this regard. First, in terms of powers,
Article 10 (Section 232) of the Police Force
Ordinance states that the Police Force has
a statutory duty to maintain public safety
and order. While Article 27 of the Basic Law
ensures that Hong Kong residents enjoy
freedoms including the freedom of assembly
and freedom to demonstrate and protest,
but freedom does not mean that there
are no limits. Since June last year, Hong
Kong has had more than 900 protests,
demonstrations and public gatherings.
Many of those evolved into violent and illegal
behaviour, as we have all witnessed. The
transformation of universities into bases for
manufacturing petrol bombs and hideouts
for criminal rioters is unprecedented. If
criminal acts are not investigated, and those
responsible for enforcement see criminal
activity but do not enforce the law, where is
there left for the rule of law to go?

A considerable number of people in society
are critical of “police brutality”, and it is true
that there are guidelines for the use of force
by police in the course of law enforcement
operations; however, it is inevitable that there
will always be a few “bad apples” in terms
of law enforcement and individual character,
and some police officers may indeed be
under suspicion of using excessive force.
Hong Kong has seen an almost insane level
of violent conflict over the last few months,
but since June last year, not one person has
lost their life as a result of police action to
enforce the law, while lives have been lost as
a result of the actions of rioters. Doesn’t this
tell us something?

The Independent Police
Complaints Council Report
Should be Carefully Examined

The key issue is whether the existing
mechanisms can deal with the relevant
people in a timely and effective manner,

S Z[E%R VOICE IN LEGCO

and rectify the Police Force’s methods
of dealing with incidents. The existing
mechanisms for dealing with such issues
include the Independent Commission
Against Corruption (ICAC) case involving
bribery among police officers in relation
to opposition to the amendment bill, the
Independent Police Complaints Council
(IPCC) mechanism for complaints against
the police, and the Police Force’s internal
disciplinary procedures.

The IPCC'’s special report published on
15 May examined areas including the
controversial “incidents of 9 June, 12 June,
1 July, 21 July, 11 August and 31 August”
that attracted great public attention, as well
as addressing the issues of police officer
identification and detention arrangements
at San Uk Ling Holding Centre, and
looking at the views of police personnel,
the media, and members of the public; the
report also made 52 recommendations to
improve police operations. The Independent
Police Complaints Council’s 26 members
are drawn from different backgrounds
and professions, and spent nearly a year
gathering and reviewing materials. The
entire report is objective and focused on
the relevant issues, and is intended to bring
out the facts. We should carefully review
the IPCC report and make improvements
to police operations in accordance with its
recommendations. The Security Bureau has
already formed a task force at the request
of the Chief Executive to convene meetings
to follow up on the IPCC recommendations,
formulate a plan of action, and prioritize
relevant items, so that the recommendations
can be implemented at the earliest possible
opportunity. An Independent Review
Committee is also being formed to examine
the deeper reasons for the split in society.
Everyone in Hong Kong has a responsibility
to further the stable development of society
and express demands in a peaceful manner,
rather than resorting to violence, and finding
fault with “police brutality” while opposing
budget expenditure for the Police Force. €

This is a free translation. For the exact meaning of
the article, please refer to the Chinese version.

mH EXABREEAER  BARERT
EERM

Should you have any comments on the article,
please feel free to contact Mr Martin Liao.

okt Address:

BRREIDEGIE 1 FADEB RS AIE703E
Rm 703, Legislative Council Complex,

1 Legislative Council Road, Central, Hong Kong
EEE Tel: 2576-7121

5 H Fax: 2798-8802

EE Email: legco.office.liao@gmail.com
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Hong Kong’s TIC Services
Keeping Pace with the Times

IR RRI X ERE - BIRS/8E]Z2  People would immediately think of laboratory
IFEE=TE - BE o S@1T work when it comes to testing, inspection
e - . and certification (TIC). In fact, the TIC industry
3t = , R == O
RHES EE/’Z B has a wide coverage, with its functions
E/]Ijj e X an B eh a8 J//{:.:Z\%E& ranging from certification of product features
JEITRI - EREZESRAIERAE ©  and quality to environmental testing.
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ith the recent continuation of the
COVID-19 pandemic, all sectors
of society have placed greater

emphasis on relevant TIC services, e.g.
inspection and testing of hygiene conditions
and independent third-party certification
of anti-epidemic supplies. Coupled with
the expected development potential for
the industry due to the Greater Bay Area,
the demand for relevant personnel has
increased significantly.

Widening scope of testing

In the past, the biggest demand for TIC
services came from traditional industries,
especially those exporting to Europe
and the US where there are strict local
regulations of product materials and quality.
Patrick Lee, Chairman of Hong Kong
Association for Testing, Inspection
and Certification Limited (HKTIC),
said that with the growing emphasis on
quality certification and product safety, TIC
services are sought after by a wide range
of industries and products, many of which
cover areas closely related to public health,
such as whether the radio waves of mobile
phones are harmful to humans. Therefore,
in recent years, the industry has continued
to take in scientific experts with a chemical
or engineering background to meet its
needs.

“TIC generally cover three service
categories: testing, inspection and
certification.” Lee said that the common
purpose of testing in the industry is
primarily to meet legal requirements, e.g.
manufacturers must first ensure that their
products do not contain locally prohibited
chemical ingredients and substances before
exporting them to Europe and the US, and
secondly, functional testing: if the product



is marked as UV-proof, the company needs
to prove that the description of the function
of the product is accurate.

He added that TIC is also widely adopted
by businesses and factories in their
production processes and management
systems to ensure that their products or
services comply with legal requirements
from production to export and avoid
making exaggerated or false statements in
order to strengthen the credibility of their
brand or enterprise.

Need for technical expertise

According to Lee, the industry currently has
urgent demand for testing personnel who
generally need to have a bachelor’s degree
in chemistry or engineering, followed by
specialisation in business development,
marketing or customer service to help

TIC agencies expand their business and
customer networks.

He said that to improve the professional level
of the industry, HKTIC has established the
Professional Certification Scheme for Testing
Personnel with two levels of certification,
i.e. Certified Testing Technician (CTT) and
Certified Testing Professional (CTP), covering
multiple areas of expertise.

Tapping the Greater Bay Area
market

Lee expected that the demand for
inspection and testing would increase
along with the rising adoption of 5G
networks. At the same time, health and
epidemic prevention awareness has greatly
strengthened in all sectors of society due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. In response,
local businesses have introduced Hong
Kong-made masks involving several new

#7—1X YOUNG ELITES
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disciplines or technologies, which present
both new challenges and opportunities for
the inspection and testing industry. “We
hope that the new force in the inspection
and testing community will adopt the spirit of
learning and seeking knowledge about new
stuff, which will be more suitable for them to
maximise their strengths in the industry.”

He was pleased to see the Central
Government’s Outline Development Plan for
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area (Outline) released in early 2019. In
particular, the Outline mentioned the need to
deepen the measures to open up to Hong
Kong’s services (including the TIC industry),
showing the country’s recognition and
support for the quality and potential of “Test
in Hong Kong”. This is set to help the Hong
Kong industry to further tap the Greater Bay
Area, as well as the Mainland and overseas
markets. )
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The Magical World of Pen and Ink

FKEEEZELNIRIZTZ R EIES ~ k#  With every lift and press, ink at the tip of a pen

N S ERNZD - 4D BBRYAS&4E  gives life to different handwriting. Bold and

BRI aE - T EER ) EAER fine lines make up beautiful scripts. This is the
7N U = = ~

. _ — charisma of western calligraphy. The pleasure
[e) i‘ [ \ E\E [=] ’ i
It o R Y EEFmAVERIN  ERTH of collecting fine writing instruments, and the

5 - ERRHVEFFEMN - IIOTF  serene and peaceful feeling of writing, make
SEE IR o western calligraphy particularly interesting.
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Western calligraphy on glass.
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renda Ching, Chairperson of
B Alpha Beta Club, the Hong
Kong Society of Western
Calligraphic Art (the Society), admits
that it was difficult to learn western

calligraphy in the past because instructors
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The Society organized its first Calligraphy Day to promote western calligraphy through seminar, workshop

and exhibition last year.

were few. However, as more and more
people share their passion for western
calligraphy on social media, the number of
both instructors and learners has grown in
the last decade.

The unique beauty of individual
scripts

Copperplate and modern scripts are the
most common forms of western calligraphy.
Yet, just like its Chinese counterpart, western
calligraphy has many different scripts.
Lolita, instructor at the Society, explains,
“As a general rule, western calligraphy can
be divided into board nib and point nib.
The former can be presented in Roman,
Uncial, Gothic and ltalic; the latter can be
presented in Copperplate, Spencerian,
Cursive, etc. Every script is a big family
with various derivative scripts of individual

iy T ]
.

features.” Christine, another instructor at
the Society, adds that it is a recent trend
to categorize western calligraphy by writing
instrument: traditional fountain pen, modern
marker and brush pen.

Make good use of writing tools
to blend and innovate

Brenda and instructors Lolita and Christine
show us many different writing instruments,
ranging from traditional fountain pen to
modern brush pen, home-made feather
pen and bamboo pen. They say western
calligraphy delights you with a diverse
choice of scripts, and there is so much fun
in buying or producing your ideal writing
instruments.

According to Brenda, different writing
effects can be created by using different
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tools, paper and ink. “Western calligraphy
is a strong statement of personal style. In
addition to the wide selection of scripts,
there are diverse creative forms to choose
from. | like to blend western calligraphy into
handicrafts, such as greeting cards and
ornaments.”

All three seasoned western calligraphy
instructors have one common advice
for those interested in learning. First and
foremost, decide which script you wish to
learn and then look for suitable information,
teaching materials, course and tools.
Brenda points out that many learners find
Copperplate and Modern Script particularly
elegant and want to start practising
western calligraphy with Copperplate.
However, she suggests learners to begin
with board nib scripts, such as Gothic
and ltalic, so they can master the writing
method and technique.

Approach the learning process
with a different mindset

Christine says frankly that many learners
underestimate the difficulty of western
calligraphy, “They would feel that everyone
can make a straight line, yet knowing how
to control writing instruments to make a
straight line is a different story.” Lolita adds
that for a same stroke that does not look
right, four learners would have four different
reasons for their failure. “I have to observe
carefully where have they gone wrong and
suggest a way to improve.”

Another key is to go “slow” and “light”.
Christine points out that many beginners
want to accomplish everything in one go.
They tend to write too quickly with too
much force. “l was very down at one stage
and western calligraphy helped me find
peace and gradually get rid of negative
emotions.” In the current situation, a
hobby that calms and soothes is really
precious. €

ARTS

EEEFFEIEARENIA » BRTERAVAHKEIN  TEFIRENPEE - TTRE « FHAH marker ~ BEE -
There are a wide range of tools for western calligraphy. Apart from traditional fountain pen, you can also use handmade feather pen, Coca Cola pen, modern marker and brush pen.
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Cultural Heritage and Industry
A Memoir of a Pioneer
Who Opened-up Northwest China

HUZILIHAR -
Recent appearance of the Silk Road Dunhuang Hotel.
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Industry
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Wong met well known tycoon Lee Shau-kee
(left) in Mogao Caves in 2000.

Born in Hong Kong, Peter Wong (1949 -
2019) was the son of Wong Wah-sang,
the founder of Chung Wah Shipbuilding
& Engineering Company. He majored in the industrial design of ships and had been
passionate with Chinese history and culture since a young age. He was amongst
the first Hong Kongers who made field studies in the mainland and developed
business there in the 1980s. In addition to managing his family’s shipbuilding
business, Peter Wong was also keen to learn more about China at the time, which
was undergoing reform and opening up.

Peter Wong was patriotic throughout his life — he did not only love the country
and Hong Kong but was also devoted to charitable causes and spared no effort
in promoting culture and education. Before his passing, he planned to publish the
e-book Cultural Heritage and Industry to share with the public about how he had
kept invaluable cultural heritage alive though developing projects in the cultural
industry. Now that the book is published, his unfulfiled ambition is finally actualized.
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Wong received Professor Jao Tsung-| at the Silk Road Dunhuang Hotel in 2010.
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Wong (first from left) inspected the Silk Road Dunhuang Hotel during construction in 1995.

he late NPC Deputy and the

| Chamber’s Life Honorary Chairman
Peter Wong was a pioneer in
exploiting and developing northwest
China. He was also one of the earliest

Hong Kongers to visit the mainland for
development survey in the 1980s.

Before his passing, Wong had been
preparing for the e-book Cultural Heritage
and Industry, through which he would
share his experience in western China for
more than twenty years. His objective was
to provide some reference to those who
aspire to develop in the cultural industry or
in conserving ancient architecture.

Developing cultural tourism in
northwest China

Wong became highly interested in the
prospects of northwestern China in 1993
and began researching into the history of
the area. He also invested and developed
the cultural tourism industry there.

For more than 20 years, Wong had actively
transformed the cultural resources of
northwestern China into an industry. In
his book Cultural Heritage and Industry,
readers can learn how Wong founded a
cultural hotel, as well as how he opened
up cultural tourism, rebuilt Xinjiang

BFEHES BOOK RECOMMENDATION

International Grand Bazaar, and published
the comic Legends of Cosi, etc.

Building the brand of a cultural
hotel

The cultural hotel brand established by
Wong is particularly noteworthy. Wong
reckoned that traditional architectures must
be preserved and passed on because
they are the witness of historical changes.
Their elements, for example, can be
revitalized in the design of his hotel. This
was how the idea of his cultural hotel was
conceptualized - its architectural design,
décor and set up are all infused with
traditional cultural elements.

In 1993, Dunhuang was still an undeveloped
city. Wong, however, held a ground-
breaking ceremony for the Silk Road
Dunhuang Hotel, which marked the
birth of his cultural hotel. By 1995, after
overcoming numerous sandstorm attacks,
the construction work of the Silk Road
Dunhuang Hotel was finally complete.

After the opening of the Silk Road
Dunhuang Hotel, Peter Wong visited
different parts of the world to promote
cultural tourism along the Silk Road,
showing his guests the glamorous Silk
Road culture. In 1997, he founded a travel
agency and named it “Silk Road Travel”,
establishing a brand for cultural tourism.
In the book, readers can also find out how
Wong introduced recreational and cultural
tourism in the area, such as incorporating
race-running and walking in Gobi desert,
which propelled the economic development
of the area.

An innovator who showed
northwest China to the world
Wong also mentioned in the book that it
took quite some effort to discuss culture
with youngsters. In the light that animation
and comics were widely popular amongst
young people, Wong created the original
comic brand “Cosi” in 2010, integrating
history and culture into the popular animation
and comics and stationery items. Fusing
history and legends, “Cosi” inspired young
readers to learn more about the Silk Road.

To sum up, readers who are interested in
Chinese culture and northwestern China,
or those aspire to develop a career in the
cultural industry or conserving ancient
architecture, should benefit much form
Cultural Heritage and Industry. &

Source: Cultural Resources Development Co Ltd
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Reception
of Guests

BHFEEEEBREEEKIE (A=) 2z EM Alfred Sit (third from right), Secretary for Innovation and Technology visited
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58 B8N BES  HARRAES implementation of “Smart City”, so that a large number of young people and
FERBFAABE » R INREE A E L scientific talents are required. Therefore, development of local professionals and

R ERI R -(15/5) support of startups will also be strengthened.
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Community Affairs Committee and Weatern District Liaison Committee co-organized

an activity for distributing 10,000 masks to grassroots citizens and market merchants in

Wan Chai District and Central and Western District. Tommy Li, Vice-chairman of the

Chamber, participated in the activity with the Director and Deputy Directors of the Liaison
Committee for showing unity in fighting against the epidemic.
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