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Chairman’s Message

2022 was a year of momentous changes. Not only did the 20th National
Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) open a new chapter for the
development of our country and Hong Kong, but new CPC central leadership
had also been elected to lead the Chinese nation onto a new journey of great
rejuvenation. In Hong Kong, a new Chief Executive was elected by a majority
vote under the improved electoral system, signaling the city’s progress toward
good administration and governance. As for the CGCC, the 53rd Term of Office
was inaugurated, with new contributions and commitments to the cause of
promoting stronger ties between Hong Kong, the Mainland and other parts of
the world. Leveraging the Chamber’s extensive network, the new committee
continues assisting our members and the business sector at large in catching
up with the country’s pace of development in the new era.

Deepening connections and exchanges

The 20th National Congress established the direction of modernization with
Chinese characteristics. More than once, it mentioned the full, faithful and
resolute implementation of “One Country, Two Systems” and support for Hong
Kong to maintain long-term prosperity and stability. In his important speech
delivered on July 1, President Xi Jinping expressed “four wishes” or proposals
for Hong Kong - to further improve its governance, continue to create strong
impetus for growth, earnestly address people’s concerns and difficulties in daily
life, and work together to safeguard harmony and stability - which laid down
the roadmap for Hong Kong’s long-term development.

When leaders of the Central Government made inspection visits to Hong Kong
during the year, CGCC had been invited to attend related events and exchanges.
On these occasions, CGCC leaders including myself avidly introduced to the
national leaders the work of the Chamber in promoting the integration of
the local business sector into the country’s development framework and in
supporting the country’s high-quality development, particularly in enhancing
the role of Hong Kong as a “super connector”. To provide the local business
community with a comprehensive and in-depth understanding of President Xi
Jinping’s important speech and the spirit of the 20th National Congress, CGCC
took the lead in organizing a number of seminars on the two important topics,
enhancing Hong Kong businesses’ understanding on the country’s development
direction in the new era and how to contribute to the country’s modernization
efforts.

Furthermore, CGCC forged deeper exchange among industries, governments,
academia and research sectors in the Mainland and other markets by leveraging
its network and contacts, helping Hong Kong generate new growth impetus
and enhance its international status both in width and in depth. Also in 2022,
we organized the Hong Kong Summit, to which trade officials, business leaders
and experts from Hong Kong, the Mainland and various other Asian economies
were invited to jointly exchange views on the latest global political and
economic environment and post-pandemic development trends, and examine
collaborative opportunities for Hong Kong in regional markets, including those
in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (Greater Bay Area), the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) and the “Belt and Road” Initiative. In addition to
the Hong Kong Summit, CGCC organized and co-organized a variety of other
seminars and economic forums to provide concrete support for our members’
businesses to deepen trade cooperation and exchange in Mainland and
overseas.

All the while, CGCC has maintained close communication with consulates
in Hong Kong, foreign chambers of commerce, and Chinese business
organizations. Through organizing exchanges, visits, and talks on the Greater
Bay Area, we have built a platform for overseas businesses to tap into the Hong
Kong and Mainland markets and for promoting mutual cooperation.

Actively providing suggestions and strategic views

CGCC fully supports lawful and effective governance by the HKSAR
Government. In 2022, we submitted to the new Chief Executive and his
administration a detailed proposal reflecting the business sector’s expectations
on upcoming policies, covering three key aspects: strengthening capabilities
of getting things done, elevating the city’s economic competitiveness, and
rebuilding social cohesion. With regard to the Policy Address and the Budget,
we voiced out via available policy consultations channels, offering our views
on how to generate growth impetus for local industries and support business
development.

Under the electoral system improved with guidance from the Central
Government, over 250 CGCC members served on the Election Committee
representing different sectors, and 17 of our members were elected as
lawmakers in the new Legislative Council election. Meanwhile, 16 CGCC
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members were appointed as Hong Kong Deputies to the National People’s
Congress, while nearly 60 were assigned different duties by the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference. CGCC members attach great
importance and are committed to promoting the long-term prosperity and
growth of Hong Kong and the Mainland, as evidenced by their active political
participation. Through these members, CGCC actively reflects the views of
the Hong Kong business sector to the Central Government, other Mainland
authorities, and the HKSAR Government regarding a wide range of issues, from
economic development, the business environment, and people’s livelihood, to
specific topics such as deepening trade cooperation with the Mainland and
integration into the Greater Bay Area.

Supporting anti-epidemic efforts and economic recovery

2022 was still troubled by a fluctuating COVID-19 situation. At the beginning
of the year, the fifth wave of infections dealt a heavy blow to the local economy
and people’s livelihood. To help Hong Kong combat the epidemic, the Central
Government offered its all-round support, from building mobile quarantine
facilities, to donating medical equipment, and deploying Mainland medical
professionals to Hong Kong. CGCC echoed and endorsed the anti-epidemic
work of the Central Government and the HKSAR Government by mobilizing
Chamber members and the business community to donate money and
resources, and launching the “Together, We Fight the Virus” campaign, under
which anti-epidemic care packs worth HKD2 million in total were distributed
to the grassroots.

As the situation began to ease in the second half of the year, we urged our
members and the business sector to start preparing for the resumption of
normal travel with the Mainland and the rest of the world. We also made
tangible recommendations on the long-term anti-epidemic policies and more
convenient customs clearance arrangements, while lobbying for the HKSAR
government to offer targeted support and subsidies to industries that had been
seriously impacted by the epidemic.

Joining forces and embracing new opportunities

To sum up the work of CGCC in 2022, we spared no effort in helping our
members and the business community cope with various challenges brought by
complex global political and economic conditions and post-pandemic situation.
We captured opportunities presented by “One Country, Two Systems”
by studying in depth and thoroughly implementing the spirit of the 20th
National Congress and President Xi’s important speech. We also contributed
to generating new growth momentum for Hong Kong in light of policies and
measures conducive to sustainable economic and social development.

Looking ahead, CGCC will continue to work in tandem with the country’s
high-level opening-up and high-quality development. By capitalizing on our
strong networks in the Mainland and the international arena, we will strive to
further consolidate Hong Kong'’s role and positioning as a “super connector”,
while promoting the integration of the local business sector into the country’s
development and closer ties with the rest of the world. Together with the
business community, we will tell inspiring stories about Hong Kong, the Greater
Bay Area and China as a whole, with an aim to create a prosperous and stable
environment for Hong Kong’s growth. Joining hands with the Motherland, we
will embrace a brighter future together.
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Johnathan CHOI
Chairman
(The 53rd Term of Office)
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