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With its multiple strengths, the Greater Bay Area can serve as an important hinterland
to support Hong Kong in its bid to break through development bottlenecks, create
entrepreneurial and employment opportunities for young talents, and drive Hong Kong's

continuous economic and livelihood development.

ith the unveiling of the Outline Development Plan for
\/\/ the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area,

the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
(Greater Bay Area) has become one of the “buzzwords” of the
“Two Sessions” this year. Hong Kong NPC Deputies and CPPCC
National Committee Members, including myself, put forward
several proposals on this matter as it is very close to our hearts.
At present, Hong Kong’s economic growth is generally stable,
but “pain points”, such as land shortage and the monotonous
industrial structure, remain unresolved and pose constraints on its
long-term development. In our view, the Greater Bay Area, with its
multiple strengths, can serve as an important hinterland to support
Hong Kong in its bid to break through development bottlenecks,
create entrepreneurial and employment opportunities for young
talents, and drive Hong Kong’s continuous economic and livelihood
development.

The Greater Bay Area an important hinterland for
Hong Kong

Premier Li Kegiang stated earlier this year to put in place a
development plan for the Greater Bay Area, while the “Two
Sessions” clearly communicate an important message to fully
expedite planning and development of the Greater Bay Area. This
year is expected to be crucial for full-speed implementation of the
Greater Bay Area development plan.

In fact, as a new attempt to intensify mutually beneficial and win-
win partnership among Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao, the
Greater Bay Area can inject new impetus to propel development in
the latter two. Benefitting from the Mainland’s reform and opening-
up, Hong Kong has maintained its leading edge in various areas
over the years. However, the local economy is vulnerable to external
volatilities due to its services-focused industrial structure, which is
not conducive to maintaining its international competitiveness in the
long run.

In recent years, the HKSAR Government has been actively
promoting industry diversification. However, Hong Kong is inevitably
constrained by the limited size of its local market and excessive
startup costs when it comes to developing emerging industries,
such as innovation and technology (I&T) and intelligent production.
By contrast, the Greater Bay Area’s large population and vast
land areas not only enable businesses to expand their operation
locations at lower rents and labor costs, but also provide a steady
stream of customers and goods to support the expansion of Hong
Kong industries.

Opening-up space for entrepreneurship and
employment

Young people can capitalize on the country’s favorable policies
to build their careers in the Greater Bay Area. Currently, there are
many measures on the Mainland that facilitate Hong Kong citizens

to explore business or employment opportunities. Such initiatives
give further support to Hong Kong’s integration into national
development via the Greater Bay Area. In addition, Mainland
educational institutions will issue eligible Hong Kong and Macao
graduates with “Employment Agreements” and “Employment
Registration Certificates” to help them access the local employment
market and build their careers. These facilitation measures will
contribute to more frequent exchange of young talents within the
Greater Bay Area.

We look forward to seeing the HKSAR Government actively
consulting with relevant Mainland departments to explore expanding
the scope of subsidy for individual income tax discrepancy, relaxing
the conditions for market access, and implementing full mutual
recognition of professional qualifications, so that more Hong Kong
people can develop their businesses or careers through the Greater
Bay Area. For professionals and technology talents working in
the Greater Bay Area, they should be eligible for after-tax fiscal
subsidies. In the long run, Hong Kong and Macao citizens working
and living in the Greater Bay Area should be given the same
treatment as Mainland residents.

Building an integrated regional living circle

Development of the Greater Bay Area can also bring about major
breakthroughs on the social and livelihood fronts. The introduction
of residence permits and opening of several cross-border
infrastructure projects have significantly reduced the cost of people’s
movement and interaction, which will help regional residents further
expand their living space in the Greater Bay Area. The governments
of the three places should step up cooperation to create a common
living circle in the Greater Bay Area, including allowing cross-border
use of elderly “Health Care Vouchers” as well as promoting the
establishment of “Hong Kong-style hospitals” and “Hong Kong-style
schools”.

Moreover, the three places may consider setting up a joint
meeting on eco-environmental protection, jointly formulating eco-
environmental standards and co-developing eco-technology and
green finance, focusing on coordinating the utilization of ecological
resources and overall environmental planning for the Greater Bay
Area’s sustainable development.

In the long run, Hong Kong’s further integration and collaboration
with other Greater Bay Area cities will help drive regional economy;,
society and livelihood steadily forward. The HKSAR Government,
industrial and commercial enterprises and all sectors of the society
should actively leverage Hong Kong’s unique strengths to capture
the Greater Bay Area’s growth opportunities in order to open up a
broader hinterland for Hong Kong’s overall development. &)
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At the 2019 NPC & CPPCC Exchange and Sharing
Meeting, Ma Fung-kwok, Head of Hong Kong’s
delegation of NPC deputies, and several CGCC
members who serve as NPC deputies and CPPCC
National Committee members jointly discussed the
key guiding principles and policy directions of this
year’s “Two Sessions”, as well as the implications
and opportunities for Hong Kong’s development.
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(From left) David Fong, Rock Chen, Ricky Tsang, Jonathan Choi, Tommy Li, Herman Hu and Lui Tim-leung.
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Ma Fung-kwok: Fully confident in the
country’s future
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Jonathan Choi: Helping businesses
embrace new opportunities

n his keynote address, Ma Fung-kwok, NPC Deputy, said

that Premier Li Keqgiang’s Government Work Report this year,

which reviewed the country’s achievements and issues in its
development last year and gave guidance to its future tasks and
development directions, received unanimous and enthusiastic
applause 58 times. He noted that the Premier’s report gave people
full confidence in the country’s long-term development amid external
economic uncertainties. In the past 40 years of reform and opening-
up, the economy has grown 240-fold, and with industries in the up-,
mid- and down-streams well aligned and infrastructure developing
rapidly, the people’s sense of happiness and gain in life has
significantly strengthened.

Looking ahead, Ma believes that China has an irreplaceable role to
play not only in solving various global problems, but also in promoting
the development of major technological fields and markets. The
country’s urbanization and infrastructure development, improvements
in industrial systems and innovation capabilities, focus on agriculture
and environmental protection, as well as implementation of the
“Belt and Road Initiative” bring new opportunities for its sustainable
development and participation in the transformation of the global
economic governance system. From this year’s “Two Sessions”, he
deeply realized the Central Government’s awareness and confidence
in promoting the country’s development and shouldering of increased
responsibility to further drive clean and better government in order to
build a good life for the people.

N——
=
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Jonathan Choi, the Chamber’s Chairman and CPPCC National
Standing Committee Member, pointed out that it had not been
easy for China’s economy to maintain a 6.6% growth rate last
year amid the rise of international trade protectionism. China’s
introduction of massive tax cuts of RMB 2 trillion, increased
support for private SMEs and adoption of the Foreign Investment
Law demonstrate its unwavering commitment to reform and
opening-up. Its growing economic strength not only provides
more growth drivers for Hong Kong and the Mainland, but also
brings tremendous new business opportunities for industrial and
commercial enterprises.

Choi added that the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area (Greater Bay Area) was the focal point of this year’s “Two
Sessions”. The Outline Development Plan for the Greater Bay Area
sets out five areas of strategic positioning for the Greater Bay Area.
The Central Government also gives Hong Kong the status as the
“central node” of the Greater Bay Area’s four core cities, reflecting
the importance and trust the country has placed in Hong Kong.
The Central Government has rolled out eight facilitation measures
for the Greater Bay Area and also announced that it will introduce
30 measures to facilitate the flow of people, goods and funds
in the area. It can be expected that the country will promote the
implementation of the development plan for the Greater Bay Area
at full speed this year. He looks forward to the Greater Bay Area
implementing true interconnection of living elements and deepening

maf




support services such as innovative systems and mechanisms and
those for the convenience and benefit of the people in order to form
a common living circle in the Greater Bay Area.

Choi also mentioned the CPPCC’s function of “developing political
awareness and paying attention to the overall situation” to exert
positive energy, playing a leading role to achieve social consensus.
He said that the CPPCC members will continue to rigorously and
conscientiously perform their duties in order to actively engage in
promoting national development with an innovative mindset.

Ricky Tsang: Support young people to
tap Greater Bay Area opportunities

This year's Government Work Report announced a 3% tax cut.
Ricky Tsang, the Chamber’s Vice-chairman and CPPCC
National Committee Member, said that as the country grows
richer and stronger, the Central Government wants to return wealth
to the people to give them a sense of happiness and gain. The
announcement was met with thunderous applause. In his view,
although the HKSAR Government’s revenues are not as much as
the Central Government’s, it should also introduce tax concession
measures to give the public the same sense of happiness and gain.

Tsang and his think thank have been promoting the Greater
Bay Area in recent years. He noted that the public now has a
deeper understanding of the Greater Bay Area, but those who are
interested in going to the Greater Bay Area for development have
no way of doing so. Tsang has earlier driven the establishment

EUEHitE SPOTLIGHT

of www.youth-bay.com to provide updates on the Greater Bay
Area. In view of the expensive fees charged by the infrastructure
and transportation networks connecting the Greater Bay Area,
he suggested the governments of Guangdong and Hong Kong
consider providing upfront subsidies to young people going to the
Mainland to start businesses in order to attract more of them to tap
the opportunities in the Greater Bay Area.

Tommy Li: Mainland officials
conscientious and responsible

Tommy Li, the Chamber’s Vice-chairman and NPC Deputy,
was deeply impressed by the Mainland government officials’
meticulous handling of and quick responses to the deputies’
suggestions at this year’s “Two Sessions”. Citing the traditional
chinese medicine industry where he operates in as an example, he
said that the officials responded to him just one day after he made
a suggestion on publicizing the theory of “preventive treatment of
disease”. He therefore feels that Hong Kong and Macao deputies
are by no means “rubber stamps”. Instead, Mainland government
officials will seriously study their proposals.

As for the Foreign Investment Law, as it does not change the
relevant legal applications for investments from Hong Kong,
Macao and Taiwan, Li deeply feels that the country attaches great
importance to these three places. He also said that the work reports
of the Supreme People’s Court (SPC) and the Supreme People’s
Procuratorate (SPP) show the high level of efficiency with which
cases were handled at the national level as well as the country’s
outstanding performance in the fight against corruption.

Herman Hu: Cope with complex times
with steadiness

In view of the complex situations at home and abroad, Herman
Hu, the Chamber’s Vice-chairman and NPC Deputy, believes
that Premier Li’s report this year has focused on “steadiness”,
in which “steady growth” is the main policy focus. At the same
time, President Xi Jinping pointed out that the government
should comprehensively promote reform, restructuring, livelihood
improvement and risk prevention. Hence, Hu believes that everyone
must have the “four aspects of confidence” put forward by
President Xi to progress with the country in its path, theory, system
and culture.

Referring to the work reports of the SPC and the SPP, Hu gave high
praises for their thoroughness and illustrations. Moreover, in recent
years, the country has advocated the use of high-tech to encourage
the public to understand more about their legal rights, including
“circuit courts” and “smart courts”, which fully demonstrates the
country’s great progress in the rule of law.

Rock Chen: Quality over quantity of
advice to government

Rock Chen, the Chamber’s Vice-chairman and CPPCC
National Committee Member, shared how to perform CPPCC’s
duties in giving suggestions to the government. In his view, the
CPPCC is a think tank of talents and touches on a wide range of

CGCC VISION  APR 2019

11



EUEHitE SPOTLIGHT

12

social issues. Therefore, it is necessary to have full knowledge
and mastery of the relevant issues before giving suggestions to
the government. Chen said that surveys and research are the
most important way to understand an issue. Besides obtaining
information from text and the Internet, one must also personally
learn about the issue from all stakeholders and relevant parties to
know exactly where the issue lies so as to propose appropriate
solutions. He believes this is in line with the spirit of this year’s
CPPCC conference of focusing on quality over quantity.

Chen believes that the development plan for the Greater Bay Area,
which was unveiled earlier, presents huge opportunities for the
business community. Taking financial development as an example,
many financing projects in the Greater Bay Area will be carried
out through Hong Kong. Another example is that the Science
and Technology Innovation Corridor developed by Hong Kong
with Guangzhou, Shenzhen and Macao will have great potential
for Hong Kong’s young people interested in engaging in the I&T
industry.

David Fong: Approval simplification
helps business development

David Fong, the Chamber’s Life Honorary Chairman and
CPPCC National Committee Member, pointed out that amid
the uncertainties of China-US trade frictions and complex regional
relations, Premier Li stated clearly that downward pressure on the
Mainland’s economy has increased and the top priority is to be
steady. This reflects the shift in the country’s economic development
from the pursuit of “quantity” to focus on “quality”. Premier Li also
said that if the market can manage it, the government will leave it to
the market. The government will not intervene unnecessarily. Even
if it is necessary, the procedures should be streamlined to provide
an ideal and convenient business environment for enterprises.
Fong applauded this as a major breakthrough, which could reduce
various approvals and procedures so that enterprises can focus
more on business development.

N——
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Along with the flourishing of innovative entrepreneurship, an
average of 18,000 start-ups are being established in the Mainland
every day. Fong believes it is unlikely that all of the start-ups can be
successful, but he is convinced that some of them will make it big,
especially in technology, health care and improvement of people’s
quality. These could create new projects that the country’s economy
can be proud of.

Lui Tim-leung: Resolutely punish
offenders to resolve enforcement
difficulty

Lui Tim-leung, the Chamber’s Committee Member and NPC
Deputy, who is in his 12th year of appointment as an NPC Deputy,
recalled that the work reports of the SPC and the SPP in his early
years of attending the “Two Sessions” did not receive as many
favourable votes as today. This year, the work reports of the SPC
and the SPP were passed with a high number of votes, reflecting a
marked greater recognition among participants of the country’s rule
of law today.

In Lui’s view, inability to enforce the courts’ authoritative ruling
and failure to pay the agreed compensation, which is also known
as “enforcement difficulty”, is one of the issues that the country
must resolve. In this regard, the country has adopted a series of
measures, such as blanket restrictions on exit and joint restrictions
with banks on loans of persons subject to enforcement, to forcing
the public to comply with court decisions, which is a major step
forward in the country’s rule of law. He also pointed out that in
recent years, the country has put a lot of efforts in public interest
litigation to further safeguard people’s livelihood such as in the areas
of food and drug safety, which is worthy of recognition. He looks
forward to the NPC deputies continuing to perform their duties
in monitoring the implementation of the reports and safeguarding
social justice and the rule of law in the future. &
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Jonathan Choi: Concrete response to
people’s concerns

National Standing Committee Member) was gratified

about the Outline Development Plan for the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (Greater Bay Area) announced
right before the CPPCC of this year. This was because, for four
consecutive years, he had submitted proposal for setting up the
Greater Bay Area as a way to strengthen the integration of the
economies of the three locations.

T he Chamber’s Chairman Jonathan Choi (CPPCC

This year, Choi has submitted eight proposals. Six of these are
concerned with environmental protection in the Greater Bay Area;
simplifying the movement of people, goods and capital within
the Greater Bay Area; promoting the spirit of Dr Sun Yat-sen to
converge the culture of the Greater Bay Area; facilitating the artificial
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intelligence industry, as well as speeding up the construction of
the Hong Kong-Shenzhen-Guangzhou innovation and technology
corridor, etc. The other two proposals are to set up a free trade
zone at the Yunnan border as soon as possible, as well as to
strengthen the deep collaboration between Yunnan and Hong
Kong, which could improve the level of opening-up for the entire
southwestern district and strengthen the construction of the China-
ASEAN gateway. The above proposals received wide attention from
the media and was widely reported.

Choi reckoned this year’s Government Work Report is particularly
pragmatic. Premier Li Kegiang admitted that the Chinese economy
is facing stronger downward pressure and proposed to adopt
the new foreign investment law to create fairer market conditions.
Significant reduction in tax and fees for invigorating the economy
was also proposed. This can be described as having addressed
issues that people are most concerned with.

Choi was also glad that the full coverage of legal assistance in the
civil and commercial areas in the Mainland and Hong Kong were
mentioned and actualized in the work reports of the Supreme
People’s Court and the Supreme People’s Procuratorate. Hong
Kong people would be happy to know about this. The “difficulty in
execution” is one of the perennial and difficult-to-solve problem for
China. Many Hong Kong merchants could not be truly protected in
the Mainland even when they have won a legal case in China. Yet,
as revealed in this year’s reports, around 20 million court decisions
have been enforced over the past three years, doubling what they
were before. Also, there was a huge growth in settled amounts,
which added up to RMB 4.4 ftrillion. It was also emphasized in
the report that the education on professional ethics of judges
will be strengthened, and the focus would be placed on judiciary
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conscience, especially on the implementation of the accountability
system regarding crimes judged to be illegal. These are measures
that are welcomed and supported by the people.

Ricky Tsang: Think tank development,
healthcare link-up and youth support

In view of the need to improve the visibility and research
capabilities of Hong Kong’s think tanks, especially to cope with
the requirements arising from the development of the Greater Bay
Area, the Chamber’s Vice-Chairman Ricky Tsang (CPPCC
National Committee Member), who spearheaded the setting up
of Proactive Think Tank a few years ago, presented his opinions on
think tanks in addition to commendations on healthcare and youth
issues at this year’s “Two Sessions”.

Tsang suggested that the Central Government attach importance
to the development of think tanks. It should give strong support
for the research and development capabilities of Hong Kong’s
patriotic think tanks and set up a think-tank alliance for all-round
cooperation among the think tanks in the Greater Bay Area, driving
comprehensive innovation in the area’s various development projects
and providing support for its development. Because healthcare is
one of the biggest concerns for Hong Kong people going to live
and work in the Greater Bay Area, Tsang also suggested that the
governments of Guangdong and Hong Kong work together to
establish a healthcare network in the Greater Bay Area that can be
linked up with Hong Kong so that Hong Kong people in the area can
enjoy basically the same healthcare services and protection as Hong
Kong’s public hospitals.

President Xi Jinping has stressed the need for solidarity, friendship
and joint development among the young people on both sides of the
Straits. Hence, Tsang suggested that the relevant departments of the
Central Government consider Hong Kong as the main intermediary
and devote more resources to developing specific schemes to
further strengthen cross-Straits and Hong Kong-Taiwan youth
interactions and gather the views of Taiwan’s young people, thus
establishing the public opinion basis for cross-Straits peaceful and
unified development in the future. Tsang added that a survey found
that over half of Hong Kong’s young people are currently interested
in participating in the Greater Bay Area’s development, but they have
not yet taken any actions due to some objective restrictions. He
therefore suggested that the Mainland draw reference from Hong
Kong’s transport subsidy scheme to provide transport subsidy for
Hong Kong’s young people in order to encourage them to integrate
into the Greater Bay Area’s development.

Summarizing his attendance at this year’s “Two Sessions”, Tsang
said that he is deeply impressed by the participants for earnestly
discharging their duty. Coupled with the country’s high-profile
reception and CPPCC National Committee Chairman Wang Yang
personally hosting members from Hong Kong to a dinner, Tsang
said that all these are an indication that the country attaches great
importance to Hong Kong.

Connie Wong: The Greater Bay Area
should adopt combined taxation to
promote frequent exchanges

Earlier on, the requirements in the Individual Income Tax Law in
China were amended. Connie Wong, the Chamber’s Vice-
Chairman (Deputy Director of the Committee for Handling
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Proposals of CPPCC and CPPCC National Committee
Member), reckons that the tax issues are highly relevant to the
personal interests of Hong Kong and Macao residents expanding
their talents into the Greater Bay Area. She proposed that the
governments of the three locations should allow residents to pay
the local tax according to where their household registration is kept.
The tax rates would be set out by the local regions. On the other
hand, Qianhai in Shenzhen and Hengajin in Zhuhai are implementing
the “Hong Kong tax for Hong Kong people” policy for Hong Kong
people working there. The measure could be considered for full
implementation for Hong Kong people working in the Greater Bay
Area. With cities in the Greater Bay Area integrating for further
development, Wong said that combined tax assessment should
be designed to offer greater convenience to residents of the three
locations, allowing them to deliver their tax responsibilities while
working on and off and developing in three independent tax zones.
Wong also observed that conflicts have arisen from the more
frequent exchanges between the Mainland and Hong Kong, which
is not favorable for harmonized development. She suggested that
the government and different sectors of society should employ a
multi-pronged approach, using more vivid methods in publicity and
guidance to facilitate stronger connection amongst the people and
to eliminate misunderstanding. For example, a roving exhibition
about the SAR and the country can be organized in different
districts to help Hong Kong and Mainland residents understand
and respect each other’s differences. Hong Kong students could
be invited to work as interns in Mainland enterprises. They could
take the chance to exchange ideas and learn more about Mainland
companies and social development by meeting with the senior
management of the organization and other students. Arrangements
can be made for Hong Kong students to visit the homes of similar-
aged students, where participants can learn about the everyday
lives of people in the Mainland, as well as establish friendship.

Furthermore, Wong is also concerned with the education system
in the Mainland. She reckons that at present, teaching and
learning have placed too strong an emphasis on exam results.
Students have become exam-sitting machines but there is a lack
of knowledge about things outside the scope of examination. She
pointed out that there is a need to reform the model of the Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE). She suggested that internal school
assessments of students should be calculated as part of the JEE
score. Teaching-wise, the focus should also be placed on nurturing



students’ comprehension and application skills, enhancing their
creativity and the ability to learn on their own. She also mentioned
that schools could launch external exchange collaboration projects
and co-organize students’ exchange activities with renowned
local and overseas institutes to broaden students’ horizons and to
strengthen their communication skills.

Tommy Li: Relax registration
requirements of HK proprietary Chinese
medicines in the Mainland

In his Government Work Report, Premier Li Kegiang mentioned that
the elderly service sector will be vigorously developed and the policy
of integrating medical healthcare with elderly care will be reformed
and perfected. Tommy Li, the Chamber’s Vice-Chairman (NPC
Deputy), commented that while he believes in the effect of the
focus on “preventive treatment of disease” in Chinese medicine,
the general public may not have a full picture on its application.
Therefore, large-scale publicity campaigns to promote Chinese
medicine as a popular science should be held regularly. He noted
that the National Administration of Traditional Chinese Medicine has
organized effective nationwide publicity events to promote Chinese
medicine and its medicines, which have benefited many people. Yet,
these were only held once every few years. Li suggested that they
could be held every other year. Publicity aside, Chinese medicine
practitioners are also the key drivers in the public’s acceptance of
the preventive healthcare benefits of Chinese medicine. At present,
there is yet a Chinese medicine hospital in Hong Kong. Most
Chinese medicine practitioners are operating as self-employed
establishments. Although they can practice privately in the Mainland
through CEPA, they are yet to be able to practice in public healthcare
institutes. Li reckons that Chinese medicine graduates from the
three universities of Hong Kong are of very high standard, and they
are also equipped with an international mindset. He suggested that
certain criteria in the Mainland could be relaxed, so that Hong Kong
and Macao talents in Chinese medicine, especially the younger
generation, can practice in public medical institutes in the Mainland.
This move will also be favorable for the overall development of the
Greater Bay Area, bringing new energy to the growth of well-being
and elderly care industries in the region.
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As part of the quintessence of Chinese culture, Chinese medicine
was once highlighted by President Xi Jinping as an area where
technological innovation should be propelled. Li pointed out that
Chinese medicine manufacturers in Hong Kong have produced
a host of proprietary Chinese medicines based on Chinese
Pharmacopoeia and century-old proved prescriptions. These
products must meet the stringent testing criteria of the Department
of Health before they could be successfully registered for sale on
the market. That is why the products are widely popular amongst
visitors from the Mainland and overseas. However, when Hong
Kong-produced proprietary Chinese medicines are registered in
the Mainland, they must be re-tested according to the registration
requirement in China. The products may also need to undergo
clinical tests again, which would involve significant costs and
time. As a result, many Hong Kong-produced proprietary Chinese
medicines are unsuccessful in getting their registration in the
Mainland, which in turn hinders the exchange of Chinese medicine
and the growth of relevant industries. As such, Li suggested that
the National Medical Products Administration could introduce a
simplified process for proprietary Chinese medicines that have
been officially registered in Hong Kong and produced by a GMP
facility. The process could be piloted for sale in the Greater Bay Area
market to offer residents in the region more diversified choices in
Chinese medicines, and at the same time, to promote exchange and
development of the Chinese medicine industry in the Greater Bay
Area, driving further growth for Chinese medicine in our motherland
and facilitating a “healthy China”.

Herman Hu: Doing well in medical
insurance and presenting a good
Chinese story

At the National Meeting for Propaganda and Ideological Work
last year, President Xi Jinping said that there is a need to “present
a good Chinese story”. Herman Hu, the Chamber’s Vice-
Chairman (NPC Deputy) fully agreed with Xi. For this year’s “Two
Sessions”, therefore, he put forward his proposals regarding the
development direction of Chinese civilization. Besides, he also
made suggestions to the healthcare and insurance sector.

The “Belt and Road Initiative” (B&R) is the country’s development
direction in future. Hu thought that an ambience to search for our
roots should be promoted. He suggested that the footprints and
heritage that the Chinese nation had left along the ancient Silk
Road should be identified from B&R countries as a way to attract
the locals’ interest in Chinese civilization. He also suggested that
young people from different countries and locations should be
recruited to become ambassadors of the Chinese civilization. This
could be done through overseas cultural institutes such as Chinese
cultural centers and Confucius Institute. Young people can learn
the language, history and culture of China in these settings and
introduce China to their friends and families in their respective
locations.

Hu has a few suggestions for healthcare. The first one is about the
need to cancel the publication of approval for setup system for
medical organizations, because the system could easily dampen
the progress of medical organization applicants that have made
themselves fully ready. For premium medical organizations, the
system is also unfavorable for them to invest on new medical
organizations to offer services and it could hinder the progress of
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social healthcare operation. Hu's second concern is about waiving
the agency fees for Hong Kong doctors who apply for the medical
practitioner’s qualification in the Mainland, as well as simplify the
process so that more medical professionals from Hong Kong
can be attracted to engage in exchange and development in the
Mainland and contribute to the diversification of healthcare services
in China. Furthermore, Hu also thought that Hong Kong should be
allowed to register Chinese and Western medicines manufactured in
GMP facilities for sales in the mainland to promote the development
of the medicine market in both locations.

Amidst accelerated economic growth and increased income in
the Mainland, demand for insurance products is also growing. Hu
proposed that foreign insurance companies should be allowed to
operate as sole proprietorships in China, and that the role of Hong
Kong as a center for life insurance services should be piloted in the
Greater Bay Area. He believed that these could help enhance the
quality and competitiveness of mainland insurance companies and
drive rapid development of China’s insurance industry.

Hu also spoke of his 40-year long friendship with Peter Wong,
Deputy of the National People’s Congress and the Chamber’s Life
Honorary Chairman. Both Hu and Wong were alumni of University
of California, Berkeley and had cooperated multiple times in
sports and business. Hu was very sad for Wong’s passing during
the “Two Sessions”, and he thought that Wong’s lifelong love of
and contribution to China and Hong Kong should be noted and
understood by Hong Kong people.

Rock Chen: Hong Kong-style schools
and innovative financial support for
enterprises

Education has always been a key issue for Rock Chen, the
Chamber’s Vice-Chairman (CPPCC National Committee
Member), who has served as the Chairman of the Hong Kong
Examinations and Assessment Authority. Hence, at this year’s Two
Sessions, he made recommendations specifically on education in
the Greater Bay Area, while paying attention to funding issues at
micro and small enterprises (MSEs).

Chen pointed out that Hong Kong professionals working in the
Greater Bay Area from time to time voiced their concerns about the
difficulties in arranging cross-boundary schooling for their children.
Even classes for Hong Kong students in Shenzhen merely use
specially designed curricula. In addition, due to the differences
in educational curricula and examination systems between the
Mainland and Hong Kong, Hong Kong children will face integration
problems if they want to return to the secondary schools and
universities in Hong Kong after completing the basic courses in the
Mainland. He therefore suggested opening formal Hong Kong-style
schools in the Greater Bay Area. These schools should be subject
to the relevant legal provisions promulgated by the Mainland’s
government departments who should also provide a list of sites for
selection and guidelines for running the schools. He also suggested
setting up a Guangdong-Hong Kong educational cooperation
department in the Greater Bay Area and formulate policies to align
with Hong Kong schools’ curricula and admission criteria. In Chen’s
view, sound educational arrangements can alleviate Hong Kong
professionals’ worries while they establish their career in the Greater
Bay Area.
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Chen also pointed out that the potential funding gap for MSMEs
in the Mainland is close to USD2 trillion. Even if they manage to
obtain funding, the cost is significantly higher than that of medium
and large-sized enterprises. Therefore, he recommended that
large banks should provide wholesale funds to internet financial
institutions. Coupled with bringing in private investors and funds,
internet financial institutions should use innovative financial
technology to establish a risk control and approval model suitable
for expediting the flow of funds into MSEs. The regulators should
also improve the relevant regulations and monitoring systems and
provide comprehensive policy support to help truly resolve MSEs’
difficulties in finding funding and high cost of funding.

With regard to this year’s Two Sessions, Chen said that the
CPPCC members’ high attendance rate and frequent and insightful
speeches are a reflection of their earnest discharge of duty and
performance of their role in giving advice to the government.

lan Fok: Greater Bay Area has plenty
of room for economic and cultural
development

With a huge economy and well-developed foreign trade and
financial sectors, the Greater Bay Area is at the forefront of China's
reform and opening-up. lan Fok, the Chamber’s Life Honorary
Chairman (NPC Deputy) is deeply aware of this, so he presented
four suggestions on the Greater Bay Area’s economic and cultural
development at this year’s “Two Sessions”.

Fok pointed out that mutually beneficial cooperation and
expansion of cross-border RMB transactions are very important
for Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao. He suggested that
at the financial level, it is necessary to promote cross-border
RMB investment businesses such as RQFIl and QFLP, and
use Hong Kong and Macao as channels to bring in QFLP to
promote restructuring and upgrading of the Greater Bay Area’s
real economy. For retail investors, he considered it necessary to
step up financial regulatory system reform and establish a unified
mechanism for mutual recognition of professional qualifications.
Within the Greater Bay Area, individuals should be encouraged to
invest directly in cross-border RMB businesses, while easing the
RMB-HKD and RMB-MOP restrictions so that retail investors can
benefit. Additionally, in view of the approximately 20,000 yachts
from around the world anchored in Hong Kong and Macao, as
well as Guangdong’s top position in the country in terms of the
number of yacht clubs, Fok suggested using the Greater Bay
Area’s economic vitality to develop the yacht economy. His specific
recommendations include appointment of a dedicated department
to handle yacht customs clearance and unified yacht valuation
standards.

With regard to culture, Fok suggested promoting martial arts
through education, systems and competitions in the Greater Bay
Area. He explained that traditional culture is an important basis
for nurturing and cultivating national self-confidence and sports
culture is the main embodiment of the humanistic spirit, which is
also made clear by the guiding principles of the 19th National Party
Congress. In addition, Fok suggested that the food and beverage
industry should keep in line with international quality reference
standards and industry normative standards, and establish industry
support policy measures that keep pace with the times. Moreover,
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it is necessary to improve the industry’s talent development system
and adopt a modern management approach. He pointed out that
the food and beverage culture must be enhanced since it is closely
related to the people and has always been the Chinese nation’s soft
power.

David Fong: Hong Kong will benefit
from central policies for stabilizing
the economy and improving people’s
livelihood

In his work report, the Premier mentioned that “companies should
spend more time doing business and less time chasing approvals”.
The issues that David Fong, the Chamber’s Life Honorary
Chairman (CPPCC National Committee Member) was
concerned about during the “Two Sessions” were also related to
this remark. First of all, as the relationship between China and the
US is ever more complicated, how would the central government
deploy its policies, and how would the Hong Kong government
invigorate the market and improve the business environment?
The second concern was about the discussion of the Outline
Development Plan for the Greater Bay Area.

Celebrating the 70th anniversary of its establishment, China is
now an influential nation in the international stage. As such, major
national policies launched during the annual “Two Sessions” will
be the focus of attention. Fong considered the “Two Sessions” of
this year fruitful. Both the Premier and this year's CPPCC Chairman
Wang Yang pointed out that the Chinese-US trade conflicts must be
addressed properly, and the macro policy must continue to remain
steady. On the other hand, Fong pointed out that it is a critical
year to achieve the comprehensive construction of a moderately
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affluent society. Proceedings of the “Two Sessions” have indicated
that China’s economy has already moved from high-speed
growth to high-quality development. In addition, concise steps to
alleviate poverty have started to yield results, demonstrating the
determination of the central government on poverty alleviation work.
Meanwhile, with emerging industries flourishing last year, China can
now shape its new edges in development, which would help the
country develop towards high quality.

Fong added that the above achievements have significant meaning
to both China and Hong Kong. Firstly, the policies to stabilize the
economy and to improve people’s livelihood implemented by the
central government have helped achieve steady development
in both the mainland and Hong Kong. Secondly, accurately
implemented poverty alleviation policies have brought improvement
to the lives of many poverty-stricken farmers, which in turn
generates new energy for nurturing labor resources for invigorating
the rural economy. Besides, in terms of the “mass entrepreneurship
and innovation” policy, the Mainland and Hong Kong have both
invested significant resources to support young people’s innovation
and entrepreneurship, which will create even more new economic
momentum in future.

Wang Yang suggested that, to facilitate the work of CPPCC, the
focus should be changed from “what and how much has been
done” to “what is the effect of the work done”. Fong was much
impressed by these words. He also appreciated the new ideas
rolled out in this year’s meeting, including the launch of online policy
discussion and remote consultation, implementation of the heart-
to-heart conversation system, holding seminars to cover smaller
scopes, etc. Fong also mentioned that he was invited to visit the
headquarters of Phoenix Television during his stay in Beijing. After
meeting with Hong Kong students studying in Beijing, he was much
impressed by the young people. €
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Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Co-operation Forum Greater Bay Area: A New Era of Opportunities

Sy ERTERT& = paisinsnnag o 32

CGCC !‘l‘ "lmmvl lk‘ b g U am gt MACAD ‘L .luaf“' ‘t COMMERCE

Iiﬂ?ﬁ*rkﬁﬂﬂﬁh&mw'ﬁﬂ I!ix! ﬁ"‘fmﬂlﬂl “‘E’ E kel BEARRAROEARN N
Kong and
lﬂw

Folicy H &  Maghins eidagmant B
ot tha Haog .; it Agmmutraies (g T _.:'m o The G e Administs =

1 [/ ! 'JI

l‘l‘ H l%mu

BB R RE R EE S

REERER 2019 BBRAFS iaﬁia 5 %&&F“i%lﬁﬂﬁ"ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁn*ﬂEijﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ%é& BEE
LAUFERBNFEERBFEERABINMN In:nE’J FERESLHE  BHRAMEBRBEREBEILE
BREREEB  YRIETBERNERBRRNBOEL %ﬁE?ﬁZ Fie  FEERERFANKRIRECELE -

ZK ZRABAEREEERAFRES R F'?EP%E? SEARNTHEMHADRKERE BRERERER

2019 BB S EmiE
BERLHEE FHAHIEE

Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Co-operation Forum
Greater Bay Area: A New Era of Opportunities

’¢ €4
¥§....aﬁ'.t #f’fﬁﬁﬂf :Mwaawt

SROCIACAD COMINCUAL DE MACAL
evenwerie, Phong homg CHMSEN OF COMMERCE

24 TFHE 2019448



BUS 5t %S SPOTLIGHT

2019 BEES (i

Guangdong-Hang Kong-Macao Co-

TEREEOAAREABEERE A OLATRREREHEBERA
MERRES MANATERAITCEEEAORAES  RAMTRRE
B A IER BRI -

WERAHHERE > BRBREEEFEERE  TIRR EEETEHER
FiEMEREXRE EXREERRIERE PEKREEEEERRE
# ERLEMHERERAE  HXARKRMOERAESHKBIRELEN
REDSEERBERADESVEERV/EELRS  LINERAEME
REFEREIM © (25/3) @

OEBADHIN (FE) SARWE  KFEER )

and Macao Chamber of Commerce, the Chamber’s co-organized

Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Co-operation Forum to give analyses on
the opportunities and positioning of the Greater Bay Area. Paul Chan, Financial
Secretary of the HKSAR; Ye Zhengin, Member of the Standing Committee of
CPC Guangdong Committee; Peter Ung, Deputy Director of Policy Research
and Regional Development Bureau of Macao SAR were invited to be the officiating
address speakers. Patrick Nip, Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs
of the HKSAR was invited to be the officiating guest. Jonathan Choi, the Chamber’s
Chairman delivered welcome remarks on behalf of the organizers.

V\/ ith Council for the Promotion of Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Cooperation

Wang Zhenmin, Director of the Center for Hong Kong and Macao Studies of
Tsinghua University and Cao Dahua, Executive Deputy Director-General of the
Office of the Leading Group on Construction of Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area of Guangdong were invited to be the keynote speakers. They
analyzed in-depth and foresaw the opportunities of the Greater Bay Area.

Their speeches were followed by a panel discussion where the guest speakers, including
Victor Fung, Group Chairman of Fung Group; Wang Zhenmin; Peter Kung, Senior
Advisor of KPMG China; Kenneth Fok, Vice President of Fok Ying Tung Group;
Hou Feng, Chairman & CEO of China Water Environment Group Ltd; Liu Tao,
Vice President of Guangdong Lawyers Association; Doranda Doo, Senior Vice
President of iFLYTEK Co Ltd and Eva Lou, Director & General Manager of Prime
Marketing & Promotional Services Co Ltd shared views on the issues about the
Greater Bay Area based on the Outline Development Plan. 5

(Speech contents will be shared in the May issue of CGCC Vision, please stay tuned.)
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Joint Business Community Budget Speech Luncheon.
Financial Secretary Paul Chan was invited to expound the
Government’s Budget this year.

_|— he Chamber joined a number of chambers to host the

Chan said the economic outlook last year was volatile and
complicated. The economic growth last year was 3% against a
trend growth of 2.8, which was not too bad. The economy in 2019
is expected to grow between 2 to 3% in real terms. “We take a
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more prudent economic forecast as the economy is slowing down.”
He described.

Chan chose two industries to explain with the participants about the
Government’s vision and blueprint in terms of Hong Kong’s economic
development. Financial services as one because it is Hong Kong’s
pillar industry and core strength. As the Greater Bay Area is the most
affluent region in China, Chan said the government will spend a lot of
energy on improving insurance sector. He believes that Hong Kong is
in a very privileged position to develop. The second one Chan talked
about was innovation and technology. Last year he mentioned about
setting aside HKD10 billion to develop artificial intelligence, robotics
technologies and healthcare technologies. It has been making
pleasing progress. Chan said, “Further details will be announced
probably in the fourth quarter of this year.”

For the Government’s financial position, Chan said from 2019-20,
five-year period to 2023-24, there will be by and large a break-even
sort of situation over these five years. The projected fiscal reserves
still stand at some HKD1,200 billion. (19/3) &)
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Hong Kong Businesses Find Another Way Forward
As Trade War Becomes a Norm

MEMBEME B ERZ =% China and the US have yet to reach any trade deal
Y (BEERIREE > 851 despite several rounds of negotiations on the trade
SRR o BBEAMEY war as progress has been mixed. As a key entrepot for
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he China-US trade war stemmed
T from US President Trump wanting to

resolve the trade deficit between the
two countries. Nicholas Kwan, Director
of Research at the HKTDC, pointed out
that although the US imports from China
are more than its exports to China, there
are no actual losses between the countries
since the value of goods is equivalent
to the money spent. Moreover, the US’s
calculation method is debatable, since it
is based on customs figures and does not
take into account goods manufactured by
US companies in China.

Who is the loser of the trade
war?

According to a study by the US-China
Trade National Committee, the total
value of goods produced globally by US
companies and sold to the Chinese market
each year is USD550 billion, more than the
USD506 billion directly imported by the
US from China. Kwan also questioned the



percentage of China’s inputs in the products
exported by China to the US. For example,
for every iPhone exported from China, China
contributes only 2% of the cost of inputs,
yet the US Customs regards it as a product
made in China. So, who is the biggest loser
if the trade war affects iPhone sales?

Kwan explained that China accounts for
over one-third of US imports of consumer
products, while the US accounts for below
one-fifth of China’s exports of consumer
products. Therefore, the US actually loses
more than China does in the trade war. Take
individual products as an example. Of the
seeds and fruits exported by the US, nearly
half are sold to China and account for only
one-third of China’s imports of such items.
This means that if China stops importing
US seeds and fruits because of the trade
war, the US needs to find other markets for
nearly half of its exports, while China needs
to look for only one-third of its supply.

Indirect impact is too big to
measure

As a key entrepot for China-US trade, Hong
Kong is the first to bear the brunt of the

trade war. Kwan said that about 9% of Hong
Kong’s total exports come from handling re-
export trade between China and the US.
The trade war may cause Hong Kong to
lose 10% of its trade volume a year, while all
measures due to the trade war could reduce
Hong Kong's total exports by 5%.

In his view, the trade war’s direct impact
on Hong Kong is manageable, but its
indirect impact such as overall supply chain
pressures and financial market volatility is
difficult to estimate. Because assessing the
impact requires that each item has to be
calculated retrospectively, it also varies from
product to product and from industry to
industry. Kwan stressed that although overall
impact figures are difficult to estimate, it is
certain that the more complex the supply
chain structure, the greater the impact,
and the impact is especially severe on the
electronics and toy industries.

Seeking other markets for
investment diversification

The HKTDC’s export confidence index
dropped sharply from 54.1 in Q2 to 35.8
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in Q3 after last year’s trade war. Kwan said
that the drop was the biggest in years,
with the index down to below the financial
tsunami level, reflecting the industry’s
pessimistic outlook. The confidence index
stabilised subsequently. Although China-
US trade negotiations have made some
progress, they have yet to produce any
comprehensive results, and this may
continue for some time. He added that the
US’s leading position is being threatened by
the recent rise of many Chinese companies,
and the trade war is just an excuse. It is
actually an economic war that is unlikely to
be resolved through one or two meetings.

With regard to this year’s market
sluggishness, Kwan explained that the
prevailing economic uncertainties are
discouraging customers from placing orders
while manufacturers are unwilling to accept
orders because they cannot estimate the
costs by the time of delivery. Tapping other
markets has become the way forward for
many businesses. Kwan agrees that this is
a solution for the long run, as tapping the
growing number of emerging markets in
Asia, Africa and the Middle East will help

diversify investments. &)
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Seizing Opportunity to Revitalize Traditional
Textiles

\‘ - - J !
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“\ | Esquel boasts a 30K Spindles Production Facility in Changji, Xinjiang.
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On the occasion of International Women’s Day, the Ladies’
Committee invited Marjorie Yang, Chairman of Esquel
Group, to share how she seized the opportunity to push
forward business expansion when China introduced the
reform and opening-up policy. Yang also revealed her vision
to extend the group’s stellar performance in the Industry 4.0
epoch.
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Esquel’s Integral is a project in which buildings and Guilin’s natural environment coexist
in perfect harmony.
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A bird’s eye view of Integral. g
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ith 41 years of history behind
it, Esquel Group is a well-
established name in Hong Kong’s

textile and garment industry. Commencing
business with a startup capital of USD3
million, it has grown into an international
corporation recording over USD1.3 billion
in turnover. Yang thinks the company owes
its success to the opportunity presented by
China’s reform and opening-up policy.

Getting head start in Western
China

Raw material is the backbone of the textile
industry. Yang said that the manufacture
of quality all-cotton shirts need quality
cotton, and long-staple cotton is a species

of quality cotton. Xinjiang has the best
climate for this particular crop. Capitalizing
on the favorable investment environment
as the country implemented her reform
and opened her doors, Esquel Group was
a “go West” pioneer more than 20 years
ago. A manufacturing facility was set up
in Xinjiang to build a one-stop operation
that consolidates cotton farming, spinning
and weaving to give the group sustainable
supply of quality raw material.

Setting up factories in Xinjiang was a win-
win move that ensured raw material quality
on one hand and helped improve Xinjiang’s
production and technical standards on the
other. Yang recalled, “Before we built our
manufacturing facility in Xinjiang, there were
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no high-grade spinning mills. By introducing
advanced technologies and equipment
from Hong Kong, we contributed to
the enhancement and development of
Xinjiang’s industry.”

Supported by Xinjiang’s biodiversity, Esquel
developed a series of blended yarn made
of natural fibers and cotton. According to
Yang, this diverse portfolio not only gave
the company a wider choice of materials,
but also benefited local livelihood of the
people and environmental protection
efforts.

Taken from the people and
used for the people

Yang firmly believes that reform and
opening-up has provided impetus for
significant economic growth, which in turn
improved general livelihood. She cited an
example that so many employees of their
production base in Gaoming, Foshan,
have become car owners that the factory
is running out of parking spaces. This
illustrates the living standards of the local
people today.
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Attaching great importance to corporate
social responsibility, Yang engages herself
in improving community environment
and staff living conditions while seeking
business expansion. At Esquel’s Integral
in Guilin, the factories boast eco-friendly
facilities of very high standards. The low-
carbon green production model is aimed at
zero emission so that there is sustainable
business development with no adverse
environmental impact.

Research is key to robust
industry

Having forged ahead for 40 years, how is
this seasoned company preparing itself
for the future? Yang said that Esquel is not
just a manufacturer today, but a service-
oriented enterprise that incorporates design
services, material production, product
packaging and branding. Esquel’s solutions
give customers competitive edge over their
peers.

While diversifying the group’s business
activities, Yang remains dedicated to
her original industry. She improves

textile processes by leveraging research
advantages of local universities. “Working
with the Hong Kong Polytechnic University’s
Institute of Textiles and Clothing, we
developed an automatic fabric inspection
system that uses big database resources
and Al to judge accurately and quickly
whether fabrics have defects.” Some say
manual labor will be gradually replaced by
automated technologies that are becoming
popular. Yang stresses that Esquel’s aim is
not to replace workers, but to help them
enhance productivity.

Confidence is vital for women
Although gender equality is widely practiced
in Hong Kong, business corporations
with women at the helm are still limited in
number. As one of the few helmswomen,
Yang says women need not mimic their
male counterparts but should display their
unique strong points. Many women have to
juggle career and family nowadays. It is a
great challenge and she urges them to stay
confident. She believes that efforts will pay
off and every woman can enjoy success in
her own sphere. &
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Greater Bay Area: New Arena for
Cultural Industries
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Ma Fung-kwok: Sharing Same Cultural Roots Helps
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a Fung-kwok, NPC Deputy and
M Legislative Council Member of

the Sports, Performing Arts,
Culture and Publications functional
constituency, said that the various Greater
Bay Area (Greater Bay Area) cities, with a
vast development space covering 70 million
people, can provide Hong Kong’s arts and
cultural sector as their languages, cultures
and customs are similar. The Government
and industries must work together to get a
head start in order to fully tap this market.

Hong Kong has always had a unique
cultural atmosphere as an international
metropolitan city with a blend of Chinese
and Western cultures. Ma pointed out that
Hong Kong, benefitting from its competitive
edge in timing, geographical location and
people, has continuously produced lots
of talents and excellent works in films,
TV series, Cantonese pop songs, and
Cantonese operas over the years. Many
films, TV series and music works are also
popular among the people of the Pearl
River Delta region.

Greater Bay Area provides
market and space

Ma stressed that in the Outline Development
Plan for the Greater Bay Area, the Central
Government specifically put forward the



idea of jointly developing a cultured bay
area to drive the development of culture,
arts and sports in the Greater Bay Area. It
also expressed support for Hong Kong to
become a film and TV exhibition hub, which
can consolidate its status as a creative
capital. The industries must leverage
their own strengths to capture the major
opportunities arising from the Greater Bay
Area.

As with the challenges faced by many Hong
Kong industries, the arts and cultural sector
also faces difficulties such as rising rents,
limited venues and relatively small markets.
Ma said that the Greater Bay Area, with a
population of 70 million people, has cities
that are of the same roots and also deeply
influenced and enriched by Lingnan culture
in such diverse fields as ideas, education,
literature, arts, dialects, folk customs, food
and beverages. In the future, the Greater
Bay Area’s nine cities and two special
administration regions are set to have more
frequent interactions and collaborations
among their arts and cultural industries,
and provide Hong Kong’s industries
with a tenfold increase in audiences,
ample performance venues, and a large

development space, all of which will help
eliminate their current difficulties.

Adapt to each other’s
differences

Nevertheless, there are differences
between the arts and cultural industries of
the Mainland and Hong Kong in modes of
operation and regulations. Ma believes that
both places need time to adapt and figure
out how best to work with each other in
order to develop arts and cultural fields
that are adapted to the Greater Bay Area
market.

Ma pointed out that the HKSAR Government
can play an important role in this regard.
Besides organizing delegations to the
Greater Bay Area to help Hong Kong
industries keep abreast of the arts and
cultural development in the Greater
Bay Area’s cities, seek opportunities
to interact with their local counterparts
and strive for future cooperation, more
importantly, the HKSAR Government can
step up communications with the Central
Government and local governments to
make appropriate adjustments to the
existing regulatory systems to help expedite
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the implementation of the development
plan. This will encourage people in the
industries to go to the Greater Bay Area for
development and take the first step to tap
the local market.

Be open to new ideas and
models

“Hong Kong industries should be open
to new creative ideas and collaborative
models in interacting and cooperating with
their Mainland counterparts. This will also
broaden their horizon and inject new ideas
into arts and cultural industries that focus
on creativity.” Ma hopes that the Greater
Bay Area can provide the residents of
Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao with
high-quality spaces and environments
suited to different needs such as starting a
business, employment, living, retirement,
education and investment. Creating an arts
and cultural atmosphere that enriches the
mind and soul is also an indispensable part
of this. These will rely on the industries’
concerted efforts to make the people have
a stronger sense of belonging and take
pride in being the “People of Greater Bay
Area’. &
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Freeman Lau (scond from right) briefed Bernard Chan, Under Secretary of the Commerce and Economic
Development Bureau (first from right), on “NEXT by D Twincities” design products.
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The “Shenzhen-Hong Kong Design Twin-Cities” Exhibition brought together designers from the two places and their works from
across different sectors.
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Cultural industries are both a spiritual
expression of a place and an important
economic driver. The recently unveiled
Outline Development Plan for the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area sets a goal of “Jointly Developing
a Cultured Bay Area”, which indicates that
Hong Kong's cultural industries will have a
wider scope for development. With regard
to Hong Kong’s cultural interactions and
industrial cooperation with other Greater
Bay Area cities, Freeman Lau, Secretary
General of the Hong Kong Federation
of Design Associations (FHKDA),
strongly encouraged Hong Kong designers
to broaden their horizons.

Design Twin-Cities to link up
Greater Bay Area resources

In 2016, Hong Kong and Shenzhen signed
the Agreement on Promoting Co-operation
in Creative Industries to strengthen
cooperation and interaction between the
creative industries of both places, with
the objective of creating one of the largest
“design twin-cities” in the Asian region.
“Zetta Bridge” in Qianhai, Shenzhen, which
is set to be completed middle of this year,
is one of FHKDA’s key projects. It is a
platform for bringing together specialized
services for the cultural, design and creative
industries.

A key development project of the “Belt
and Road Initiative” and the Greater Bay
Area, “Zetta Bridge” aims to create a
network of three to five design and creative
industrial parks in the Mainland. It provides
business matching services with the goal
of enabling industrial cooperation. Through
a specialized service platform, it helps
businesses or individuals tap the Mainland
market and seek good opportunities for
business development.

“Zetta Bridge” brings together the mutually
beneficial strengths of the Qianhai Free
Trade Zone and the integrated strengths of
the Shenzhen-Hong Kong “Design Twin-
Cities”, serving and linking up the human
resource / manufacturing industry chains
and funding resources in the Greater Bay
Area’s “9+2 city cluster”, as well as tapping
B&R’s cross-border trade market.

Leverage advantages as an
international city

Lau said that Western design philosophy
is strong in Hong Kong as it was once
a British colony. Moreover, it has the
advantages of being an international city.
As a result, local design talents have an
international perspective that is conducive
to developing overseas cooperation
projects.

Hong Kong has about 40,000 cultural and
creative businesses with over 200,000
employees, including a wide variety of
design talents. In Lau’s view, Hong Kong
has a limited population and market
size, while the Greater Bay Area has a
population of 70 million that presents
many possibilities for cultural interactions
and industrial development, as well as
opportunities for Hong Kong businesses
to develop externally. He added that
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Hong Kong has the advantages and
characteristics of an international city and
many of its businesses are operating and
investing in B&R countries, so it can serve
as a bridge for cultural interactions among
itself, the Mainland and other countries,
helping the Greater Bay Area and the rest
of the country propagate their artistic and
cultural works globally.

Greater Bay Area brings
opportunities for development
and showcase of talents

Lau stressed that Hong Kong needs to shift
from passive to proactive engagement in
the Greater Bay Area’s cultural industries.
The Greater Bay Area has no shortage of
design talents, but Lau believes that there
is still a lack of international elements in
their creations, and among the Greater Bay
Area cities, Hong Kong and Shenzhen are
leading in terms of standards of creativity
and design, so he is confident that Hong
Kong’s design talents can get a lot of
opportunities to develop and showcase
their talents in the Greater Bay Area.

Last year, FHKDA and the Shenzhen
City of Design Promotion Association
(SDPA) jointly held the “2018 Hong Kong-
Shenzhen Design Twin-Cities” exhibition
with the theme of “Inheriting the Future”.
They aimed to use Shenzhen-Hong Kong
cooperation as a starting point for the
development of the Greater Bay Area’s
creative industries. Lau also advised Hong
Kong designers to actively participate in
the cooperation schemes of the Greater
Bay Area’s cultural industries to showcase
their unique creative mindset, maintaining
their roots in Hong Kong, pursuing their
development in the Mainland and then
setting their eyes on the world. &
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“Zetta Bridge” is located in Ma Wan, Qianhai Free
Trade Zone, Shenzhen, about 7 km from Shenzhen
Bay Port.




IIE[EZR VOICE IN LEGCO

HEED{EAX

A EREBI R
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BAREHRIT AR o Now that the international community has listed climate
change as a common threat to the survival of humanity, the

R EHARREE key is to work together to reduce carbon emissions and
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ike last year’'s Super Typhoon
I_ Mangkhut, the record-breaking

warm weather over this Chinese
New Year has again made climate change
a hot topic for people in Hong Kong.
However, if the world warms by just one
degree, natural disasters such as floods
and heatwaves will become increasingly
severe around the world, with widespread
effects on everything from food supplies,
water resources, transport, medicine and
health, to climate refugees and biodiversity.
For this reason, the international community
has listed climate change as a common
threat to the survival of humanity, and it
is therefore vital that we work together to

reduce carbon emissions and ensure that
our actions live up to our words.

Radical transitions needed to
overcome crisis

In order to turn the tide, the Paris Agreement
set targets of keeping the global average
temperature increase to within two degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels, striving
to limit the increase to 1.5 degrees, and
achieving “carbon neutrality” in the second
half of the century. However, monitoring
reports have found that global greenhouse
gas emissions began to grow again in 2017
after a three-year pause, with emissions
reaching a record high of 49.2 billion
tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalent.
Moreover, carbon-reduction programmes in
nations like G20 continue to lag far behind
the original commitments, so it is essential
that every country redoubles its efforts
to speed up radical transitions to reduce
carbon emissions, particularly in terms of
energy, buildings, cities and transport.

Late last year, | submitted a proposal to
the Legislative Council, urging the Hong
Kong government to lead a transition to
a green, low-carbon, intelligent society
and economy, and to take measures to
proactively mitigate and cope with global
climate change. Coincidentally, just as
the Legislative Council was debating
the proposal, the UN Climate Change
Conference in Poland was discussing
the detailed rules for implementing the
Paris Agreement. Fortunately, nearly 200
countries managed to narrow the gap
between their positions and establish a
more detailed and transparent rulebook,



involving commitments to adhere to uniform
standards and monitoring procedures.
My proposal was also passed with cross-
party support, and the Secretary for the
Environment agreed that action to cope with
climate change is a matter of great urgency,
and promised to take more proactive
measures to move forward with the green,
low-carbon transition.

China has always been committed
to proactive measures to cope with
climate change and implement the Paris
Agreement, and the impressive results
of the country’s emission reduction
efforts have been internationally praised.
China is striving to develop renewable
energy and has become a global leader
in the solar power industry. The recently-
published Outline Development Plan for the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area also states that we must create
innovative, green, low-carbon development
models and actively adjust to climate
change.

Limited success with HK’s
emission reduction

The Hong Kong government has done a
considerable amount of work on climate
change. Back in 2007, the government
recognized that global warming is a
challenge that the world must face together,
and established an interdepartmental
working group to coordinate efforts to
cope with and adapt to climate change.
The government has also advocated a
low-carbon economy with reduced energy
consumption and lower pollution, as

well as promoting initiatives such as low-
carbon smart cities and intelligent green
buildings. Nevertheless, over the last
decade or so, the results of these efforts
have been mediocre at best. Based on the
Hong Kong government’s 2030 emission
reduction targets, carbon intensity must be
reduced to 65-70% of 2005 levels, which is
equivalent to a 26-36% reduction in absolute
emissions, while per capita emissions must
be reduced to 3.3-3.8 tonnes. Although
carbon intensity has fallen by more than
30% from 2005 levels, absolute emissions
have actually increased by 70 tonnes, and
per capita emissions have fluctuated by just
0.5 tonnes of CO2 equivalent over the last
12 years. In other words, we would need to
achieve a fivefold reduction over the next 12
years — a fall of 2.4 tonnes — before we can
even reduce emissions from today’s level of
5.7 tonnes to the target of 3.3 tonnes, let
alone thinking of when it might be possible
to bring per capita emissions below the two-
tonne level needed to keep global warming
below two degrees.

The government began by focusing on
major greenhouse gas emission sources
such as power stations, transport and
waste, for example by promoting increased
use of natural gas by Hong Kong’s two
main power companies, promoting energy-
saving measures, and launching a fund to
encourage the transport industry to pilot
innovative green transport technologies.
While the general direction of these emission
reduction efforts was correct, the policy
measures involved were too fragmented
to create a revolutionary change across all
areas of society, and the carbon reduction
results were far from ideal.

Technology is the driving force behind
measures to intelligently reduce emissions
and cope with extreme weather, but “green
technology” has never received the attention
it deserves in Hong Kong. Growth in “green
industries” has struggled to get off the
ground, accounting for just 0.3-0.4% of
Hong Kong’s GDP over the last decade.
While Hong Kong is determined to position
itself as an international center for innovative
technology, “green tech” has never been
identified by the SAR’s policy bureaus as a
key R&D sector. However, if we are going to
reduce carbon emissions, it is essential that
we “raise the temperature” of green tech
development from its current lukewarm level.

Green finance in Greater Bay
Area

Twenty years ago, the Hong Kong
government regarded electric vehicles
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(EVs) as a key element of promoting
“green economy”, but today, Hong Kong
still lags behind other regions in terms of
both development and use of EVs. As
for renewable energy, the usage rate in
Hong Kong is standing at less than one
percent; and although Feed-in Tariff (FiT)
programmes have been launched to
encourage private electricity generation, the
above rate is projected to grow to just 4%
by 2030. However, studies by universities
in Hong Kong show that solar photovoltaic
systems could be installed in more than
230,000 buildings and would generate
enough electricity to supply more than 10%
of Hong Kong’s total power needs for one
year, thereby delivering emission reductions
equivalent to three million tonnes of
greenhouse gases. It therefore seems clear
that Hong Kong should move forward with
such measures and be more proactive in
unleashing the vast potential of renewable
energy.

Hong Kong can also play an even more
important role by leveraging its strengths
in the finance industry to enable market
forces to drive carbon reductions. The
Central Government has already launched
a National Carbon Emissions Trading
Scheme, and research conducted in Hong
Kong shows that the carbon finance sector
of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area leads the country in
levels of both activity and innovation. My
suggestion is that Hong Kong should be
included in the country’s carbon finance
system, position itself as a bridge between
Chinese and international carbon markets,
and develop a greater range of carbon
finance derivatives. All these measures are
worthy of closer study by the government,
so that we can transform Hong Kong into
the Greater Bay Area green finance center
identified in the Outline Development
Plan for the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area, and support
green projects and construction within
the region. &

This is a free translation. For the exact meaning of
the article, please refer to the Chinese version.
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Should you have any comments on the article,
please feel free to contact Mr Martin Liao.

ik Address:

BEBREIDERE FOERRERIET03E
Rm 703, Legislative Council Complex,

1 Legislative Council Road, Central, Hong Kong
EEE Tel: 2576-7121

B H Fax: 2798-8802

EE Email: legco.office.liao@gmail.com
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ChargeSpot has its own software and hardware teams, which are actively developing wireless chargers.

EHEBHR - AAPEBEIZRTE The fact that everyone is carrying a few electronic
TFEM  WhBEFSEZERE Jadgets at all times in this digital era means a

EX - ChargeSpot Bi & Bl A %17 very strong demand for mobile charging devices.

==
s ek 7 ’ Optimistically believing that their shared mobile

B 5 Pl 428 B 0 35 ==
BB MAR(S - B9 chargers will become an industrial pioneer, Davis
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?rflfﬁj} %ﬁﬁ - &Z‘ETT%%%& Bl Ghan, Co-founder and CEO of ChargeSpot,
HELN » BEREAPHEFTITE  also thinks the rental model wil gradually change
RIEE - the charger-carrying habit of many.
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F&#E#¥ Davis Chan

AY BJ/AT ChargeSpot TE &
%]J Bt EESAES - TR
HER®E - BEEFEEAR

2011 FHREREMPRHEAT - 2017
FIRMBHLESHLREE  HEHEZR
B EeS WIEEBEMESD - “
MBS ESREERRML ' &

® “ER" PEIBE

H &I ChargeSpot B4 E B 1E &
M BAENREMNEEENES A

bl ] ] bl B!

ELE| ]k #]

AIRFEHRAMTIE ? RSEHES -
M HZ R RIER R - A
B2HEE AR ORE - Hm

= BREMA “EET - “RitthER
EFREREREZASHEERE R
BIRm Mg ARELT - BB
HEREETSEELE  EARR
RESAMBAL © 7

HE=HRY  EmEREES - MLUE
BEEHZRESR ? REFHEERR
B FRERFASRATTHRRES
RREBERE  EAMKETTRA

SETBEZEEZBTREZIELE 40,0008 ChargeSpot 2484 » 37454 & 1F#2i8 20,0001
The company set out the goal of setting up 40,000 ChargeSpot hotspots around the world at the beginning of 2019. Cooperation negotiations have been completed for more than 20,000.
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he start-up company ChargeSpot
| mainly manufactures portable
chargers and offers rental service.
Chan and his friends invested in a software
company in Guangzhou in 2011. Some of
the capital was taken back to Hong Kong
in 2017 for the launch of shared mobile
chargers, a business positioned in Hong
Kong. “Our vision is to grow our business
in Southeast Asia, or even Europe and the
US. We envision to become the leader in
Southeast Asia.”

Establishing a goal in the
“blue ocean”

Knowing that the software team of
ChargeSpot is still stationed in Guangzhou,
one may wonder why the company did
not ride on their prevailing advantages and
network and begin their shared charger
business in the Mainland market. Chan
candidly said that as everyone is vying for
the top in the shared product market in
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the Mainland, he has no intention to take
part in this chaotic war of the “red ocean”.
Rather, he is more willing to sail towards
the “blue ocean”. “The public in the
Mainland is already very familiar with the
service of shared chargers. The same is yet
to take off in the Southeast Asian market.
If we could gain an early start in this blue
ocean market, we will be able to maintain a
leading position.”

There are countless shared services and
products. Why have they chosen shared
chargers? Chan and his team found that
while mobile phones are usually low on
power by 4pm, people often forget to
charge their chargers. Therefore, they
targeted the demand for rental chargers.
“Users who rent one this month usually do
the same again the following month. They
could sometimes borrow more than twice.
When they become accustomed to using
rental chargers, they will no longer bring
their own when they are on the go.”

Changing the mindset of
merchants and users

A requisite for the sharing model to work
is the omnipresence of the service. Chan

N——
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recalled that since shared chargers were
not too common in Hong Kong, the
most difficult first steps were to convince
merchants to collaborate with them. With
dedication and hard work, ChargeSpot has
set up 5,000 hotspots in Hong Kong and
the market is gradually expanding.

In addition to Hong Kong, the brand has
already landed in convenience stores
and sizeable shopping malls in Japan.
Cooperation agreements have also been
signed with companies in Macau, Thailand,
Singapore, etc. The company is also
negotiating with some US companies. Chan
also shared his experience on expanding
into overseas markets. “ChargeSpot was
previously known as Cha Cha Station, but
in different parts of Southeast Asia, the old
name was mistaken as something related
to tea. That tells us that the brand’s name
must be international if we intend to expand
into markets abroad.”

Childhood friends turned
business partners

According to Chan, although getting the
brand name right and an effective marketing

strategy in place are important, the qualities
of individuals and the whole team are
especially crucial for the smooth expansion
of the brand. “We are quite assertive and not
shy. We initiate cooperation discussion with
companies, no matter how big they are.”

Having teammates with mutual
understanding along the journey of starting
a new business has made the process less
difficult. There are three co-founders at
ChargeSpot. As classmates from primary or
secondary school, the trio has developed
tacit understanding of each other from
their long-lasting friendship. Their common
aspirations and strong unit were grown from
there.

Chan reckons that although many start-
up teams may place profits first, their
team stands out for its unity. “l am a lucky
person. My start-up partners are the most
significant individuals of my life and have
helped me the most.” The company is
now going through a period of accelerated
growth. Chan said, “The road ahead will
be a long one, and the three of us will be
walking side by side.” €»
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ﬂﬁm SR ALHRID R "
Large lion heads exhibited at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre.

B SE R R RIHT

Paper Craft Lion Heads:
Innovation Built on Tradition

7T0ERPEE » FEMS - T2 In the 1970s, martial arts academies were
REENSRE - {ii;ﬁf—tﬁgngg FO#AF/= -everywhere in Hong Kong. Back then, the lion
o ARILIE N 4~ BRAE ‘BB wes the symbol of these schools. Following the

z:ﬂt%w E’J%Hﬁ B AER » RAEH decline of martial arts academies, the role of
P lion dance changed from a skill that academies
% PEEEEE TV - SERIICE

z*z compared with each other to a commercial
EJFE tﬂ% P E%%E@Jﬁ%“ activity and a performance sport. The forms and

g " ﬁﬁij_jf ) E’ﬂ?ﬁﬂ@,@%%% ' styles of lions have also become much more
EZEHIRROCH ~ K&H ~ Hip Hop  varied. One can now even see luminous lions,
I crystal lions, hip hop lions, etc.
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“AEEET RUBEE (BED) B—RBRI9h AT -
The tail of the “Giant Golden Dragon” - each scale was attached on
the dragon body by hand.
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Hui Ka-hung (right, front row), his father (left, front row) with Hui’s apprentices.
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Hui’s apprentices adding decorations on the dragon
head.
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A class on crafting lion heads.
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ui Ka-hung, owner of Hung
I—l C Lau, a paper craft company,

has been working on the craft
for more than 30 years. He is one of the
younger masters of the lion head craft. As
a descendant of a martial arts academy,
Hui’s love for lion heads began from a very
young age. He studied the features of old
lion heads in the academy when he was
only six. It was the time when he started
exploring the techniques of paper craft on
his own.

Today’s innovation is
tomorrow’s tradition
As one of the younger paper craft masters
in the industry, Hui dares to innovate by
combining traditional craftsmanship with
creative design ideas. “Every trade needs

reform. What we innovate today could
become a tradition 50 years later. Those
three styles of lion heads from the past, for
example, were the creative endeavors of
paper craft masters.”

As Hui preserves traditional paper craft, he
also creates new patterns for lion heads and
makes new attempts on the use of colors,
shapes, materials, and decorative elements.
He once worked with a shopping mall and
painted the patterns of lion heads in graffiti
style with geometric shapes. Some of his
other ideas were “denim lions” made of
denim fabric, “crystal lions” adorned with
crystals, etc. Hui believes that the vitality
of paper craft can only be carried forward
through persistent innovation.

Hui is glad to see the public’s increased
interest in this traditional craft ever since the
Government put paper crafting technique
on the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Hong Kong. With
numerous shopping mall events themed
around paper craft, the public are now
more knowledgeable about the skills and
traditions of the industry.

Committed to become a
“paper craft artist”

Traditionally, the act of “dotting the eyes”
would only be performed once on a
lion head during the “opening the light”
ceremony. Hui explained that the eye-dotting
ritual was conducted to “open the eyes” of
the lion and to vitalize it. “When a lion head
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‘retired’, we would take the lion head to a
temple to perform a ritual to symbolically
send it back to heaven. The lion head
would then be cremated.”

As lion dance has now become a
performance, the lion head is also seen as
a prop. “To demonstrate stateliness, ‘eye-
dotting’ is performed every single time for
lion dances commissioned by commercial
organizations during Lunar New Year. The
‘light-opening’ ritual is never performed on
lion heads used for performance purposes.
They are disposed of when they no longer
work.” While lion heads are no longer
cherished by society as much as they
had been in the past, Hui reckons that
the exquisite craftsmanship and the way
that lion heads have upheld the spirit of
traditional craft have added special value to
lion heads made in Hong Kong. He hopes
that paper craft lion heads can become
works of art, so that “paper craft guys” can
become “paper craft artists”.

Paper craft golden dragon

became famous overseas

The “Giant Golden Dragon” that Hui made
for the Golden Dragon Museum in Bendigo,
Australia, is the largest paper craft artwork
created by Hui in recent years. He feels
deeply that the opportunity to represent
Hong Kong in such a grand occasion is
extremely rare and invaluable. “The original
golden dragon, which had been in use for
50 years, was also created by Hong Kong
masters. The museum spent 10 years
to look for paper craft masters, hoping
that the newly created golden dragon
can reflect the look and feel of the old

P
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one from 50 years ago. Eventually, they
found one in Hong Kong.”

Using traditional paper craft skills from
Hong Kong, the “Giant Golden Dragon”
took a few months to complete. The body
of the dragon consists of 7,000 scales,
each of which was meticulously hand-
made with clearly defined decorations.
Hui emphasized: “Hong Kong masters
have great skills and are very particular
about details. One could see how fine
the patterns are; even the frames and the
peeled bamboos are tidily made. The final
paper craft is simply a work of art.”

To demonstrate the weight and significance
of this creation, Hui even invited a Taoist
priest of the Orthodox Unity School on
behalf of the museum to perform the
“opening the light” ritual for the “Giant
Golden Dragon” at Kwan Tai Temple in
Shau Kei Wan. Even Margaret O’Rourke,
Mayor of the City of Greater Bendigo of
Victoria, Australia, and Anita Jack, General
Manager of the Golden Dragon Museum,
came to Hong Kong to officiate the
ceremony.

Keeping the craft and

tradition alive

“There are four steps in crafting a lion
head, namely frame making, paper pasting,
painting and assembly. Usually, a lion head
takes eight to ten days to complete from
start to finish.” Reminiscing how he learnt
to craft lion heads at the beginning, Hui
recalled that he also worked in a paper
craft shop to learn the traditional skills from

a master. During the day, he made paper
offerings for the deceased. During the
night, he studied how to create lion heads.
“It was very difficult to join the paper craft
industry back then. Paper craft shops did
not usually hire apprentices, because there
was not enough business to support them.
| was truly lucky to be able to learn paper
craft from masters.”

Amongst all professional paper craft
masters in Hong Kong, only three or four
can still create lion heads. The industry
seldom sees young people joining. Hui
considers himself quite lucky to have
weathered through the bad times of the
paper craft industry and has the ability
to hire someone to work on paper craft.
Some of Hui’s students, who had learnt lion
dance with him since they were young, are
quite interested in crafting lion heads — they
will be the new blood for the industry.

Hui said that he rarely spoon-feeds paper
craft techniques to his students, who
usually observe next to him and learn by
trying out the actual skills themselves. “This
dragon head, for example, took seven
days to complete. | made its frame and my
students pasted paper over the frame. My
nephew painted it. We all decorated it in
the final step.” Hui has high expectations
on his students. He hopes to pass on
the techniques of paper craft through a
systematic instruction approach and a
professional curriculum, and even provide
students with job opportunities whenever
it is possible. He aspires to help the paper
craft industry to live on and become more
well-known rather than turning into a
“heritage” that is no longer alive. €
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Industry Sector in Hong Kong for the Commemoration of

the International Women’s Day hosted a dinner reception.
Janice Choi, Preparatory Committee’s Chairperson who is
also Chairman of the Ladies’ Committee of the Chamber,
delivered a welcome speech. Officiating the ceremony of the
reception attended by some 400 guests were Huang Xiaomei,
Vice-President and First Member of the Secretariat of the
All-China Women’s Federation; Matthew Cheung, Chief
Secretary for Administration; Tan Tieniu, Deputy Director

T he Preparatory Committee of Women in the Business and
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oration of the International Women's Day cum (
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of the Central People’s Government’s Liaison Office in
HKSAR; Yang Yirui, Deputy Commissioner of the Office of
the Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
People’s Republic of China in the HKSAR; Regina Leung,
wife of Vice Chairman of CPPCC CY Leung; Tam Yiu-chung,
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immemoration of the International Wompn 5 D ay
Organized by the Women

EEImRgLas n_,
iE"F'!A 3+

'_."-‘ he People’s Republic of Chi
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Standing Committee Member of NPC;  emoragjq,, o *E#*ﬂ Bt ﬁ%
Jonathon Choi, Standing Committee the]”lf’rna!mn 0;
Member of CPPCC and the Chamber’s
Chairman; Lam Suk-yee, Standing
Committee Member of CPPCC;
Sophia Chan, Secretary for Food and
Health; Rita Fan, former Standing
Committee Member of NPC, and Chen
Fengying, former Deputy Director of
the Central People’s Government’s
Liaison Office in HKSAR. Song and
dance performances brought extra delight
to the event. (20/3) &
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Business Community Spring Reception with youth committees from
15 organizations. Bernard Charnwut Chan, Exco Convenor &
NPC Deputy, was invited as the speaker while Bernard Chan, Under
Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development, delivered his

T he Chamber’s Young Executives’ Committee co-organized Youth

OI0E B = T3 address. Among others, the officiating guests included Yang Yirui, Deputy
bt L)H:Eﬁ[ﬁﬁ . e s .o - - B
R 2 Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s
CEELICEA Republic of China in the HKSAR and Zhang Qiang, Vice Director of

LOCPG’s Coordination Department. (27/3) &)
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CGCC The Chinese CGeneral | Chamber
of Commerce, Hong Kong
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it REBEDHZE - BE > SHRNBLERRDE - RARF -
(11/4) &
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were invited to a social gathering held by the Chamber to communicate

with the Chamber’s chairmen and Committee Members. Sponsored
by City Heritage, the event aimed to enhance understanding between the Hong
Kong business community and Mainland students while facilitating liaison among
themselves. Herman Hu, the Chamber’s Vice-chairman and Office Bearer
in Charge of the Education and Training Committee and Ivan Wong, the
Chamber’s Committee Member and President of City Heritage, were
invited to deliver speeches. (11/4) &

M ainland students from 9 tertiary education institutions in Hong Kong
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Xiao Youcai (right), Governor of Ganzi, Sichuan

BEEEREEREFTHE (A=) (1)
Li Zhijie (third from right), Chairman of China Council for the
Promotion of International Trade Hainan Committee
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FESHRBFGEEAEREE (L)
x 0 BRBAREERREDS
HZEH@EERCAMF - it - B
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FESBRFEREEN  MRAE
BEEALUERSRESHERAD
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At EmBRRIRREZ (ZM) (12/3)
An Jing (fourth from left), Vice-Director of Department of
Commerce of Hubei Province

BAMKEARSRHBIETEREE (FIFFAD)
(13/3)

Song Haijun (fourth from right, first row), Deputy Director of
Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region



Huang Xilian (left), Ambassador of China to ASEAN, said that
the HKSAR Government attaches great importance to the ASEAN
market and hopes that the two sides will continue to deepen
cooperation. He pointed out that China is currently the largest trading
partner of ASEAN, while ASEAN is China’s third largest trading
partner. In view of the recent uncertainties in Sino-US trade relations,
Huang believes that Hong Kong companies can consider diversifying
their investments into the ASEAN market. He also encouraged Hong
Kong to make full use of the opportunities in the construction of the
Greater Bay Area, the huge Mainland market and the Maritime Silk
Road.
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5 EZprErmBRRBRRIAEZE (AW) (21/3)
Kong Guohua (fourth from right), Vice Director of Ningxia
Provincial Bureau of Commerce

6. AR BERERERRREER (AM) (13/3)
Wang Tingkai (fourth from right), Vice Director of Hunan
Provincial Investment Promotion Bureau
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Reception of
Guests

BEmEBEREREE (A=) (19/3)
Chen Lin (third from right), Director-General of Bureau of
Commerce of Chengdu

BRERLUmABEREMER (£=) (11/3)
Lin Weigiang (third from right), Director-General of Bureau of
Commerce of Zhongshan
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Zhen Ruiquan (middle, first row), Chairman of Jiangmen Nicholas Yang, (fourth from left, first row) Secretary for
Association of Foreign-founded Enterprises Innovation and Technology

RZRRARERE (AIBFEM) (14/3) SIRelER (BX22LERE) 2B (£0)
John Lee (fourth from right, first row), Secretary for Security (20/3)

Jeff Leung (fourth from left), Deputy Commissioner
(Occupational Safety and Health) for Labour

T EHEHE RS Abdulkadir Emin Onen (7 ) (20/3)
Abdulkadir Emin Onen (left), Turkish Ambassador to the
People's Republic of China (20/3)
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Members’ Activities

BRI KRBt ZESHERE AlipayHK R2RASELE » £25
MATIE ~ AR BB EEHEDELN - (13/3)

InnoTech, Creativity and Culture Committee visited AlipayHK Futureland
for experiencing shopping in new ways like unmanned store and AR
fitting.
EFREZEFENRL “BNER" AENEETFES  BFEE
AERARBRER EHRBERE 0 FAIKRERE B 2RE
E’RE= - (13/3)

Kenneth Kwok, Interim Coach of Hong Kong football team was
invited to talk about his coaching experiences and vision of Hong Kong
football development, in a luncheon organized by Young Executives’
Committee

mE 2019448

WwEEFEZESENEI RBEEEH "GENETRE"
BITBIRRAR « TWEREBIBRRTEIRAR - (17/3)
District Affairs Committee and five District Liaison Groups co-organized

a trip to Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge, Zhuhai Grand Theatre and
Mangzhou Wetland Park for celebrating Lunar New Year.

WA RBEEERRERE  BEEERHET 2ERIMAGR
FREFRRLEEERBERESTEFTER  NMEGCHRE

RBFE - (12/3)

lan Huang, Founding Member & Chairman of Co-operatives of
Innovative Intellectuals, and John Lee, Fellow of Hong Kong
Computer Society, were invited to introduce the impact of 5G in a
dinner talk organized by the New Territories District Liaison Group.



